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A Wonderful Year for the Fox Typewriter 





From a photograph made July 31st, showing an actual shipment of 500 Fox 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 


_—— THE YEAR OF THE TYPEWRITER------------ 


Tell your pals about Typex! 


Hello, and welcome to Typex 2013. A special thanks 
to all our new subscribers and all of you who have been 
faithful readers, some who have been loyal for over 20+ 
years. WOW! Hard to believe we are in our 33” year! 

The cover masthead got a “makeover” this year and | 
hope all will enjoy seeing the lucky 2013 version. 

As many of you already know, Etcetera (under the apt 
tutelage of Prof. Richard Polt) just put out their 100” 
newsletter issue! It consists of 32 pages of interesting articles. Not the least of which were 
created by Maddie Allen (McCool Typewriter story) and Jett Morton (Woodstock Typewriter 
(a.k.a. Oliver); additionally, Peter Weil who amazes with GREAT pieces of Ephemera 
(Maskelynes). WOW! If you don’t currently subscribe, you might want to NOW, just to get this 
one issue, or better yet, subscribe now and get to experience the Alan Seaver effect. 

Visit his website at: http://sevenels.net/typewriters/main.htm 

For those who don’t already know, Alan is the new Editor and will wow everyone (in his first 
March '13) issue. Anyone who has ever met Alan knows his passion where typewriters are 
concerned. He is also quite a capable fellow and we certainly wish him a great run the Etcetera. 
To subscribe to the ETC newsletter e-mail Herman Price at: typewriter.muesum.com for details. 
FEFEEEE EEE EEE EE EEE EEE EEE EE EEE EEF EEE EFT ETE FET 

Some sad news to report; Richard Nelson Current passed away on Oct. 26th, 2012 at age 
100. For those unfamiliar with Mr. Current, he was a scholar and historian. He was considered 
the dean of learned folks on the history of President Abraham Lincoln. 

He was also the man who wrote the wonderful book titled: "The Typewriter and the Men Who 
Made it." 

He was a long-time subscriber to the Typewriter Exchange Newsletter. 

On behalf of all typewriter collectors worldwide we offer condolences to his family and friends 
as he will surely be missed by Lincoln fans and typewriter folks alike. 

Sadly, Mike Brown, Philadelphia, PA 
Here is a link to his story: http: ifeesen, washingtonpost. com/local/obituaries/richard- nelson- 
current-historian-who-brough b 
100/2012/11/03/f2b5b072-250: oe ba29-238a6ac36a08 sto ‘html 
BEST WISHES TO ALL----------- AND TAKE CARE! 
Many thanks also to all of the other readers, writers, columnists, and contributors! Keep up the 
GREAT work! Thanks for staying with The Typewriter Exchange! 


<>< ><> <>< ><> <>< >< ><> <>< >< dc > <>< ><> <>< ><> <><><><> 
News from Overseas: by Nick Fisher, England 











Towards the end of last year | heard that Brother Typewriter Co. had ceased manufacture of 
typewriters in the UK. | have to confess that | did not know they were still made here, so shame 
on me. As far as | am concerned British typewriter manufacturing ended in the late 1970s and 
early 1980s as Imperial folded. 


That's the old guy | guess? He who doesn’t move on and keep up with the times! It perplexes 
me that e-books are such a great thing, as you cannot feel them and put them back on the shelf 
with a paper bookmark, or a back-flap tucked in. That's the way | think about the typewriter. | 
know the touch and the feel of the way they should be, with the curves and the gently formed 
levers. Though | do not know how | can do it but | can feel the way the touch of a keystroke of a 
Stoewer differs to that of a Bar-Lock, and from memory | can feel the back end of a Fox or the 
concave line shift lever of a Remington 7. How can | feel the same affinity for a computer 
keyboard? Maybe someone will feel the same in 2060? 


Things over here have gone quite mad on eBay with a few machines achieving great prices. | 
was recently outbid, thankfully, on a Bar-Lock down stroke four-bank. Yep, out of my price 
league, a great machine which | might find in another life! | have been blessed though with 
some great finds including an Optima ‘Plana’. This typewriter is in great condition and is made 
to the same exacting quality as any Olympia. | also obtained a Mignon 2 which | have not had 
the opportunity to buy in several decades. The gentleman who sold me the machine, along with 
a Model 4 (buyer collects), was kind enough to turn up on my doorstep on a very early and wet 
Saturday morning and surprise me. | had a great chat stood in my rather disgraceful cat fur 
covered dressing-gown, disheveled and unshaved, as | discovered he had been ‘stitched up’ at 
an auction and bought the machines at a cost over worth. The conversation we had entailed a 
trip into his life with the Royal Air Force, working with a ciphering machine, modeled pretty 
much on the Enigma of World War Two. And interestingly he had dealings with the late and 
great Les Owen, with whom he had done cash register ‘dealings’ many years ago. 


When eating, do you ever push something tasty across to the side of the plate and consume 
the boring food first? | have a few projects on the go at the moment, which | know will have 
great rewards, so | do this, keeping something to look forward to, pushing it into the future, as 
well as finding additional challenges. At present | have a cream Corona Four which needs some 
tender loving care, including judicious touching up with a few dabs of paint. And yes there are a 
few jobs | need to do, but I’m not quite sure about how to do them, but I'll sleep on that! 


Here's to your projects and aspirations in 2013 and a very good year to you all! 
ee My contact email is nickurania@aol.com----- Phone: 44 01793-823731----------- 
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Online 


Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet by Lynda Beckler 





The damage to its frame is consistent with its having 


e bd 5; 
Is anyone else getting sick of been thrown to the ground in a rage. 
the “Steampun k” craze? 4. The slotted sector is clogged with what appears to be 


fragments of manna. 
Interesting description from an eBay 


seller...... 

e°®@ 

“The typewriter itself is in great condition and can 
bee seen in the photos. All keys are quick and 
responsive. It might need toner as I was unable to 
_ type anything on a sheet of paper. I'm not an expert 
on typewriting mechanics so everything appears to be 
in working order.” 


(This was an auction for a Hammond Multiplex. All 
the toner in the world won’t help this baby, there’s 
no SHUTTLE on the anvil!!) 





nem baywatch...recent eBay auction 
highlights. 

From the fourth quarter of 2012. 
All prices have been converted to US dollars and, in the case of 


I’m sort of drawn to this one in a perverted way, 
although if | were to buy it, my first act would be to 
scrape off those stupid little trinkets hot-glued to the live auctions, do NOT Include the auctioneer’s fees. 


paper table and keyboard. | don’t see that they add 
anything, either aesthetically or functionally. 
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As you can observe, this is a very short list. There was 
no shortage of rare, high-end typewriters listed on eBay. 
There were plenty of Lamberts, Keatons, Blicks — one of 
them even gold-plated, Hammonds, a couple of 
Chicagos, Bennetts, Mignons, even a Meteor which 
hardly ever shows up on US eBay. 


And then there are the typewriters once 
owned by famous people... 


Hemingway must have been quite the collector. There 
are two more of his Royal Q-Ds currently listed on eBay 
and | have seen dozens of them over the past 10-or-so 
years. Also on eBay are listings for Unabomber Ted 
Kaczynski’s portable Smith Corona, Adolf Gerties’ Adler 
7, an electric Smith Corona autographed by NASCAR 
driver Denny Hamlin, and a rusted-out Smith Corona 
standard owned by Mickey Spillane. The Spillane 
monstrosity comes with an extra added bonus of several 
well-used paperback novels to support the seller’s claim 
that the typewriter once belonged to the author. Oh, 


yes, deductive reasoning at its best. ; ay. ae ‘ 
But the bidders were missing in action. There are several 


possible explanations: 
“It’s the economy, stupid.” 
“We’re going over the fiscal cliff.” 
“What if the Mayans were right? 
Can UPS deliver before the world ends?” 


Maybe | should list one of my Underwood 5’s. It was 
Moses’ personal typewriter and he used it at Mt. Sinai to 
transcribe the Ten Commandments. Here’s the proof: 


1. It’s older than dirt. 


2. Ithas a Hebrew keyboard. 1056 

















The (Herman) 


with photos from Marty Rice 


(The story of all the FUN that takes place at 
Herman Price’s annual typewriter collector’s 
meeting just outside Morgantown, WV) 


The lingering fear all last summer 
was that collectors in the Northeast had 
gotten tired of meeting. Enthusiasm had 
seemed to wane and the attendance had 
fallen to under 10 a meet. 


But last October’s show at 
collector Herman Price’s brought a 
surprising turn-about as more than 20 
enthusiasts packed his mountainside “log 
cabin” mansion just outside of alpine- 
picturesque Morgantown, West Virginia. 
Giuliano Fanutti and his wife jetted in 
from Italy. The long-missed Travis 
Hamric resurfaced for the first time in 
years, bless his soul. And the entire 
weekend was packed with collectors 
showing off the strange and mysterious 
machines they had found, and revealing 
their intriguing stories! No time for 
classes on (yawn) various subjects of 
learning. 


The chat-lines keep us going all 
year, but you can’t beat meeting Internet 
friends in person and seeing their 
treasures live. Herman’s wife Connie was 
ill all weekend, but chugged along like the 
trooper she is, and afterwards when 
Herman was asked whether they would 
host a sixth annual gathering, said, “I 
don’t see why not.” 
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Price is Right 


Two new collectors knocked our 
socks off. Ken Coghlan, 23% (pic below) 


Peceerce 





lives in Oxford, Penna., a mere 25 miles 
from veteran “picker” Peter Weil, and yet 
in only eight months Ken has collected 80 
type writers including a Continental 
Silenta machine that carried the Nazi SS 
symbol, 

















and a Remington portable checkwriter 
with the letters done pinpoint style in all 
caps to drive the lettering INTO the paper 
checks and prevent any unauthorized 
changes (for that matter, it would prevent 
authorized changes, too). 


Then a new kid on the “block” -- 
Jaden Quigley, 13 — (see pic below) 





showed up with several Underwood’s 
we’d never seen before, a Model 4 and a 
Model 5 that both carried that magic odd 
stenciling on the back frame, 
“Manufactured by Wagner Typewriter 
Co., New York.” The 5 was one of the 
earliest (1903, serial number 25,070-5) of 
many millions made over the years, but 


& who knew Wagner ever made anything 


but the No. 1 model before selling out to 
Underwood? We had to 
1058 








look, and look again. And sure enough, it 
was so. And that lad of 13 had out 
scooped so many collectors of older 
vintage, right under their noses. 

Oliver book author (and “old kid’’) 
Jett Morton (see pic below) 








brought in an amazing machine -- an 
Oliver that carried metal name plates that 
said “WOODSTOCK” instead’ of 


Ty booccccesc| 
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It had never been seen before, and 
the Oliver enthusiasts went nuts. It was 


said to be the first one known to exist -- 
one of 19 “cheap” models manufactured 
by Oliver for sale at Montgomery Ward -- 
and was bought off eBay for a whopping 
$3,700 from a California seller who got it 
out of a hoarder’s house. (Jett said he 
cashed in a gold coin that his grandmother 
had given him, and borrowed the rest 
from his mother to pay for this el primo 
object d’art.) 


The old pros had great machines as 
well. Herman showed a Sholes from his 
600-machine collection, first one he’s 
ever had. Maddie Allen (see pic below) 





found a Commercial Visible and a 
McCool. These were just the cream of the 
crop. Richard Polt (see pic below) 









brought in an extreme Torpedo that he 
had customized with purple paint, flames, 
decals, and entitled “Purple Prose 
Producer.” (“What caused that creation?” 
somebody asked the Philosophy Prof. 
“Madness,” he grinned.) 

Meanwhile, our other Philosophy 
Professor, Marty Rice, demonstrated live 
for us an episode of Secrets of the Oliver. 
Using his Oliver 11, which he had 
brought back to typing perfection after it 
had been smashed, at no charge, by the 
U.S. Post Office, he showed us how to 
adjust the type bars in the type-bar tower 
with its built-in screw settings, obviating 
the need to “form” (i.e., “bend”) the type 
bars to keep them from clashing. Where- 
upon Herman demonstrated what a tenth 
of a millimeter was so we all would know 
how far to turn an adjustment screw on an 
Oliver. (see pic below) 





The day’s festivities ended with 
adjournment to a fine local, Italian eatery 
that we’ve patronized during previous 
meetings. And indescribable fun was had 
by all! Thanks, Herman & Connie; We’re 
already looking forward to next fall’s 


meet! 
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1 WANT You FoR 
BYE My Valentine 


Happy Valentine’s Day 
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DIRECTIONS FOR USING THE FOX PORTABLE TYPEWRITER DIRECTIONS FOR USING THE FOX PORTABLE TYPEWRITER 


Type Guide 


Right Paper Finger 





Left Paper Finger 


















Paper Table 





Platen Release Lever ——y Lda Indicator 


eo f 


Ribbon Vibrator 


Line Space Adjuster ————___> 


Line Space and Carriage 
Return Lever 


Ribbon Spool Thumb Screw 


Carriage Release Lever 





Paper Release Lever 





Bi-chrome Shift 


Serial Number Carriage Bed Plate 


L9OL 


Segment 
Bed Plate Cover 





Shift Lock 


Shift Keys for Capitals 


and Figures Back Cover Plate 


Folding Latches 


Front Cover Plate 


Space Bar 
Back Space Key 


Figure 1V 

















A Wonderful Year 


for the Fox Typewriter 





FROM A PHOTOGRAPH MADE JULY 3lsT, SHOWING AN ACTUAL SHIPMENT OF 500 Fox TYPEWRITERS LEAVING THE FOX FACTORY 
AT GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN, FOR RUSSIA. 


it could not more fully represent the wonderful growth 

of the Fox business during the past year. 

It is a happy coincidence that the fiscal year of the Fox 
Typewriter Company ends almost simultaneously with the 
publication of “Topics” ANNUAL AMERICAN TRADE REvIEw, 
and we are, therefore, permitted to make a comparison 
from the actual figures compiled for the Board of Direc- 
tors for the Fox Typewriter Company showing the prog- 
ress made in the sales and in the manufacturing of Fox 
Typewriters as compared with previous years. 

Since “Topics” represents ALL of the International buy- 
ers and sellers, we are particularly pleased to pass on to 


I F-O-X spelled progress, and all that pertains to it, 


. Fax Typewriter is being sold in forty-six foreign countries 
by seventy dealers each operating in an exclusive territory 
and every one of them with one or more sub-agencies, 
while the company has its own direct traveling representa- 
tives in Australasia and South America. The photograph 
shown was taken just a few days ago and represents 
a full carload of Fox Typewriters which were being ship- 
ped to New York for export to ‘Russia. This is one of 
the several large Fox Foreign orders taken during the past 
year by their Mr. Frank M. Brick, Manager of the Fox 
Foreign Sales Department, and which helped to bring about 
their tremendously increased volume of sales. 


Mr. Irving Franks, the Secretary, Sales and Advertising 
Manager, will be leaving the office at Grand Rapids within 
the next week for a visit to every important city in the 
United States, and in every one of these cities, where they 
are not already represented, he expects to place the agency 
for the new Fox Portable Typewriter and their famous 


our friends, both in this country and abroad, the news of 
the progress of the Fox Typewriter Company since its re- 
organization two years ago both from a sales and manu- 
facturing standpoint. At that time the American Dealers 
and Agents were but a scattered few and the Foreign ones 
were not worth mentioning. 

In sales the volume of Fox business has increased 300%. 
The number of agencies and dealers has increased 380%. 
The number of factory employees has been doubled and 
the output of typewriters increased over three hundred per 
cent. 

In addition to the distribution in the United States, the 


Fox Standard Model. It is a big endorsement of the new 
policy of this company that the very best class of type- 
writer dealers of the world are asking for the representa- 
tion of both the large and the small models. 


So much for Fox progress last year, when manufactur- 
ing conditions have made expansion increasingly difficult 
and embargoes and lack of tonnage have made deliveries 
to some of our best foreign markets impossible. As for 
the future?—the Fox Company are now making arrange- 
ments to double the production on their Standard model 
and practically their entire output of the Portable model 
is already contracted for. 


In the October issue of “Topics” will be given a complete 
description with illustration of the new Fox Portable Type- 


writer. Fox Typewriter Co., 
(Signed) Irving Franks, 
Secretary. 
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9/1917 






















Typewriter Topics March, 1922 pg.274 (This appears to be an interesting 
connection between the end of the Fox typewriter and the beginning of the 
Bennington typewriter.) 


Sale of Fox Typewriter Company 


The receivership of the Fox Typewriter Co. of Grand Rapids, Mich., established in May, 
1921, with liabilities of $150,000, will probably be shortly dissolved. Judge Arthur C. 
Dennison of the United States Circuit Court of Appeals signed an order last month, 
authorizing W. A. Papworth, receiver and former general manager, to enter into a 
contract. It is understood the consideration is $300,000, the sale having reached the 
contract status. 


The purchasers named in the court records are J. C. Golner and William H. 
Bennington of Cleveland. Payment on the contract is to begin in April, 1922. Although 
the actual sale has not yet been effected at the time of press date, the contract of sale 
has been drawn and it seems hardly likely that the plans will not mature. 


The new company will continue the sale and manufacture of their present products, the 
Fox Standard and the Fox Sterling typewriters. 


The manufacture of a new machine is contemplated, based upon specifications of a 
machine which Mr. Golner has long contemplated marketing and upon which he has 
worked for a considerable number of years in Toledo. This journal has watched Mr. 
Golner's efforts with more than passing interest and it can now be stated that the 
construction of tools for this machine will shortly be commenced. 


The new machine has a standard keyboard, in addition to which, however, it is 
equipped with twenty-two additional keys that will write words at a single touch, those 
words, it is claimed, making up approximately one-third of the words used in the 
average business letter. Another feature is an automatic carriage return, operated 
without removing the hands from the keyboard. A third feature is the ability of the 
machine to tabulate matter in a column of figures straight down the page without 
resetting the carriage or spacing. 


In spite of the receivership, the Fox Company has shown considerable improvement 
in its business status and it is expected to have solved most of its financial difficulties 
before very long. 





(SIENIHYGIENE Below: From Typewriter Topics October 1923 


He ‘ El] PUBLIC SALE OF FOX ASSETS 


“ONLIWON. Conrdion af the Nesinn'y Humbe” 


A.P. W. Paper Co, Department B, Albany, N.Y. 
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In the case of the First National Bank of Chicago, Ill, vs. the 
Fox Typewriter Company, Grand Rapids, Mich., the District 
Court of the United States for the Western District of 
Michigan, Southern Division, In Equity, ordered the sale by 
receiver on September 15", 1923, of all assets and property 


Get this Improved Fox Portable 
foe Pervonel Use in 
Home————Offfice 





Traveling 








The Typewriter 
you have been waiting for- 
cweight, compact, rugged tpeweer po esang 
Conrentences— 
Characteristics 
Advantages-- 


te be met an Large edfice wa timex! 


. The Fox Sterling 







A stthaly 
iil toe 


of the defunct Fox enterprise. 


FOX TYPEWRITER Co. is 
Grand Kapids, Mich. 
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The Ofneral Journal of the Express Service of America. 
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Ccazette. 
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LASAR 





No very serious marketing campaign, however, was ever undertaken... typewriter Topics, 1923 


The Lasar Typewriter. 
PRICE, $75.00. 
The best beer oe for Teicerenh Work. wai be etd 
te of ty on pet meth te Operetors in geod 
Wendes. 
Shane wird the L Typewe ster for vevety a 
Sen penme ine mts jeet Jag ewig etiread 
ohietie 4 Reming. ane, Calgon 
on re Premier, Vout, 7) an chet mak mm 


“Suacurens AMIPPED TO ALL PARTS OF THR 
CUCSTRY 
ST. LOUIS TYPEWRITER EXCHANGE, 


‘710 Olive Gt., St. Louls, Mo. 
Always mention this paper 





TYPEWRITERS. 
tssontone 
Caligraphs, 

Hammonds, 
Yosts, 
Barlocks, ssd 
Por rent ot sale en pageryen JOO time 


poymecete 
. ST. LOUIS TIPEWRITER a ge 
TIO Olive St.. St. Louls, Mo. 





TUR RATLROAD TELECRAPHER 


‘NOTICE ts ©. R. TT. 


TYPEWRITERS! 


REMING TONS, lL. et ae ii a take can HAMMONDS, 
ORES. BARLOC KS, SMITH PREMIERS 
For rent of sale chen; re cask of on easy tim: 
St. Louis Typewriter Exchange, 
Watch this space every issue. ae Olive St.. St. Louis, Missouri. 
a ROA! Suu er 





To Secure Above Answer Quick to St. Louis Typewriter Exchange. 
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Thanks to the internet and a quick Google 
Books search, anyone can discover information 
about historic typewriters that have eluded 
typewriter historians for decades. One that | 
was made aware of, by fellow collector Bert 
Kirschbaumer, is for the Lasar typewriter and 
the St. Louis Typewriter Exchange. The first two 
ads shown were printed in Express Gazette on 
January 10, 1893, a publication that focused on 
the railroad industry, telegraphers and 
commerce in the nineteenth century. There 
were a total of 3 Lasar / St. Louis TE ads in this 
issue. Based on the description in the first ad, 
the Lasar was being marketed as a mill, a caps 
only typewriter used by telegraph operators to 
type telegraph messages. This is new 
information on the Lasar. 


The third ad shown here was published two 
years later in the Railroad Telegrapher, another 
newspaper for the railroad industry, on July 27, 
1895. There were a total of four ads in this 
issue offering the same used, like new, Lasar 
typewriter. Also notice how the name was 
misspelled “LASSAR”. I’m sure there are more 
ads out there, just waiting to be discovered. | 
encourage everyone to search for them. 






























Fox No. 1 Fox No. 2 


10017 Polt, Rich 
211 Dickerson, Dick ” achat 


10091 eBay May 2012 
316 Campbell, Mike 091 eBay May 20 


: 10202 Mantelli, Flavio 
411 Price, Herman 


10340 Kurzen, Franz- f 
421 Dax, Jim 0340 Kurzen, Franz-Jose 


kl 
623 Dilts/Cincotta oie MLS Ake 


10991 Clark, Denni 
11437 eBay Sept. 2012 re ee Dens 


FGA Bicker autiion 11157 Dilts, Cincotta 


1345 Weil, Peter 11365 Williams, Bernard 


1364 Casillo, Tony 11371 Fuertig, Thomas 


779 El Til 
1533 Breker auction Perea Elkel Milman 


1181 ki i 
1597 Scryption Museum Ed 


3108 Russo, Tom nate Uae JIM 
4224 Robert, Paul 
4294 Dilts/Cincotta (former) 

4459 Clark, Dennis 

4606 Fuertig, Thomas 

4838 Williams, Bernard 

6723 Elster, Tilman 

8073 HBW-actuell reported sale 


???? Aubert, Robert (can’t find serial #) 


????Sadowski, David 
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Fox portable typewriter serial number collection list: 


Fox No. 3 





$11970 Fuertig, Thomas 
11987 Elster, Tilman (no S prefix) 
12262 Sadowski, 
$12467 Price, Herman (polished alum.) 
$12508 Brown, Mike 

12509 Lunsford, John (no S prefix) 
$12601 Clark, Dennis (formerly) 
$12688 Polt, Richard (Spanish kybd.) 
12746 Haydon, Harley 
12762 Weil, Peter e 
$12801 Boyd, Bruce 
$12887 Dickerson, Dick 
$12906 Russo, Tom 
12957 Price, Herman (no S prefix) 
$12992 Aubert, Bob 


$13003 Casillo, Tony 


A total of 51 machines 


Remington 3 B portable typewriter with case 


| remember the first time | saw one of these and saying “someday” | will have one for my own 
collection! And sure enough, after searching for several years, | discovered this one as part of a 
large collection. | bought the whole collection mainly just to get this one machine. As a fairly rare 
machine, they just don’t turn up that frequently! 


How was it acquired? 


How long has it been 
iw my collection? 


What do | like about 
tt the most? 

What do | like about 
tt Least? 


Do | use tt? 


ve had it for about five years or so. 


The Lovely Lines, the pure Deco Look and of course the Red shift and 
half-numober keys. 
It also appeals to me because of its relative rareness. 


It does take a Little adjustment to get used to using the half-numbe 
Reys and the” 0” for a zero 


| only have typed out a few pages now and again and It works just 





Do YOU have a FAVORITE machine? If so, fill in YOUR answers to the questions above, 
and a picture (or two) and email them to Typex1@aol.com and we will try to include them 
in an upcoming issue! Send ‘em in! 
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As She Pictured Herself Rcaniee 

Fay King is a lady cartoonist at- 

tached to the “Post” of Denver, 
Colorado. George Walker recently 
sold her a Corona and she sat down 
and made this picture as a portrayal 
of how she felt about it. 





“Personal” as it applies to 
\ the Corona doesn’t neces- 
\sarily refer to ladies’ polite 
| correspondence. e 


Here is an instance of the Corona 
in use in a rough bunkhouse of a 
logging camp in the wilds of the far 
western state of Washington. 






Large numbers of Coronas 
are being used by the U. S. 
Army 


Here is a picture of an officer of one 
of California’s regiments using his 
Corona typewriter in the field during a 
recent thirty day march. 
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Two TAT below by John Boynton (J; B. 
See story on pages 1071-75 (photo below). 
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It had the old double keyboard, an entirels 


set of keys for capitals and figures, so that the pap 


seemed a long way off, and the machine was 
solid as a battle cruiser. 


activity. You could ache after it. If you 


) Pri 1est ley. 





Typing was then a muscular 


familiar with those vast keyboards, your hand wandered 


over them like a child lost in a woods. 
have been that of a shipyard on the Clyde. ¥ 

no more have thought of carrying one of th 
structures as you would have thought of 


The nois 
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a piano. /J.B. ’s description about his first bh itera 
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genuine gl 


typewriters, and not merely in their development 
but in the hist 
filled with raids, 


clumsy giants into agile dwarfs, 
their manufacture, 
lonely 


which is 


pioneers, great gambles, 
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hope, 


triumph. If some of our novels could be written by 
typewriters instead of on them, how much better 


would be. 
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agespair, 


they 
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"Write drunk; 


edit sober.” 5 | 
‘* re 





Ernest Hemingway quotes (below) Photo: above 
In search of Hemingway story: pages 1077-79. 


I like to listen. I have learned a great deal from 
listening carefully. Most people never listen. 


Every man’s life ends the same way. It is only 
the details of how he lived, and how he died 
that distinguishes one man from another. 


The only thing that could spoil a day was 
people. People were always the limiters of 
happiness except for the very few that were as 
good as spring itself. 


If a writer knows enough about what he is 
writing about, he may omit things that he 
knows. The dignity of movement of an iceberg 
is due to only one ninth of it being above water. 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 


--------THE YEAR OF THE TYPEWRITER---------- Tell your pals about TypEx! 





Hi guys & gals! 


Starting with this issue, there is lots of excitement going on 
at TypEx, so I'll get right to it. 


First news of excitement is that our pal and fan favorite, 
professor Marty Rice of Johnstown, PA has stepped up to 
join Typex as a regular contributor. His column titled “Type 
Writer Tales” begins with this issue and his wonderful tale about being in search of Ernest 
Hemingway. (Pgs. 1077-79). 


Next up is the exciting news that another fan favorite (John Payton, of Taylor, TX) is now off of 
his writing hiatus and is ready to resume his long-missed columns, titled “Newbies” and 
“Portables Showcase.” These items will resume next issue. (I for one can’t wait.) 


If that's not enough to wet your whistle, long-time collector/museum creator Herman Price has 
announced that he will again host his sixth annual October 11-13, 2013 collectors meeting at his 
log-cabin/museum near Fairmont, West Virginia. For more details contact Herman at: 
typewriter. museum@gmail.com 


Need more? Well, there are rumblings behind the scenes about groundwork being laid for an 
International Typewriter Collectors Meeting to be held in Milwaukee, WI. 

Dates: August 7-10, 2014. More info at: WWW .ITCC2014.com Start saving & planning now as 
this promises to be a stellar event. Any of the nearly 100 folks who attended the 2000 
Convention in Philadelphia, PA will Know what I’m talking about. 


BEST WISHES TO ALL------------ AND TAKE CARE! 
Many thanks also to all of the other readers, writers, columnists, and contributors! Keep up the 
GREAT work! Thanks for staying with The Typewriter Exchange! 


<>< ><> <> <>< >< ><> <>< >< >< >< >< ><><><><><><><><><><> 
News from Overseas: by Nick Fisher, England 


How can collecting become an obsession? Those who read my piece in Typex a while 
ago will have seen that | have become addicted a long time ago! It is very difficult to 
stop yourself from finding various avenues to collect typewriters and their associated 
ephemera. 


| have decided that at 482 machines that it is time to stop accumulating and to 
winnow out the typewriters that are duplicates or have less than a special meaning to 
me. | took the carcass of both an Oliver 7 and 9 to the recycling center today and 
dropped them into the skip (a.k.a. the dump) for re-use. One was plainly neglected 
and the other had been shipped to me, very badly packed, a number of years ago. It 
struck me that these machines had a history that will never be told; a bit like corpses 
where the spirit has left. Part of the romance of collecting is imagination of previous 
life. Like us typewriters are created, live and take a turn for the worst. We are both 
recycled, but in a slightly different manner! What will our components, molecular or 
otherwise, find to create in the future, melted down again? Decay is inevitable be you 
an animal or a machine, we merely do our best to stave it off. We grip the side of the 
slippery hour glass before falling into the inevitable oubliette! 


In the meantime | do my best to resurrect my waifs and strays. | have recently picked 
up a very tired Ideal A which | purchased on a whim that | could make something of 
it. | have dusted, removed most of the rust and eased all the initially seized parts and 
breathed life back into it. This Ideal is never going to be in perfect condition but it 
will ‘live’ a little bit longer. | have also found myself a Densmore 2 which | have paid 
a good deal for, as | like the machine. Which is worth the more? | have no idea. 


In the UK the number of typewriters listed on eBay has increased exponentially over 
the last few years and one result has been the devaluation monetarily of certain 
machines, particularly the poor old Oliver. | remember when there were perhaps 
three hundred typewriters listed and this is now a figure of between two and three 
thousand. | also remind myself of the excitement of finding typewriters in junk shops 
under a coating of cigarette ash when | was fifteen. | loved it and | still love it, the joy 

of discovery. That's what it is about isn’t it? St 


Happy collecting! 


a My contact email is nickurania@aol.com----- Phone: 44 01793-823731----------- 
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| was SO looking forward to the 
outcome of this one..... 


- * ha aa el a 2 
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| believe this was the first North’s ever seen on eBay 
and from the photos, it appeared to be quite a nice 
specimen. Note, all of this is in past tense. It 
disappeared from eBay shortly after | put it on my 
watch list. For reasons unknown, the seller aborted 
the auction. Maybe he changed his mind and decided 
to keep it. Maybe he received an irresistible private 
offer. At least | was quick enough to capture a few of 
the photos and preserve them on my desktop. 








Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet 








by Lynda Beckler 







mo baywatch...recent eBay auction highlights. 


From the first quarter of 2013. 

All prices have been converted to US dollars and, 
in the case of live auctions, do NOT 

Include the auctioneer’s fees. 
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Once again, the bidders were missing in action. 


Here’s the list of no-bids: 


McCool #2 Buy-it-Now $12,650. 
Edland 8,800. 
Columbia #2 7,000. (sold on 


the second listing) 


Edelmann, Buy-it-Now 1,399. 
Densmore Pre-1 Model 933. 
Virotype 819. 
“Customized” Woodstock 750. (I might 


have bought this for no other reason than to 
restore its original paint job!) 
Gualtype ** 749.99 

** | had never heard of “Gualtype” and contacted the 
seller. The machine had no serial number or patent 
decals. The seller believed (based on a Google 
search) it had been manufactured in Argentina. If any 
of you have info on this machine, it would be most 
appreciated! 


J.B. Priestley - a man who appreciated 


typewriters and their operators. 2, nick Fisher 





J.B. Priestley is still well known to readers of social history in the United Kingdom. He was also a 
prolific writer whose first triumph was his third novel ‘The Good Companions’. Those of you who 
collect typewriters may know of the connection Mr Priestley had with ‘The Good Companion’ 
typewriter produced by Imperial, but created by Torpedo. More of this later! 


MARGIN RELEASED 





Cover of ‘Reminiscences & reflections’ 1962 


A mention of Priestley is made in Beeching’s ‘Century of the Typewriter’, but does not explore the 
connection any further. Priestley, born in 1894 was a veteran of World War One, which he was very 
fortunate to survive, being dug out of the earth a few yards from a shell explosion, which had 
enveloped him in a torrent of mud and earth. A survivor of the horrors of the war, Priestley was at 
the core a socialist, which probably guided him through his entire life, and influenced his writing of 
‘English Journey’ after a tour of England in the depths of depression in 1933. 


Before visiting ‘English Journey’ let me take you to ‘Margin Released’, which is the most close to an 
auto-biography written in 1962. It is really a series of sketches or as he termed it ‘A writer's 
reminiscences and reflections’. Priestley wrote; 


“Not long after | had arrived at the office (in Bradford, North Yorkshire, U.K. in 1910) in the morning 
and put on the chequered overall known locally as a ‘brat’, | would be pecking away at two 
typewriters, which lived in a space between our high desks and long sampling counter. They were 
enormous machines, giant primitive things, hard to lift. They had no shift device; every letter, small 
or capital, every sign had its separate key; and as we needed various accents for our foreign 
correspondence as well as fractions and the like for invoices, the keyboard looked more like that of 
an organ” 
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| think any reader today identifies this as a double keyboard machine, most likely the Smith Premier, probably 
the No.10. | am assuming this as at no point does J.B.P. mention that the writing was not ‘in sight’. 


“Moreover they were built like battleships, solid metal, none of your tinny stuff. Six of the portables | use today 
would not have made one of them. If touch typing was possible, | cannot imagine how, on such keyboards, 
where | had always to go searching for the next letter or sign. To this day, after working on typewriters for over 
forty years, ever since | became a professional writer, | use only my two forefingers, still pecking if not hunting. 
But touch typing is meant for copyists; we others who peck our way into creation, helped rather than hindered, | 
have come to believe by what our fingers have to do”. 


Note: | know that the Smith Premier was indeed a machine that could be touch typed upon, but share with JB. 
that it is hard to see this as ever being easy! 


JBP continues, 


“And there is a cold objectivity about the typewritten page that is good for an author. A man does not fall in 
love with his typing as men can do with their pretty handwriting or as men who dictate do with the sound of 
their own voices. Unlike the pen, the typewriter makes no attempt to excuse your faults; its page comes closest 
to the print at which the authors are aiming. | never regretted reducing the pen to a scrawler of notes and 
signatures; and when, my fingers stiffer that such last thoughts as | may have, | can no longer type, then | will 
forswear authorship for ever". 


A slight digression here, but this sentiment is echoed by another author, Don McCullough, describing the 
typewriter (New York Times, 12 August 1992): 


“| like the tactile part of it. | like rolling the paper and pushing the lever at the end of the line. | like the bell 
that rings like an old train. It's a great piece of machinery. | even like crumpling up pages that don’t work. One 
of our kids used to call them my “wrong pages.” | don’t like the idea that technology might fail me, and | don't 
like the idea that the words are not really on anything”. 


Let JBP continue with his interest in typewriters and indeed, typists! 


“It was years later when.......the First War had come and gone, that | owned a typewriter of my own. | think | 
typed out some verses now and again on one of the office machines, probably between one and two o'clock, 
when my seniors were out at lunch and | had returned from mine. No copying that took more time would have 
been possible. Even during this hour telegrams and cables came over the telephone, often elaborate and in 
German, making me curse and sweat as | pressed the round earpiece harder with my left hand and fumbled and 
scrawled with my right. And now | am wondering how | contrived to send so many editors so many typewritten 
stories and articles. The few that remain are certainly not copied on our office machines. They are in various 
types, all different from ours. | must have persuaded several girls | knew, real typists, to make copies for me, 
though, with one exception, | cannot recall how and when they were able to do this or how they were able to 
read my original script, nearly always written closely in pencil and smudgy. The exception, however, | do 
remember". 


The young J.B.P. was a quite a womaniser (as indeed he continued to be in older age) and he probably charmed 
his young stenographers to help him as he describes one as follows. 


“She had her own typing agency near our office, across a side-street. | was more than half in love with her for a 
year or so, and the fact that she was older than | was did nothing to diminish her attraction........Memories 
distant in time, unlike recent memories, begin to reveal themselves if we search for them. Into what | thought 
was a blank has come a clear image of this particular girl, a saucy dark lass, like the woman Shakespeare seems 
to have loved and then hated, with raven curls, bold eyes, a white skin........Now | remember she would keep her 
basement office open after office hours not only for kisses but sometimes for copying, my copying. She could 
only have been paid in kisses, for | had no money, but that does not mean | was being calculating and cold- 
blooded, for there had been a lot of kisses long before she saw the first of my difficult pencil scripts”. 


English Journey, 1933 
By the time that English Journey was published in 1934 J.B.P. was an established playwright and author. The 
book documented a tour that he took through England in 1933. After visiting the ‘Black Country’ (the then 


industrial heartland of England) he reached Leicester, home of the Imperial Typewriter Company. Let us follow 
him in his words, for a virtual visit that few have left of a typewriter factory at that time. 
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Head Office a2 Facterive af 


imperial Typewriter Co., Ltd., 
East Park Road. Leicester, Engiand 
} 


Telephone ; 2780] {5 lines} Cables: Typewriter, Leicester 


The imperial Typewriter Co Factory, c1934 


“The Imperial Typewriter Company, which is a large scale British organisation in this business, has its 
headquarters in Leicester, and so | went to their factory, in one of the suburbs. After all, | have been 
using typewriters (| am using one now, to write this) for over twenty years; it was high time to see 
how they are made. There are some things that you can imagine yourself making in a rough-and- 
ready fashion but typewriters are not one of those things. And for twenty years, | had taken them for 
granted. During that time they had developed amazingly. | can see my first typewriter now. It had 
the old double keyboard, an entirely different set of keys for capitals and figures, so that the paper 
seemed a long way off, and the machine itself was as big as a battle cruiser. Typing then was a 
muscular activity. You could ache after it. If you were not familiar with these vast keyboards, your 
hands wandered over them like a child lost in a wood. The noise might have been that of a shipyard 
in the Clyde. You would no more have thought of carrying about one of those grim iron structures 
than you would have thought of travelling with a piano. Since then | have owned machines of wildly 
different sizes and shapes and capabilities and at this very moment possess several neat little 
portables, the ingenious implements of my trade. Just as some men talk about the motor cars the 
have driven, so, when | occasionally meet a fellow typewriter-owner of long and rich experience, | 
talk to them about the various machines | have hammered at. | had a grand talk of this kind with the 
general manager that morning, though of course he did most of the talking, out of long and rich 
experience. There is romance, the genuine glinting stuff, in typewriters, and not merely in their 
development from clumsy giants into agile dwarfs, but in the history of their manufacture, which is 
filled with raids, battles, lonely pioneers, great gambles, hope, fear, despair, triumph. If some of our 
novels could be written bythe typewriters instead of on them, how much better they would be”. 


JBP continues to explain the complexities and manufacturing processes involved making Imperial 
typewriters. 
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“A typewriter is a very difficult machine to manufacture because it has so many parts, from fifteen 
hundred to two thousand, mostly tiny; and it must be accurate. Imagine taking a typewriter to 
pieces, down to the very last tiny screw, and then giving yourself the job of manufacturing all these 
parts and assembling then correctly afterwards. | went first though the workshops where the 
separate parts are made. It was rather frightening, like finding yourself inside a typewriter with 
some colossus hard at work writing on it. There seemed to be an awful lot of power for the space. 
There were dozens and dozens of small machines, of the lathe kind, turning out springs, screws 
and nuts. 


These machines were so close to one and another, and there seemed such enormous power 
harnessed between these narrow aisles, that you felt that if one belt broke you would be torn to 
pieces. Every machine had a constant thick flow of lubricating oil. But on one machine the pouring 
liquid was crimson, and it looked for one startling second as if the moving metal were being 
drenched in blood. But that, | was told, is a new lubricant, strongly antiseptic. There are actually 
very few accidents here, in spite of my fears. But | was glad to get out of that workshop, though | 
must say that the mechanics themselves seemed cheerful enough. Across the way was the parts 
were assembled. | now know a great deal about typewriters that | had never guessed before. | 
now know how they are made to look so black and shiny in front, for | saw the frames being 
sprayed with lacquer and then artificially dried. | know how the pretty gold lettering is put on, for | 
saw them applying the transfers. | know how the type — and those people made all manner of type 
— is manufactured, for as | was shown how first a drawing is made, fifty times the required size, and 
then how from that a steel ‘master’ is made, ten times the required size, and then how from that a 
die is made, and how the die stamps out the type, in various busy machines. | saw the typewriters 
being assembled, passed from hand to hand and becoming more like my familiar companion of 
the study at every fresh move". 





Inspecting type via microscope, Imperial Typewriter Co, c1950 


In the last sentence | believe we find the clue to JBP’s connection to the Good Companion, or 
maybe and allusion to it! 
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The Good Companion, 1932-1966 


The Good Companion was introduced in 1932 and it is reasonable to think that J.B.P. probably 
picked up a machine in that year, prior to both the visit (1933) and the publication of English Journey 
(1934), from the Imperial factory. It is also unlikely that J.B.P. would have turned down an offer of a 
free typewriter, given his apparent affection for the typewriter and he may well have ‘repaid’ by 
visiting the Imperial factory in 1933 and including this in his book. 


} Letter writing becomes a pleasure 


with the “Good Companion™ Portable 
Typewriter. It costs, complete with 
carrying case, only 12 Guineas 


Write for details of this English-made machine. 


yee eM, = 
wis Imperial 
—-- ‘Good Companion 
Typewriter 
Imperial Typewriter Co.. Lid.. (Depi43) 


Head Office and Works. Leicester. 
London Office ; 85 Kingsway. W.C.2 





Good Companion advertisement from ‘Punch’, 1930s 


The origins of the Good Companion are simple. It was a machine designed by Torpedo and adopted 
by Imperial in a virtually unmodified form. Though | do not have a Torpedo to hand | do have a 
Mead portable (see illustration below), which is how the Torpedo first entered Britain as an imported 
model ‘badged’ with an English name. The Mead Company seems to have had a hand in the selling 
of machines and other products, including gramophones and bicycles, and it would have been 
perfectly in order for them to import a portable typewriter and brand it as the Mead. 


The following is conjecture! In the late 1920s Imperial had a portable Model D, which some of you 
will probably have come across. It was a workable machine, but based on the earlier models A-D 
‘standards’. By that time it was anachronistic, with its down stoke type-basket and three row moving 
keyboard. In addition in 1927 Imperial had introduced the Model 50 office machine, which 
constituted a vast improvement and progress to a truly modern standard design. The portable ‘D’ 
must have been quite out of kilter with this advance. 


The Imperial Portable Typewriter. 
“(British Manufacture.) 





type on this machine can be readily 
Pi Be, thus allowing the same machine to be 
used for more than one language, also the 
standard 4? ee carrier of 84 characters 
has spaces left for four extra type bars, allowing 
extra characters “Bel to 12 in number to be fitted, 
if required, at a slight extra cost. 

Foolscap size, fitted back-spacer, two-colour 
ribbon and a device for graduating the touch of 
the keys. 
ware complete in travelling case, 

. approx. Compiete with ~ 
seeantaee English keyboard -. £12 12 0 


Advertisement for Model D portable from the ‘Army and Navy Stores Catalogue’, 1929 
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Gfecember 1917--Typewriter Topics 


Blick-Bar Typewriting 
Machine 


The perfection and refinement 


- of the type-bar machine 


The descriptive catalogue tells why 


The Blickensderfer Mfs.Co. 


Stamford, Conn., U. S. A. 
New York Chicago 
240 Broadway Dearborn St. 





Always mention “TOPICS” when you write to ADVERTISERS 
1076 





TYPE WRITER TALES’ e 


What “Papa” Never Told Me 


In Search of Hemingway's Type Writer [sic] 
By Martin Rice 


I've had a deep seated disgust for Ernest Hemingway ever since | read, as a teenager, his 
account of how he "liberated" the Ritz Hotel in Paris on the eve of allied liberation in 1944, by hosting an 
alcoholic frenzy. While real Americans were being drained of their life's blood, the "Big" man and his 
band of ersatz pseudo-soldiers drained bottles of champagne and scotch. Nevertheless, I'm intrigued 
with his writing and especially his type writers [sic]. A sabbatical this term enabled me to fulfill an 
ambition of long standing--to visit Key West and tour the former home base of America's biggest 
braggart and lush--the Hemingway House. 


Having parked my bags at the cheapest hotel | could find (“cheap” is a relative notion in Key 
West), | headed straight to 907 Whitehead Street, the Hemingway home from 1930 to 1940 or 
thereabouts. | was eager to see the famous polydactyl cats (supposedly descendants of Hemingway's 
own) and, of course, the Hemingway type writer on display in his studio. | succeeded in having my 
picture taken with one of the famous cats then with the type writer ... well, sort of. The famous typer is 
displayed in the studio which is locked by an iron gate. At least | could stand in front of the gate and get 
my photo snapped with the type writer not too far into the 
recesses. | may give Hemingway an F- as a human being, but 
certainly an A+ for literature and tall tales. | happily spent the 
entire afternoon at the museum. Back in my hotel, the evening 
took a different turn. 


| received a phone call from fellow type-writist, Jack Knarr, 
associate editor of TypEx now living in the warmth of Tampa. "So, 
where are ya and what the hell ya been doin’?" he growled in only 
the way Jack can. (Tampa and a visit to Jack were next on my 
agenda for the drive home.) "I'm in Key West and | just spent a 
wonderful afternoon at the Hemingway House playing with the 
descendants of Hemingway's cat." As a writer himself, | thought 
Jack would appreciate that. | think many things that turn out to be 
wrong. "Hell, don't you know that's all fake?" Jack's growl again 
rolled over the speaker. "The Miami Herald did an expose of it in its 
“Tropic” magazine back in 1994. The cats are fake, the furniture's 
fake, everything in there is fake." | was dumb struck. What does 
that mean about the type writer | had travelled so far to see? 





Jack can easily shake your faith in humanity. If | didn't End of the Rainbow--Professor Meets Type 
know better, | would think the Pope had a call from Jack and that Writer 
was why he resigned. This sent me to that font of all truth, the Internet, to find out just what was going & 
on. It was like when | was a kid, hoping the truth about Santa Claus just wasn't the truth. Just like when 
| was a kid, the Jacks of the world turned out to be right. 
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Fats, one of the infamous polydactyl cats, looks for his chance 






| found the 1994 interview with Peter 
Hemingway who grew up at the Key West house, 
where he denied there were any cats at Key West 
in the 30s, or any other time. (Although, there 
were cats, and lots of them, at Hemingway's 
Havana home.) He also debunked other things, 
like the story of the penny embedded in the 
cement patio by the pool. As that story goes, 
Hemingway came back from covering the Spanish 
Civil War to find his wife, Pauline, had spent 
$20,000 putting a salt water pool on the grounds. 
Hemingway then took a penny from his pocket, 
tossed it to Pauline, and said, "You've taken all my 


money, so here, take my last penny." Pauline 





to pounce ... on me! You can clearly see his deformed left foot. then embedded the coin in the patio's cement. 


Today there's a penny there covered by thick 


Lucite level with the rest of the patio. Two things come to mind about this. The house, their car, and 
the pool itself, were all paid for with money from Pauline's family. Hemingway didn't spend a dime, let 
alone a penny, on the pool. So he would have had nothing to complain about. Secondly, Pauline would 
not have bothered to cover the penny with Lucite nor countersink it into the patio. But son Peter has 


debunked this story as well. 


In 1961, upon Papa's successful suicide, 





the Hemingway children sold the Key West 
house to Bernice Dickson. They also cleaned it 
out of all possessions and furniture save for one 
Venetian glass chandelier. The furniture went to 
Peter's home in California where it was later 
destroyed by fire. Bernice Dickson became the 
originator of the Hemingway Home Museum 
and apparently much of the mythology that 
goes with it. In fact, prior to her death, Pauline 
Hemingway had converted Papa's old studio 
into an apartment where she lived and rented 
out the house. The studio you see today has to 











The label says this is "from" the JFK 


library. Rut iust what does "from" 


be a complete re- Embedded in the pool patio, the so-called "last penny" of ... 

creation from parts whom? Hemingway or Bernice Dickson? My money's on the 
latter. 

that were not 

original to the 1930s home. 


In the main bedroom there's a Bronze Star hanging on the wall along with 
the accompanying citation. | asked my tour guide what that was all about 
and learned that Papa had received the Bronze Star in 1947 for journalistic 
excellence as a war correspondent. | couldn't quite read the citation up high 
on the wall so | took a picture with the intent to blow it up on my computer 
where | could read it. When | finally did, | discovered two things. Firstly, the 
award was to someone named ‘Donald’ and secondly it was awarded 
posthumously. Definitely not Papa's. In all fairness | must mention that the 
museum never said that was Hemingway's very medal. I've also included 
here a picture of a certificate hanging below the medal that at least purports 
to be the very words of the original citation given to Hemingway. It looks 
type-written. But can you see some oddities regarding the spacing? 


1N72 


So, what about the type writer? It's possible the museum got hold of an sk Hemingway 
Royal, but now the surrounding air of 
fabrication makes me doubt it. The 
high curved ribbon cover of the 
machine marks it as a Royal Arrow 
while pictures of Hemingway with his 
Royal clearly show a Quiet Deluxe 
with its lower, flatter ribbon cover. Of 
course, I've read that Hemingway had 
a Royal Arrow, (and, as I've been 
reminded, he used/abused type 
writers the way he did women) but 
now | wonder if those reports aren't 
based on the sightings in the Key West 
house, the very source that's now in 
question. (The Hemingway House 
Museum has yet to answer my [F : : , . PONS RE 
request for the serial number of the tobe, or not to be ... Hemingway's type writer? | managed to poke the lens of my 
type writer, which might help solve the camera through the grating to get this close-up. 
mystery.) However, if you do want a 
genuine Hemingway type writer, and one documented all the way back to the great man himself, 
University Archives still has for sale the Swedish Halda on which Hemingway wrote “Dangerous 
Summer” for Life magazine. Just cough up a hundred grand and you can start your own Hemingway 
museum. 





In A.E. Hotchner's biography of Hemingway's last 14 years of life, the time Hotchner spent with 
Hemingway, you'll find Hotchner mentioning two disturbing character traits of the great man. Firstly, S&S 
there is his penchant for telling outright lies about his exploits as "practical jokes," and Hemingways own 
remark that if a writer isn't a novelist he's bound to be a very good liar--as though novel writing is an 
outlet to curb ones mendacity. Hotchner himself will admit that for at least one of Papa's tall tales, he 
could never find out if it was true, or one of those practical jokes. Maybe it's fitting that the Hemingway 
House Museum has as much fabricated braggadocio as the alcoholic it enshrines. 


“(Having] lived with a mythomaniac, | know they believe everything they say, they are 
not conscious liars, they invent to increase everything about themselves and their lives 


and believe it.” 


--Martha Gellhorn, Hemingway’s third wife, on Hemingway. 





The "Cat House" behind the original wher the 
"Hemingway" cats spend the night. "Build it and they will 
come!" As you can see, one already has. 


Front entrance to the Hemingway House. "Mythologize it, 
and they will pay money." 13 bucks a pop and you can 
browse ail day. 








FOX Model 1 Serial No. 621 


About seven or eight years into my collecting, approximately 1978, I happened upon this machine at my 
usual Sunday morning flea market. 

Being that it was in the days before the internet, there was not a lot of information available, so 
researching its rarity was difficult. 

It wasn't until much later, after becoming friendly with many of the typewriter collectors, that I was 
able to find out just how rare this machine is. 





Owned by: Ron Ronzio, Warwick, Rhode Island 


About 35 years. 


What do I like about it the I would have to say its unique "sleigh" design and, of course, its rarity 
most ? and condition. 


What do I like about it least?| Not really anything. 


Do I use it? Occasionally, I will type a sentence or two on it; but, otherwise, it's 
strictly for display. 









Do YOU have a FAVORITE machine? If so, fill in YOUR answers to the questions above, 


and a picture (or two) and email them to Typex1@aol.com and we will try to include them 
in an upcoming issue! Send ‘em in! 








Below: Vintage cartoon from Darryl Smith, in 1990. Ironically, | believe this 
cartoon would fly today (some 23 years later), especially with all the resurgence 
in typewriter collecting/using. 








2014 AUGUST 7TH - LOTH MILWAUMEE, WISCONSIN 


In conjunction with the Milwaukee Public Museum 


Accommodations: 1200 South Moorland Road, Brookfield, Wisconsin 53005 Phone: 262-782-2900 | 


Email: info@brookfieldsuiteshotel.com http:/Awww. brookfieldsuiteshotel.com/ 


e Aday at the Milwaukee Public Museum: Display of Historically Important Typewriters from the museum's unique 
collection, Lectures, Demonstrations.... 


Auction: Typewriters & Typewriter related items (Contact me if you would like to include something in our auction) 
Swap Meet with fellow Collectors & Enthusiasts... 
A visit to Christopher Latham Sholes Gravesite... 
ADDITIONAL EVENTS...... Contact Host: Gabe Burbano at: gburbano@optonline.net 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 


THE YEAR OF THE TYPEWRITER 


Tell your pals about TypEx! 





Hi guys & oats! 

On the cover is a great shot of a typical typewriter store owner (Mr. Dillon, we presume.) 
posing in front of his store. We don’t know much about the date or location but it appears to date 
from around the late 40s or early 50s. 

To add some humor to the photo | added the caption/title Mr. Dillon...Gunslinger or 
Typewriter Man? You decide... As many of you know there was a wildly popular TV show (that 
earlier was a radio show) called GUNSMOKE that had for its leading role a fellow stage-named 
Marshal Matt Dillon (actor James Arness) who was quite renowned for his gun slinging skills. 

| thought | could poke fun at the fellow in the picture who looks like he may gun you down 
if you don’t come into his store and buy something. 

These type photos were quite common-place back in the day, and | have one just like it of 
me posing in front of my typewriter store in the 1980s. | have posted that one here so you all can 
poke fun at my picture! 

Hope everyone's making it through the long hot summer. Please write and tell me what 
you are doing with TYPEWRITERS? I'd be delighted to hear from YOU! 





BEST WISHES TO ALL - AND TAKE CARE! 
Many thanks also to all of the other readers, writers, columnists, and contributors! Keep up the 
GREAT work! Thanks for staying with The Typewriter Exchange! 


<>< ><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
News from Overseas: by Nick Fisher, England 


So the Kremlin has bought $10k worth of typewriters because they cannot be hacked? 
Some months ago | suggested to my lady friend that we had better start writing again as this is 
less easily to be intercepted! 


My gripe again this time is about those who cannot pack properly! | received an Oliver 2 a 
few weeks ago and it had been dropped on its head. | also received a Mercedes 6 which was 
packed in a cardboard box, and was similarly distressed, but not quite as bad as the Oliver. Ho, 
hum! Here we go again! 


| have recently written into BBC Woman's Hour to suggest that many women, and indeed 
some men, have contributed to the liberation of women, although | understand that there will be 
different takes on this! The role of so many stenographers, secretaries, shorthand typists, copy 
typists and audio typists has been dismissed. 


There is a lack of understanding that the contribution of these individuals is great. It is sad 
that there are museums to the great industries that mankind has enslaved the workforce to, such 
as mining, the mills, furnaces and docks that kept many countries running. There is no museum 
celebrating the lives of those who oiled the wheels of the office, but the skills of typists and 
related roles were essential to the smooth running of many businesses. 


Would you have consigned a document that had to be copied into triplicate to a less than 
skilled worker? Just imagine a few mistakes and the effect they would have had. The early 
typist had to be literate, have a decent understanding of grammar, punctuation and expression 
that would leave most of us behind today. The mundane act of typing hides the fact that many 
of the operatives were highly intelligent. Accuracy was the key of course! 


| hope to open some sort of talk with BBC Woman’s Hour and find those many women 
and men who contributed to this forgotten working world, before they are lost to us. It is 
appalling to me to hear people who denigrate themselves and say “I was just a secretary”, or just 
a typist, etc. 


And on a happy note | received a Juwel Model 2 typewriter this week, in perfectly good 
condition, shipped from Germany. | have also managed to get to a part of my collection which 
was covered in dust. Despite my pessimism they all came up fine and dandy, but | do wonder if 
| will be able to clean them quite so briskly on ten years or so. | think the machines need a 
cover, for each shelf. 

| am meeting with a couple of enthusiasts at the Victoria and Albert Museum next week 
and it will be great to do so. | hope to report on the outcome next time! 


aeons My contact email is nickurania@aol.com—-—- Phone: 44 01793-823731----------- 
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Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet 


Waiting Patiently..... 





Now that | am the proud owner of two of 
the sexiest typewriters ever built, | decided 
to try a little experiment. Set them side-by- 
side on a desktop, leave them alone, wait a 
few days, see what happens. So about a 
month has gone by and nobody’s bell has 
“dinged,” nothing has gone “bump” in the 
night and there is no embryonic ferrous 
matter forming under either of them. 
Maybe this requires a ménage a trois? 
Maybe if | squeeze the wasp-waisted 
Commercial Visible in between them? All | 
want is for one of them to hatch a Waverley, 
for heaven’s sake. 


Whadda-ya mean “that’s not the way it 
happens?” I’ve been at this for a little over 
60 years and surely you don’t think | 
BOUGHT all of these machines! Some of 








Smith Corona “Silent Super” Chrome 
C2, aS ae 0 
[Smith Premier#2_ | 565 
| Chicago (rather poor condition) | 406 





by Lynda Beckler 


them were delivered to my doorstep by the 
stork, a rather homely bird that bears a 
strong resemblance to the Horton. My 
brood Blick is reproducing; Hammonds keep 
turning up; the Smiths Premier have 
completely taken over the living room. So 
why can’t George and Lucien....ooooh, yeah, 
back to first year biology, | guess...... 


oer baywatch...recent eBay auction 
highlights. 


From the second quarter of 2013. 
All prices have been converted to US dollars 
and, in the case of live auctions, do NOT 
Include the auctioneer’s fees. 






Edison Mimeograph 8,177 
McLoughlin Index 7,610 
Salter 6 3,296 








New Franklin 1,582 
Lambert (Stenciled) 1,500 


Champion Index /999 





No sales: A McCool #2 has made at least 


three appearances, listed each time at 


$9,000. What part of this does the seller not 
“get?” A nice Edland, $9,000, and a Crown 


Index at $8,000 received no bids. 
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G.W.F. Leibniz Invents the Type Writer ... Almost 


Martin A. Rice, Jr. 

The University of Pittsburgh has a world famous Center for the History and Philosophy of Science with 
some outstanding people who teach in that program. I count myself fortunate to be listed as an associate of the 
Center. One of its members is a man of legendary philosophical status--Prof. Nicholas Rescher. Rescher has been 
on the Pitt faculty since 1961 and has published more than 60 books (one of which I’ve actually read). My satellite 
association with the Center and very minimal acquaintance with Prof. Rescher garnered me an invitation last 
December to an amazing event--the unveiling of a reconstruction of a 17th Century cipher machine designed by 
G.W.F. Leibniz. 

Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Leibniz (1646 - 1716) is the one true universal genius that the human race has 
produced in, perhaps, the last 2,000 years. More than likely he invented the calculus before Newton and assuredly 
did so independently of Newton. Already he was well aware of what we call “Newtonian Physics” and inertial 
properties of mass when he wrote the Discourse on Metaphysics in 1686, produced two versions of a machine that 


could do all arithmetical functions (an example of which survives to this day), was an accomplished engineer, court 





diplomat, wide ranging international correspondent, man of letters, and, pre-eminently, a philosopher. And unlike 
Newton, he didn’t go insane with mystic numerology in his later years. 
Buried in his monstrous corpus of writing, only now just entering 
a project of complete publication, is an obscure reference to the design and 
construction of an encryption machine. During the academic year 2010- 
2011 Prof. Rescher’s interest in Leibniz and Leibniz’ interest in 
cryptography led him to investigate the construction of the cipher machine 


based on two other of Leibniz’ inventions, the Leibniz gear--a stepped gear 





that figures in his calculator--and his calculator. Rescher’s investigation 


The Leibniz stepped gear. 


along with help from a colleague in the Engineering Department produced 

a blue print of the machine. With his contacts in Germany, and funding from Pitt’s Hillman Library, Rescher 

contacted two craftsman in Germany who built the machine from scratch out of bronze, steel, and aluminum (the 

latter, of course, an anachronism for this project). It was unveiled to specially invited members of the Pittsburgh 

academic community (like me!) in the Thornburgh Room of Hillman Library the afternoon of December 14", 2011. @& 


The atmosphere was astoundingly electric--a combination of engineering, philosophy, and archaeology. 
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Sitting in front of a gathering of about 100 plus people was 





Mystery box hides a device not seen 
in 340 years, if at all. 


name, a fact that amused me to no end), and an address by the General Counsel, the box was opened ... Almost. 
This masterfully constructed, one-of-a-kind device was in a box whose lock failed to work with flawless 


consistency. When the machine arrived earlier that week, a call had to be placed to the machinists in Germany to 


enough, address by the director of Hillman Library (who was repeatedly unable to pronounce the General Consul’s 


an exquisitely made wooden box 


only slightly larger than the cover 


speech aaa 
indi 





to an Oliver 9 type writer. 


Behind that, on a large screen 
TV, played a video in a loop that 
showed the machine in operation 
and its various parts. Flown in 
for the occasion was the German 


General Consul from New York, 


Herr Busso von Alvensleben. After 


German General Consul von Alvensleben 
addresses the assembly while a video of 
the cipher machine plays in the 
background. 


the opening formalities MC-ed by 


Prof. Rescher, a brief, but not brief 





find out how to unlock it. Finally, with help of his colleague from Engineering, and sans phone call to Germany, 


Prof. Rescher was able to unveil the machine. The pounding in my ears reached the magnitude of silence. 








better than the shot I could get 


University photo of the cipher machine— 


Ten feet before me was a device that hadn’t been seen in 
more than 340 years, and, perhaps, never had been seen, Leibniz 
having failed to convince the Holy Roman Emperor to finance its 
construction. Yet here was something whose cultural importance 
rivaled the discovery of the anti-kythera device whose construction 
has been deciphered only in the last decade. Paleontologists have 
their living fossils. Philosophy now has its own relic, but one of 


Archaeological Philosophy--the Leibniz Cipher Machine. 
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Approaching the device with reverential awe didn’t preclude 100 plus people from genteelly rushing 


forward for closer inspection. And it sure looked like what a 17th century type writer would have looked like, more 


than a full quarter century before Henry Mill’s 1714 patent (of a machine for which there are no surviving examples 


nor drawings). 


—_ 2 
Cipher machine revealed! A Leibniz gear lies on the table in front of the 
device. The machine comes with extra gears to change the ordering and thus 
increase the complexity of multi-alphabet encryption. 
i 











Pushy math lady decodes the first letter of her name, 
“Martha.” 





























A double row of keys coded to the alphabet lined the front of the machine. Pressing a key activated a lever 


not unlike a type bar. Once the gears turn, a window opens above the pressed key to reveal the letter into which the 
pressed key is encrypted. But this is no simple letter for letter encryption. A second press of the same key rotates 
the Leibniz gear by a different fraction of its circumference to reveal a different encryption of the same letter. Each 
letter is multiply encrypted. There are six different stages of encryption for each letter. The ability to set the 
Leibniz gear in 7 different initial positions, plus changing the order of encrypting alphabets under the window 
creates a bewildering complexity of encodings. One notes the settings of the Leibniz gears and the arrangement of 
the encryption alphabets at the start of an encryption and keeps those with the encoded message so the machine of 


the recipient can be set to those settings to decode the message. 





Being suitably awed, I said in an aside to Nick Rescher, “From the looks of this machine, Leibniz could 
well have invented the type writer!” “How’s your German?” He responded. “Nur ein bischen,” I replied. With a 
forefinger he motioned me to a display case where a volume of Leibniz’ Samtliche Schriften lay open and a 


paragraph was checked. The paragraph read: 


Aus gleichen principio wiewohl viel leichter, habe eine Machinam deciphratoriam vor hohe Personen 
ausgefunden. Ist eine kleine Machinula die leicht bey sich zu furen. Darauff kan ein grofer herr viele fast 
unaufléBliche Ciphern zuglich haben, und mit vielen Ministris correspondiren; weilen aber sowohl die stellun 
in Ziphern als das deciphriren miihsam, so bestehet die facilitat darinn, da8 man die gegebene Ziphern oder 
buchstaben nur greiffen darff als wenn man auff einem clavicordio oder Instrument spielte, so kommen die 


begehrten augenblicklich herau8 un stehen da; durffen denn nur abgeschrieben werden[.] 


The spelling preserves Leibniz’ 17th century original. The gist of the paragraph is, “ ... I’ve discovered a 
deciphering machine for persons of high station. It’s a small little device which can be operated easily alone. 
Personages of importance can have almost indecipherable messages and correspond with a number of ministers at 
the same time. Because encoding and decoding is so laborious, the advantage here is that by pressing the given 
cipher or letter [of the alphabet], as when one plays a clavichord or [musical] instrument, the result quickly appears; 
the letter then only has to be written down.” Amazing! It’s the same inspiration that would latter impel the 
invention of the type writer -- the ability to write letters like playing a keyboard musical instrument. 

Fighting my way back to the cipher machine, I was able to get some close up video of its operation, despite 
the fact that the machine was monopolized by a pushy woman from the mathematics department. I’ve posted the 
resulting video on YouTube. Just search for “cipher machine 1.” With help from computer sciences, Rescher has 


also “digitized” the cipher machine. The Center for History and Philosophy of Science now has a computer program 
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that will emulate the machine perfectly, just as Bletchley Park built an analog of the German Enigma machine 
during World War II. The sophistication of Leibniz’ cipher machine is such that, without an example of the 
machine to work from, the encoding it produced probably could not have been broken before the more sophisticated 
techniques of the 1930s came along. Just a little more time, and a little more money, the type writer could well have 
been credited to G.W.F. Leibniz. 

The gathering broke up close to 5 p.m. and I headed out to get some dinner in the student ghetto. As I did 


so, I could hear someone say, “Do we have to call Germany, again?” They were struggling to put the cover back on 


the machine. 





Close up of the inner workings of the machine. Note the different alphabets fitted around the main 
cylinder. Leibniz gears are to the viewers right. Pressing a key engages a lever on the object that 
looks like a threshing device. 


University Distinguished Professor of Philosophy, and re-creator of 
the Leibniz Cipher Machine, Nicholas Rescher, a modern day 
Leibniz-style polymath.. 





For more information on Leibniz and his contribution to cryptography, see Leibniz and Cryptography by Nicholas Rescher, published by The 
University Library System, The University of Pittsburgh, copyright MMXII. It is replete with pictures of the reconstructed machine. 
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Royal Portable No. 2 Vintage typewriter ad National Geographic.... Dated: February 1932 


Irs ) To TYPE ON A , 
ROYAL PORTABLE 


Far easier than writing by hand 








OU will find it amazingly simple to use a Royal 

Portable. Even if you have never operated a 
typewriter before! Its lively keys seem almost to 
anticipate your very thoughts. It ends forever the 
PORTABLE handicaps of handwriting! The price of this finest 
of home-sized typewriters is only $60 complete 
with standard 4-bank keyboard and Royal’s new 
Duo-Case. Your choice of beautiful Duotone colors. 


ROYAL 














TYPEWRITERS 


ROYAL TYPEWRITER COMPANY, INC. - NEW YORK CITY 





More than 2000 Royal Portable Dealers in the United States 


a - ae 


oa py rer Ni 


Poetry in Motion—A sweet little ad for a sweet little 
machine 


(A collectors/writers favorite without a doubt) 
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Remington Typewriter 


Sales Office Fire of ‘07 


Fireman Overcome, 50 Falling in Turn 


Queer Miature of Fumes in Boadway Cellar Werks 
Havoc for How 


MANY THRILLING RECUSES 


Typewriter Girls in Remington Office, at first in 
a Panic, Later Act as Nurses at Sidewalk Hospital. 


New York Times May 15, 1907 





Above: Remington Sales offices circa 2002 


Broadway and Worth Street yesterday afternoon 
looked like the site of a battlefield. The basement 
of the Remington Typewriter Company was 
afire, and on the sidewalk alongside the buildings 
lay rows of men gasping for breath. Surgeons, 
priests, and women bent over them and did what 
they could to relieve their sufferings. Ambulances 
were backed up against the curbings. Every few 
minutes one would receive a particularly bad case 
and hasten at full gallop to the hospital. 


But most of the firemen would not acknowledge 


the need of prolonged assistance. They took a few 
gulps of milk or vichy and went back to the 
assistance of their comrades at the fire. Many of 
them were quickly overcome again and brought 
back, assisted between two men or kicking 


violently while carried by four or five, and laid out 
once more to revive in the open air. Some of them 
were knocked out three or four times. 


The fire itself, as fires go in a big city, was trifling. 
It occurred in the sub-cellar of the Remington 
Typewriter Company’s store at 325 and 327 
Broadway. A large quantity of burlap and 
excelsior is stored there for packing of the 
machines, and a lighted candle dropped near the 
elevator shaft shortly before 11 o’clock yesterday 
morning set it ablaze. 


The fire ran along the cellar and blazed up for a 
moment fiercely, but it soon got down to the 
smoldering stage. It did not threaten the building, 
but it sent forth a peculiarly dense smoke which 
made the narrow quarters to which it was 
confined a veritable death trap. 


ONE HUNDRED GIRLS CLOSE TO PANIC 


According to the officials of the company, an 
elevator inspector was going his rounds and was 
the person who dropped the candle in some 
rubbish. Almost immediately a dense smoke 
began to pour forth. 


In the employment of the bureau of the company 
about 100 girls were assembled, awaiting calls to 
work. A policeman ran up the stairs and shouted 
“Fire!” A serious panic was just beginning, when 
the coolness of Miss. Smith, in charge of the 
bureau, and Supt. Joseph Wilson of the company 
calmed the girls. John Gill, the elevator boy, stuck 
to his post and ran the elevator up and down amid 
the smoke which every second was increasing in 
volume. 


He made six trips and brought every one of the 
women down in safety. 


When four engine companies and two hook and 
ladder companies arrived, under the command of 
Battalion Chiefs Galvin, Duffy, and Graham, and 
Deputy Chief Martin, they found the employees of 
the REMINGTON Company fighting the fire with 
buckets of water, with little effect. 


1091 





The firemen found they had a tough blaze to fight. 
Battalion Chief Graham ordered the men to 
descend into the cellar through holes broken in 
the sidewalk, in batches of six, and signal on the 
hose if they needed assistance. 


FOUND HOSE HANGING LIMP 


In five minutes the line was twitched to show that 
aid must be sent. Before the first of those hurried 
down got to the sub-cellar the hose was hanging 
limp. The first six had all succumbed to the smoke, 
while working twenty feet below ground in the 
narrow space, shut off from the air. Heat had 
melted the gas pipes and gas was escaping. 
Luckily the gas did not ignite, and it was finally 
shut off from the street. 


Stephen Grey, on of the Remington employees, 
went down into the cellar with the firemen and 
did yeoman service in carrying out the men who 
were overcome. As they were brought up to the 
outer air they were carried around the corner to 
Worth St. and laid upon the sidewalk. Ambulances 
and surgeons from four hospitals were in 
attendance, as were Drs. Quigley, Palmer, Gorman, 
and Johnson of the Police Board. 


Women employed as_ typewriters in the 
Remington and the Elliot-Fisher Companies gave 


efficient aid. As man after man was carried to the 
temporary hospital they knelt beside them, 
loosened their clothing, removed their great boots, 
and fanned the gasping men. The doctors 
prescribed milk for the ordinary cases, and from 
man to man the women passed it. 


GIRLS ACT AS NURSES 


Among the persistent toilers were Miss Catherine 
Fitzgerald, 221 West Fifteenth Street; Miss Ada 
Morris, 416 West Forty-eighth Street; Miss Anna 
Wray, 19 Tompkins Street, Brooklyn; Miss Irene 
Kennedy, S State Street, Brooklyn; Miss Margaret 
Hoctor, 479 West 165% Street; Miss Sadie Frankel, 
Miss Sadie Storm, and Miss Lucille Harris. 


Priests also came to offer their services. One 
happened to be passing when the first men were 
carried out, and at once made his way through the 





fire lines. He administered conditional absolution 
to two of those who seemed badly affected, and 
did his share of the nursing. When he was asked 
what his name was he replied: “I have no name in 
New York.” 


The Rev. Father Casserly of the Paulists, six priests 
from the churches in the neighborhood, and two of 
the Fire Department chaplains also hurried to the 
spot. 


A row of electric fans was placed along the 
sidewalk and connected with the power in the 
Elliot-Fisher Building. The firemen were laid 
underneath them, their resuscitation thereby 
being made easier. 


For a time a rumor went around that fireman 
Farley was missing, but as every foot of the cellar 
was traversed by the men, it turned out that he 
had only missed one of the rollcalls in some way. 


Chief Croker came on the scene after the fire had 
been burning an hour or two. Its importance had 
not been reported to him before. He at once went 
into the cellar and was for a time badly affected by 
the smoke. 


RESCUE ONE ANOTHER 


A feature of the fire was the rescue of each other 
by Battalion Chief Graham and Fireman Timothy 
Healy. The Chief decided to see if he could not get 
into the Remington’s cellar by the way of the 
basement of the J. Spencer Turner Company, at 88 
Worth Street. A narrow passage separates the two 
cellars. A plank was thrown across the alley, and 
the Chief and Healy made their way over alone. 


The Chief was quickly overcome and Healy got him 
out. Then Healy went in alone and fell, but the 
Chief had sufficiently recovered to pull him out 
somehow. Both were carried out on the sidewalk 
and laid in the long line of the injured. As they 
came back to their senses each remembered the 
danger of the other. It was by main force that the 
surgeons kept them on their blankets until they 
were assured that they were both safe. 
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Harry Healy of Engine No. 12, who is noted for his strength, pulled out McElligott of Truck No.8 and Julius 
Spanier of Engine No. 31. He stumbled over them in the dark cellar. He got them up to the street and then 
fell in a heap himself. Capt. La Monte rescued Frank Paulus ad Robert Bernitt and both he and Capt. 
Donovan headed their men until they had to be sent to the hospital. 


As the fight went on a new danger was added. So much water was poured into the cellar that it formed a 
deep pool. The firemen knew that if they were overcome they would fall into the water and might be 
drowned in the darkness before their plight was perceived. 


CURIOUS EFFECT OF THE FUMES 


The fumes of rubber, excelsior, and gas had a curious effect upon the men. When they came to they kicked 
convulsively and tried to get away from their rescuers. William Moscowitz of 190 Norfolk Street, 
Brooklyn, an interpreter employed by the Remington firm, was overcome, and it took six men to carry him 
to the street. In his struggles he kicked Henry Zahn of 391 Chauncey Street, Brooklyn, in the side. Zahn 
had to be taken to the Hudson Street Hospital. The police estimated the damage at $10,000. But the 
Remington people put it at almost three times as much. 


The police arrangements were admirable. Chief Inspector Cortright came over from Headquarters to see 
how things were going, but Inspector Max Schmittberger of the Traffic Squad was in active charge. He had 
under him Capt. Cottrell of the Eight Precinct and Capt. McGlynn of the Traffic Squad and a number of 
mounted men and reserves. The street cars were stopped for two hours. 


Below: A great shot of the Remington Sales Offices at 327-31 Broadway, NYC, circa 1912. 


“Mg 
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Stickney - No Serial Number 
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‘There is not a lot of information available for this machine. It is not well known and has an unusual 
construction with lead weights on the type bars for an automated return. After taking it apart, cleaning 
it and putting it together like a puzzle with its hundreds of pieces this typewriter is one of our 
favorites. In the meantime our research was successful, and we found out several things about the 
inventor Burnham C. Stickney.’ 


Owned by: Heidi und Marco Frei, Muenchenstein, Switzerland 
How was it acquired? It is a piece of the great former Remington Collection 


How long has it been in my 4 years 
Collection? 


What do I like about it the 
most ? 


What do I like about it least?| The only thing we miss, is that there is no plate with its name on it. 


Do YOU have a FAVORITE machine? If so, fill in YOUR answers to the questions above, 
and a picture (or two) and email them to Typex1@aol.com and we will try to include them 
in an upcoming issue! Send ‘em in! 
















We appreciate the unique technique and its rarity. 






good working condition but it's strictly for display. 
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-EXCITI Misa ce os 
The West Virginia annual Typewriter Meeting 
Will Convene Again On October 11"-13", 2013 


The sixth consecutive annual typewriter collectors meeting will be held at the home of Herman and 
Connie Price near Morgantown, WV on Oct 11, 12 and 13th. 


Early confirmations indicate that collectors will be attending from Australia, Italy, Germany, 
Netherlands, Canada and the US including Washington, Minnesota, Kentucky, Ohio, Illinois, Virginia, 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, New Jersey, Florida, Delaware and West Virginia. The number may exceed 40. 





As in past years, early arrivals will gather for dinner at a local restaurant on Friday evening. 
Saturday will feature "show and tell" by the attendees. Lunch will be provided by the hosts at noon. 
Attendees may sell machines during the event. There will be an auction of a custom designed Lego 
typewriter with the proceeds donated to the INTERNATIONAL TYPEWRITER COLLECTORS MEETING 
being held in 2014 at the Milwaukee Public Museum and organized by Gabe Burbano. Attendees may 
bring other machines to auction for the same purpose. 


The entire group will gather for dinner at a local restaurant for dinner on Saturday evening. 
The meeting will conclude on Sunday morning when final goodbyes will be said for another year. 


While the setting of the meeting will be the CHESTNUT RIDGE TYPEWRITER MUSEUM collection 
of over 650 typewriters and 100 calculators, the real thrill will be meeting and networking with the other 
collectors. This will be a PRICELESS experience. In addition to the normal regime of collectors who are 
accustomed to attending, quite a few new faces are planning to attend. (Let's hope Mike Brown has a 
new face!!). 


Well known collectors planning to attend include Bob Messenger, Fritz Niemann, Paul Robert, 
Hermann Kerz, Martin Howard, Richard Polt, Peter Weil, Giuliano Fanutti, Alan Seaver, Jack Knarr, Gabe 
Burbano, Jett Morton, Marty Rice, Will Davis, Dave Davis, Maddie Allen and special guest star Mike 
Brown (who will attempt to juggle five Oliver 9s, while simultaneously typing on a Caligraph.). 


For detailed information about the meeting write to: 
typewriter.museum@gmail.com Phone: Herman Price at 304-599-8075. 


THIS IS A GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO MEET-UP WITH SOME VERY FRIENDLY, KNOWLEDGEABLE 
TYPEWRITER FOLKS AND A CHANCE TO VIEW THE PRICE’S DYNAMIC, LARGE AND VARIED COLLECTION 
OF THE MACHINES WE LOVE TO OWN, EXAMINE, AND COVET! SURE TO BE A FUN WEEKEND! 


XXXXXXAXAXAXAXAXXAAXKXAXX KAKA AK AKAMA KKM KAA KAA KAKA KKK KK KK AK MM MH MHA HHA KAKA AAA AAA 


Want Ad: REMINDER: 
Wanted: Junk Yost No. 1 


International Typewriter 
Typewriter. Must have Collectors Convention 
2014 August 7th - 10th 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
Contact: Jos Legrand: MARK IT ON YOUR CALENDAR!! 


some of the round shields. 


jjlegrand@hetnet.nl 
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THE YEAR OF THE TYPEWRITER 

Hi guys & gals! WOW! The Big story. Another 
West Virginia typewriter collectors meeting has just 
concluded at Herman Price’s great Chestnut Ridge 
Museum in Morgantown. What fun, as you will see 
some pictures and text included in this issue. | was 
lucky enough to have attended (along with about 35 
other friendly folks) and as | have said many times 
before, if you can find a way to attend you will not 
regret it. Car-pool, hitch-hike, bring a sleeping bag, or whatever you have to do to get 
there, but just get there. Herman vows to do it again next October, so mark you 
calendars. 

Also, while you're marking your calendars, make sure to make arrangements to 
get to Milwaukee for the: 


International Typewriter Collectors Meeting 
Which will be held on August 7-10, 2014. 





Information and registration can be found at: www.ITCC2014.com OR contact 
Gabe Burbano at: gburbano@optonline.net OR by phone at: (201) 394-1674 
FEFEEEALEAT EEE TELE APE ET EAE E EEE ET 

In other news, | am happy to report that our collector pal John Payton is back to 
writing and has contributed to this issue. (Thanks John!) 

More thanks are due another fan favorite Marty Rice for his continued contributions 
to this newsletter and the hobby in general. (Thanks Marty!) 

| would be re-miss if | didn’t mention our Online ace Lynda Beckler, and our 
Overseas reporter, Nick Fisher. None of this would be possible without my long-time 
Associate Editor, Jack Knarr (Thanks Jack!) 

Thanks to you all for making this a fun and informative read all year long! Thanks 
also to all of our other contributors and supporters too! 

BEST WISHES TO ALL AND TAKE CARE! 
Thanks for staying with The Typewriter Exchange! 


<> <> <>< ><> <>< >< >< ><> <>< ><> <>< ><><><><><><><><><> 
News from Overseas: by Nick Fisher, England & 


With another year almost behind us it is time to think about what we have 
achieved over its course. | have come to the conclusion that it is time to stop buying, 
unless | am also winnowing the collection. | simply have no more capacity. Earlier 
this year a fellow enthusiast offered me various machines but because | had 
representative models and lack of space | had to decline the offer. 





One beneficiary of my decision to dispose of a few damaged, but some fully 
working but not commercially valuable machines have been my local hospice shop. | 
have so far given them eight machines of which they have sold seven, raising £350 
with a ‘gift aid’ bonus of £122 on top. The machines included a couple of Olivers, an 
Ideal and an AMC (Orga). Having questioned the manager at the shop it turns out 
that the AMC went with an act to the Edinburgh Festival as a prop. An Oliver 6 has 
gone to the Mechanic's Institute Trust in Swindon as an exhibit and most of the rest 
have been taken as ornaments for home offices and libraries. 


Going back to a Scottish theme | have just dispatched ten typewriters to BBC 
Edinburgh for a program called ‘Castles in the Sky’. Most of the machines are 
Imperial 50s which will comprise a typing pool in the British Air Ministry, set in the 
1930s. | do not know the details of the program, but it may be about RAF. (Royal Air 
Force) Bomber Command. The title seems to suggest this. | have some interest in the 
history of the R.A.F., particularly as my father served with them for over twenty five 
years, spending one term at RAF Edzell in Angus, which was then a U.S. Navy 
intelligence gathering base. | have also provided the BBC with a Bar-Lock, Royal 10, 
Imperial Good Companion, Underwood portable and Remington 5 portable. 


One thing about collecting is that it seems to be an ever-growing tree with new 
grown branches to climb and explore. | have recently bought a DM 5, a Kappel Fips 
and an Olympia Filia which are except in fine detail as near identical as you can get. 
These were obviously economy or ‘simplex’ type machines. All lack a carriage return 6 
lever, shift lock keys or bi-chrome ribbon switch. | have an original advertisement for 
the Olympia, dating from the 1930s when the machine retailed at one hundred and 
eighteen Reich Marks. The appearance of these machines is very similar to the 
standard Olympia portables of the period. Exciting machines, no, but interesting still. 
Happy collecting! 


—————— My contact email is: nickurania@aol.com----- Phone: 44 01793-823731----------- 
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Downsizing ........ 


Don’t get your hopes up...the typewriters are not going 
anywhere. Well, they’re getting rearranged, but | think | 
can still locate each and every one of them. 


About a month ago, out of the blue, | received a postcard in 
the mail with an offer to buy old vinyl LP records. Some of 
you know, my late husband was a hoarder, and although 
most of his stuff is stored in the basement, it was still a 
source of irritation. | called the phone number on the 
postcard and told the nice young man, “I have roughly 100 
linear feet of LP records. Are you interested?” 


A week later, Adam and his sidekick Scott appeared at my 
door. As they walked in, | got the usual “Oh my GOD!” 
reaction, and it wasn’t the LPs they were looking at, it was 
the typewriters. | told them, “Yes, we are kindred spirits. 
You like vinyl, | like iron.” They did some cherry-picking and 
loaded seven crates of LPs into a rather small car. This was 
not the end of them. 


Two weeks went by and once again they were at my door 
and left with another four crates. They were being pretty 
picky, and | really thought | had seen the last of them, but 
at least they had made a good dent in the mess. 


Last weekend, Adam called me and said, “Scotty has lost his 
mind. May we come back again?” This time, they arrived 
in a Ford Econoline van with a couple of heavy-duty 
dollies©® The entire LP collection is GONE! along with a 
few record cabinets | threw in as a goodwill gesture. 


So now | have about 50 linear feet of empty record 
cabinets....or.... | did have.... These things were designed to 
carry a lot of weight, and as it turns out, with the doors and 
masonite dividers removed, the shelves are just the right 
height and depth to accommodate all but the largest of the 
standard typewriters. 

‘oe ~ —_— ; 











This seemed like an opportune time to rearrange the herd 





Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet 












by Lynda Beckler 


and get rid of some of the excess furniture in the living 
room. For some months, | had been planning to break up 
my “Sun, Moon, World” display, mainly because even the 
most erudite typewriter scholars simply didn’t “get it.” This 
of course, meant moving the one | affectionately call the 
“Fat Lady.” My Moon Hopkins has no motor, so it was just 
a matter of sliding the old girl onto a new table. Simple, 
except that said new table stands about one inch higher 
than the old one. | was able to get only so far with this 
operation, but | rather like the oblique angle. It seems to 
somehow enhance her presence. 








baywatch...recent eBay auction highlights. 


From the third quarter of 2013. 

All prices have been converted to US dollars and, in the 
case of live auctions, do NOT 

Include the auctioneer’s fees. 


[The Senniipy “922 es ers Sa OL | 


OK, you guys, | did my part this past quarter. The little 
Meteor is sitting on my dining room table, waiting patiently 
for a permanent spot, and the “Yiddish” Corona 3 is on its 
way in the mail. 

Here’s the list of no-bids: 
That little McCool is still listed, Buy it Now for $7,200 
A Crown Model 1 listed at $11,700 
Merritt Index, nice looking machine but overpriced at 
$3,750 
A Frakturschrift Torpedo listed at $1,499 
A Greek Imperial B listed ay $1,300 
Hammond Typewriter stand, $695 
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THE TYPE-WRITER -- AN AMERICAN ICON 


The important reason for using the type-writer, as important as the tactical “feel,” is its 
iconicity. The writer at his type-writer is a picture that is singularly iconic. The machine makes 
the writer. There’s only one thing to do when you sit down to the type-writer’s keyboard and 
that’s WRITE! Who knows what the geek at his laptop is doing. Is he masturbating while he 
surfs for porn? Is he engaged in the infantilism of gaming? Or, perhaps he’s just reading the 
news--anything but writing! Ah! But the writer at his clavigraph, you know what he’s doing! 


It’s immediately mature, respected, and serious. 


Say he’s typing a letter to a friend. What concentration it takes! The machine is 
unforgiving. It is reality bled on paper. The punch of the key must be deliberate. Mistakes are 
indelible. Real action can’t be recalled, only regretted. Typing is as real as blood on the evening 
news and as unavoidable. The virtual is ephemeral, a fog until it’s printed. Even then the paper 
is only painted, not punched. Typing, like reality, hurts. It bruises the paper. When the letter is 
received, one knows an effort was made, that the writer had to sweat, that he had to meet the 


real, that he cared. Clicking “send” is a cop-out. Effort is appreciated. 


Who is the dactyl-o-grapher? He is Jack London freezing the Yukon, he is Hemingway 
dead drunk on his lies, or Ernie Pyle simply dead in the Pacific. He is Kerouac on the road and 


Wolfe in white. They are his “cloud of witnesses,” his family in the Order of the Keys. They are 
he and he is they. 


Martin A. Rice, Jr. 
--Originally sent to Jack Knarr from my Oliver 11. 
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TYPE WRITER TALES 


Secrets of the Oliver ... Black Box 


Martin A. Rice, Jr. 

The term “black box” became popular in the 
1930s to signify a structure that could be totally 
defined in terms of its behavior, or inputs and outputs, 
without the need to know anything about its internal 
structure. Behaviorist psychologists of the period so 
treated the human mind, as just another black box. 
The concept had its most fruitful application during 
the 1940s when British cryptologists were able to 
decipher the encoding behavior of the German 
Enigma machine without knowing anything about its 
construction. In this episode of “Type Writer Tales” 
we will attempt to unearth the internal contents of yet 
another “black box,” the Oliver Type Writer's utilities 
and tool box! 

Auction sites like ebay seem to be exploding 
with Olivers in a way they weren't ten years ago. 
With these decidedly Victorian-by-appearance 
machines also comes an explosion of Oliver-iana: 
ribbon tins, instructions booklets, post cards, and the 
ever curious Oliver “black box,” the box that 
contained tools and paraphernalia shipped with each 
newly purchased machine. You know the one | 
mean. It comes about 6.25” long, 1.25” high, 2” wide, 
the famous Oliver logo blazoned across the top and 


quite definitely jet black with silver printing (see photo 


on the next column). 
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Every time | buy one it comes with a slightly different 


assortment of contents and sometimes is totally 
lacking in content. This always arouses my curiosity 
and makes me wonder what were the canonical, 
original contents of the box as packed brand new. 
Having purchased eight of these over five years, I’m 
going to go on the assumption that | have a large 
enough sample size to attempt an_ inductive 
determination of what the contents could have 


originally been, at least at a minimum (see photo 


below). 





You might ask what makes me think that after 


a hundred years or more any of these boxes contain 
what they did originally? One clue that they do still 
contain a representation of their original content is the 
remarkable similarity in the current contents of boxes 
as they come from varying sources and regions of the 
country. All eight of my boxes came with a horsehair 


whisk with wire handles in the same identical 











All but one also contained a very slim artist's 
paint brush of the sort you might find in a child’s water 
color set. Such is displayed to the left of the whisks 
in photo 3. Five contained type brushes with handles 


marked with the word, “Oliver” (see photo below). 





It does seem a good bet that in a box labeled, “The 


Oliver Typewriter Co.” One would find objects marked 
with the name of the company like the type brushes. 
The boxes would be the kind of thing one would put 
away in a drawer, and forget once the type writer 
itself fell into disuse, or even before. Thus, they had 
the possibility of remaining undisturbed for long 
periods of time ... like the stuff in my drawers. In such 
a condition they could even survive the (dare | say 
it?) The “junking” of their mother machine. Of course, 
if Hemingway had owned an Oliver, he probably 


would have lost the contents of the box in a drunken 


| 


configuration (see photo below). 


stupor, or, perhaps, when a jilted wife threw it at his 


head. 


Two of these brushes deserve our attention & 


more than the others. Both have ivory handles (see 


photo below). 





One is clearly marked, “Oliver,” on the handle. 
The other at extreme right appears to be more in the 
configuration of a tooth brush than it is a type 
cleaning brush. It’s handle is faintly stamped with, 
“Qualité Extra Fine,” in the central portion and with 
“warranted sterilized” near the end of the handle. 
Now, why would anyone want a type cleaning brush 
to be sterilized? Of course, there would be no need 
for it, but with a tooth brush it’s a different story. The 
possibility here is that the owner of the Oliver lost his 
original brush and substituted a tooth brush, 
something I’ve used to clean type as well. We can 
conclude with a fair degree of certainty that the “tooth 
brush” was not original to the Oliver black box but is 
what | call “secondary” content. Another brush, 
clearly not a tooth brush, came in one box and similar 
to the tooth brush was marked, “Extra Fine Quality,” 


on the wooden shank (see photo on next page). 
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No indication of having been sterilized appears 
on this brush, nevertheless the owner felt safe to use 


it to clean his type. It’s certainly possible that the 





Oliver Company used various contractors to supply 
brushes for their machines without feeling the need to 
label every brush with the Oliver logo. So, | can’t 
definitely rule out this brush as original to its box. It 
seems quite safe to conclude that each black box 
was originally issued with a type cleaning brush. 
Whether or not all the brushes were marked “Oliver” 
is something that can’t be determined at this point. 


From time to time a screw driver shows up in 


the black box (see photo below). 





I've come across four of these. You might wonder 
what the casual typist could adjust on the Oliver. At 
least the screws controlling the variable line 


adjustment would be accessible. But only one of the 















four tools has a blade with parallel sides that would fit 
it to the Oliver's small machine screws (tool on the 
right in photo 7). However, Olivers no. 2 through 9, at 
least, came bolted to their baseboards inside the 
wooden shipping crate. The screw drivers would aid 
the owner in removing the large brass screws that 


held the machine down. They could also serve as a 





“just in case” extra that would salve the curiosity of 





the mechanically minded late Victorian public who 





loved to view the internal workings of their new 





machines. 

Two screw drivers from the boxes clearly 
have a late 19th century appearance. These are 
green handled like the one in photo 7. The fancy 
wood turning of the handles is something we wouldn't 
expect to find today on such utilitarian objects. Yet, 
its just the aesthetic touch that would tickle the 
Victor-o-Edwardian public. Moreover, I’ve come 
across some evidence that would mark these two 
screw drivers as original box contents. An ebay 
vendor recently listed an Oliver no. 3 with original 
paperwork from the original seller--the Typewriter 
Distributing Syndicate of Chicago, Ill.. Although this 
machine was apparently sold from a second hand 
distributor, it seems to be packaged as it would have 
originally come from the Oliver Woodstock ‘factory. 
Accordingly, it contains the Oliver black box whose 
contents are, the horsehair whisk, fine paint brush, 
ivory handled type brush and one green handled 


screw driver identical to the one pictured from 
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collection. This would also indicate that ivory handled 


brushes are earlier than the wooden handied ones. 


At least down through Oliver no. 3, Ivory was 
standard for Oliver type brushes. Thus, the green 
handled screw drivers are original contents of the 
box. 

Although we can be sure the boxes originally 
contained a screw driver, | can’t be sure that the 


remaining two screw drivers in my collection are of 


the sort that would have been original to the boxes 


(see photo below). 





Just as the Oliver Co. changed from ivory handled 
type brushes to ones with wooden handles, it may 
well have switched from the green handled screw 
drivers to ones less ornate after production of the 
Oliver no. 3 ceased. But without a larger sample 
base | can’t be sure. The parallel sided blade of the 
newer looking screw driver on the left in photo 8 
would certainly be my choice for inclusion in a type 


writer utility box, but obviously wasn’t the choice of 








the Oliver Co. early on. Perhaps, in later years, 
packers simply grabbed whatever screw drivers were 
handy and tossed them in the boxes. Your guess is 
as good as mine, maybe even better! 

At this point, let’s sum up where we stand. 
The Oliver black box at least contained one type 
cleaning brush with ivory (early) or wood (late) 
handle, one screw driver, one horsehair whisk, and 
one small artist’s brush for cleaning. Objects that 
came with my boxes that are probably secondary 


contents are, one ivory handled tooth brush, one type 


brush of bottle brush design marked “Woodstock 


Typewriter Co.” on the handle (see photo below), 
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one type cleaning brush in “roller” configuration 


(secondary only because it is unique among the 


Se boxes--see photo below). 





One of my boxes contains two items unique 
among the others, but items we can be sure were 
original to the box. A 3 by 5 inch slip of paper 
contains an ad for Revilo type writer ribbons, the 
brand sold by the Oliver Co. itself. The back side of 
the paper is marked, “IMPORTANT KEEP FOR 
REFERENCE.” Where else would one keep such, 
save in the Oliver black box? Then there is the wire 
ring whose ends are twisted into a sharp point, 


obviously a cork screw for opening the Oliver oil 


bottle (see photo below). 











If this tool had actually been used, it would have been 
left in the bottle’s cork for continued ease of use. 
This explains the absence of the cork screw from 
other boxes and why finding one in a box would be 
rare. Hence, its uniqueness does not indicate it is 
secondary content. 

One object you might expect to find in the 


black box, but | never have, is the Oliver oil bottle. 


There are four such bottles in my collection (see 


photo below), 





two are empty and missing their paper labels. One is 
empty and still retains its cork and paper label, one is 
complete and unused, still having its original wax seal 
over the cork and filled with oil. I’ve bought each 
separately on ebay. Of course the oil bottle, if it came 
originally in the black box, would have been removed 
as soon as it was needed and never replaced to 
avoid spilling. Thus, their absence from the black box 
is no indication that they were not original to the 
contents of the box. And so neither can we say they 


were original to the contents of the box. Whereof we 


cannot speak, thereof we must be silent.* 


*The last tortured aphorism from The Tractatus: 
Logico-Philosophicus, by Ludwig Wittgenstein. 
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CALLING ALL NEWBIES... 





BY JOHN PAYTON 





I've been trying to recall this morning when I first 
began my typewriter collection. It has been a while, 
but compared to most of the veterans in the 
community not long at all — not yet six years, I'd 
say. So it's fair to say I'm still very much a newbie, 
and a simple fact that I still make lots of what I'd 
call newbie mistakes. 





A quick, informal check shows me to have about 
200 typewriters and a couple dozen toy typers, 
about 40 typewriter tins, a score of postcards, three 
dozen typewriter pins, and roughly twenty typing 
manuals (plus a set of LP records of lessons from 
the Corona folks on how to type). Add to that a 
complete TYPEX and ETC collection and one 
ribbon winder from Mike Brown and I think you 
about have it. 
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Of these, maybe twenty typewriters are low-profile 
and ultra-compact portables. Maybe ten are 
wide-carriage machines. Of the remainder, easily, 
the majority consists of portables, mostly Coronas 
Remingtons, Royals, and Underwoods. There are 
about two dozen of the more desirable collectibles 
such as the Blicks, Olivers, the Chicago, New 
Crandall, Merritt, Odell, Hall, the Hammonds, etc. 
etc.. None of the truly rare machines grace my 
collection — no Ford or Postal, no first generation 
Hammonds, no Columbias. No Victor, one of 
which slipped away from me recently and whose 
passage through my life is remembered with some 
considerable grief. 


My point, or at least part of it, is that I have tried to 
build a nice collection of the typewriters I like most 
and that at the same time are not over-the-top 
common, and until I got hooked on vintage 
portables I think I've done fairly well. The lust for 
portables, particularly European portables, I blame 
almost entirely on Will Davis, bless his brilliant 
mind and heart. 


I tried to sort out what were the best reference 
books and to acquire, read, and remember them as I 
went along. The portables forum and typewriter 
forum were a great help with all the hundreds of 
posts that flooded my computer day after month 
after year. I tried to read them all, take notes, and 
learn as much as possible. There is a huge file 
somewhere on one of my computers that contains 
all I gleaned from the forums on cleaning agents @® 
others on threads about typewriters I had at the time 

and hoped yet to have. Not really sure where these 
are now as I've built quite a few new machines and 








shuffled the contents of dozens of disk drives 
between machines and only God knows, truly, what 
remains and what has been lost forever. The 
thousands of forum posts have become a blur. 


So: tried to learn all I could, tried to make good 
selections for the collection, and tried not to get 
stung too often by lust and haste. Sitting here at the 
keyboard on our back porch, looking out over the 
tree shaded back yard, dogs asleep beside me, well 
into a warm, late summer Texas morning, | feel a 
real sense of happiness that I got into this odd and 
wonderful world with all the other odd but 
wonderful people who populate it around the globe. 
But some time in the last year and a half I realized I 
had made some serious early mistakes that have 
snowballed over the years, and now I'm trying to 
sort out how to rectify them. 





My first stirrings of worry began when I got a copy 
of Dave Leopard's “Rubber Toy Vehicles 
Identification & Value Guide”. Rubber cars and 
trucks are another passion of mine. In his 
introduction, this delightful fellow wrote a short, 
simple paragraph that has had me running a bit 
ragged the last six months. Here it is, a true gem for 
any newbie: 

“One of the most critical, and most difficult 
steps for a writer is to 'define the universe. 

In other words, determine what must be 

included in the book and, as a direct result, 
determine what will not be included.” 
Substitute “collector” and “collection” and you 
have the equivalent of Asimov's First Law of 
Robotics. For those of you readers who are 
interested in the typewriter as an actual functioning 
creative tool, and no more other than perhaps an 
appealing look, this may not seem to apply. 
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But you should read on because, well, to 
paraphrase Lays Potato Chips, I bet you can't own 
just one. 


I had no idea where I was going to go with my 
collecting, none at all. Didn't care. I liked it, it 
seemed like a good add, and I tried to buy it. But in 
time a nagging thought began to whisper in my 
head: “What now?” That's right: What now, what to 
do with all this hardware and stuff? I began to look 
more closely at what I'd assembled. An unformed 
thought began to take shape, inspired by one of my 
hundreds of visits to the Davis' websites: My 
collection needed a website. 


If you're OCD and have ever looked at the pages 
source info of one of you favorite sites, you likely 
will have experienced a rush of pleasure at the lines 
of HTML flowing down the screen. Regardless 
whether you think, “I can do this!” like the girl in 
Jurassic Park or “Damn!” as is so often the case 
when I find my fancy tickled, it's very likely that 
there is a Dummies book in your near future. There 
was in mine. 


Quite a few hours later, months really, I had sorted 
out my shiny site. It worked, though imperfectly, 
and it looked pretty good, though it didn't look so 
good on any computer other than my own, and I 
was happy. My entire collection was online. 


Website: http://www.mellow60s.com/ 


Po 


That was maybe two years ago, or three — hard for 
me to say. In the time between then and now, 
however, the collection doubled in size and the toy 
collections had tripled in size and my health had, 
vanished. The site, however looked shabby to me 
by then, a little embarrassing even, and it was 
woefully out of date. It wasn't too bad, though, until 
folks began to talk about taking their typewriter to 








the coffee shop to write, or the park, or to the office 
even. That led to a many questions about which 
was the best small typewriter, and why, and why 
not this one instead? 


Seemingly overnight, portables were all the rage 
and I had almost no vintage machines in my 
collection, more particularly virtually no collectible 
European portables. I knew nothing about them. Of 
course, Will Davis' site quickly remedied that and | 
went a bit berserk adding the ultra-small and the 
compact typewriters. There seemed to be no 
thought whatsoever about defining my collecting 
universe. 


Now I'm playing catch-up in two directions, trying 
to update the site and to thinking about what else I 


can do before I finish what already is too far behind. 


It came to me last week that I can update the site 
and add a new project all at the same time, so I'm 
leaving a space at the top of each page for some 
details of current events at the time of that 
typewriter, some history of the machine, something 
about the inventor, and anything I find about the 
typewriter that makes it special. Slow progress is 
being made. 





= > - . 
There will be no new typewriters for quite a while, 
nor any new toys. But the portables will be much 
more than trophies, as will all the terrific 
typewriters I've had the good fortune and patient 
wife to find, and I'll see what I can do about 
keeping the definition of my particular universe 





limited to this one, and in just this particular 
dimension of the thousands my reading tells me 
exist. Instead of accumulating more, it is time G 
play catch up, and to get what I have cleaned up. 
It's just stuff otherwise. 


The point of all this, really, is to encourage other 
newbies to try to take but one collecting step at a 
time. Failing to do so may leave you paralyzed and 
overwhelmed by your collection, and unable to 
enjoy it, much less give it the care and research it 
deserves. Define your universe before, rather than 
after, you bring home that novel-generating Hermes, 
before the novel gets lost among the typewriter 
paperweights, tins, photos, ads, parts, magazines, 
postcards, and books that seem to clutter and 
overwhelm your desk or shelves or whatever. Need 
inspiration? Two words: Robert Messenger. 


http://oztypewriter.blogspot.com/ 


Below: A Corona ad from Robert Messenger’s 
typewriter blog. 





eA Corona at last— 
I’ve always wanted one! 








"Whro is thevsthiecheon’tlongedeo 
own a Personal Writing Machine? 


earn a larger income. 
No wonder other gifts seem com- 
monplace by comparison. 

Tf you have ever thought of giv- 
ing a Corona, by all means do it 


The Personal Writing Machine 


Built by CORONA TYPEWRITER COMPANY, Inc., Groton, N.Y. 


this year—for a new Corona has 


sixteen years’ experience the 
axivice of half a million users have 
shown to be desirable. 

Ask one of our 1300 dealers to 
show you this i 


— #50 complete with carrying case. 
If you do not know the dealer's 
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“OCT-TYPER” FEST IN WEST-BY-GOD-VIRGINIA 





Above: Group photo of attendees. Photo credit: Holly Quigley. 


How much fun can a group of typewriter collectors have in one short 
weekend??? | can’t count that high, but thanks to Herman & Connie Price of 
Morgantown, West Virginia we were able to give it our best shot. Actually, the 
weekend was more fun than a barrel of monkeys, and wasn’t nearly as messy! 
In fact there was so much going on, it will be impossible for me to cover it all 
in the limited space we have available, but | intend to give it the old college 
try. 


I the past | have attended some of these gatherings and they are always a 
blast. But this was something different, something special. It ballooned from 
the usual 10 people or so into a truly International Event with a record turn- 


it of somewhere around 35 of nicest 
knowledgeable folks you would ever care to meet. 


typewriter/collector/user- 


(“By the time | got to Woodstock we were half-a-million strong” No I’m just 
kidding, but that’s what it felt like.) Actually, when | arrived on Friday 
afternoon at four pm there were already faithful enthusiasts talking 
typewriters. As the sun set on a misty-light drizzling night, more and more 
pulled into the driveway. Our capable hosts suggested that we were too many 
people to be seated into one restaurant for dinner, so we arranged to divide 
into smaller groups and venture out for our dinner break. After everyone had 
their fill of good tasting vittles we all reassembled back at Herman’s for 
typewriter talk and swapping stories (| mean lies) and be bedazzled by 
Herman’s incredible and massive typewriter collection. This also gave us time 
to meet old friends and put faces to the new faces that quickly became new 
friends. Most “partied” till way late in the night, with instructions to return at 
9:00-9:30 to start the Saturday proceedings. 


| don’t know how many folks got to sleep, but | did not. | was up most all 
night with the thoughts of typewriters dancing in my head. You know, like 
Christmas! | do need to mention that quite a few attendees had travelled 
hundreds and even thousands of miles across multi time-zones, so | know they 
were missing sleep as well. At any rate thanks to Herman, Saturday was jam- 
packed with events to entertain the young and old alike. (Forgive me for 
leaving some of them out as space is limited here.) 


As | recall the first order of business was celebrating Fritz Niemann’s 
irthday. Fritz is a veteran collector attending from Dissen, Germany. Then 
first of many presentations began and their seemed to be no limit to the 


number of folks who have brought “special” machines to talk about. Herman 
Price gave a talk about an odd Embossing/Stamping machine that most folks in 











attendance seemed to be unaware of. See photo below, credit: Mike Brown) 





Jett Morton arrived sporting a red hot 350Z and enough popcorn to feed an 
Army, and what could be better? Oh! He also brought his ultra-rare 
Woodstock branded Oliver and gave us all an updated education about its 
discovery. (See photo below, credit: Mike Brown) 





In between the talks Herman was the presenter for the newest recipient 
of the so-called “QWERTY” award, and this year it went to our pal (and well 
deserved) Professor Peter Weil. A plaque proclaiming Peter’s researching of 
typewriter history and his expertise, and his writing contributions to the 
ETCetera magazine were honored. Also included by our loving hosts was the 
neatest sheet cake I’ve ever seen. Where else will you see pictures of 
typewriters adorning a sheet cake? It almost felt like a sin to eat it. (See 
photos below, credit: Mike Brown) 





During some of the “smoke & beer” breaks we would venture outside on 
what turned out to be a near-picture-perfect fall day to discover there were 
some “booty” for sale or trade. (Photo credits below to M. Brown) 




















Meanwhile, back inside Connie, Corny, Holly and the ladies (actually the 
better-half’s) were whipping up lunch and all the comforts of home. Then the 
talks and presentations continued. Way too many to name here, but | 
remember Alan Seaver from Minnesota, telling us about his rare/desirable 
Gorham Sterling Silver Corona portable typewriter. Additionally, Mark Frankena 
from Virginia brought a show-and-tell of his stapler/fastener collection and did 
his best to educate the masses with regards to these items. Mark also hosts: 
www.officemuseum.com Even the youngsters got involved and Jaden Quigley 
from Virginia and Josh DiMora, from New York talked about their portable 
machines. Sometime after, Greg Fudacz from Connecticut talked about his 
collecting prowess and his fondness for collecting machines which had their 
origins in Connecticut. He showed off some small Royal company badges which 
he was able to unearth and a rare Stainless steel Royal portable. Professor 
Richard Polt, from Cincinnati, gave and interesting presentation using material 


t 


that he hopes to incorporate into a book titled “The Typewriter Insurgency.” 


Other goings on in between all the presentations was the typing of a guest list 
by attendees on a sweetest little C-H-R-O-M-E Smith-Corona portable 
typewriter that was supplied by our host. Herman had just acquired this little 
beauty from the famed Internet seller by the name of Dean Jones, of Kentucky. 
Actually Dean was hoping to attend the meet in person but at the last minute 
was unable to pull it off. Below is an actual photo of the attendee list. Please 
note that | believe that some folks who were in attendance forgot to “sign.” 


weipebure Va 


Fark setersen, Setioneture. 


eeeren pies. JOitie torn, mH 

Hichsel A. brown, fhilucclphte, Pa ‘TYEx, 
Gleaéie) Allen — ch AS ?, 

re Alnee 


ighte, “D 
ee he Netherlands” 
idge, ve 





There were 
other presentations by, Peter Weil of Delaware, Gabe Burbano of New Jersey 
who gave us all an update on the upcoming International Convention in 
Milwaukee, WI that he is organizing for August of 2014. (More information 
elsewhere in this issue.) At one point Herman Price auctioned off one of his 
Lego (Salter) typewriters to benefit the upcoming convention in Milwaukee. 
Greg Fudacz was the high bidder. Martin Howard of Toronto, Canada also 
entertained the crowd and well as the always informative Professor Marty Rice 
of Johnstown, PA. The likable Paul Robert from the Netherlands talked about 
books he has co-written and published and had thoughtfulness to bring along 
his famed re-production waterslide decals and make them available to the 
crowd. His traveling partner Hermann Kerz, from Cologne Germany, who is 
renowned for his meticulous and expert restorations of old typewriters brought 
along his reproduction replacement parts for such things as chrome Peoples 
type-wheel lid, rubber type sheets for the World No.1 and No.2 and also the 
rubber type for the Hall index typewriter. Fritz Neimann of Germany also gave 
a presentation with his rare Enigma machine that he had brought for show-and- 
tell. 


After all the talking, everyone was hungry by dinnertime and Connie Price 
announced that instead of everyone splitting up and going out to different 
restaurants as we did on Friday night, that the ladies would put together a meal 
at the house so we could all eat together like one big “happy family.” What a 
treat! Again, THANKS to the ladies for really taking care of us! After dinner and 
at other times as well, there were small group meetings on the back porch (and 
other places as well.) | would be re-miss if | did not include the fact the two of 
the senior deans of typewriter collecting were in attendance. Namely, Jim 
Rauen of San Jose, California, and Dennis Clark, of Connecticut. Photos below 
credit: Martin Howard. Also Will Davis of Ohio, who operates the Yahoo Groups 
Portable Typewriter Forum “chat line”, announced that he is working on writing 
a new book. 





(Above photos courtesy Martin Howard) Other highlights of the weekend 
included the attendance of Gary Nichols, from California, and his sound 
assistant who were filming and interviewing folks to add to their upcoming 
documentary titled: “The Typewriter (In the 21* Century”). They have already 
completed most of it and hope to finish it soon. They've even managed to 
interview Tom Hanks for their film and as most of you know, Tom is a budding 
(if not famous) typewriter enthusiast. Tom, if you are reading this, please 
come to our next meeting, I’m sure you won’t be disappointed. And | know 
you would be respected and welcomed! And last but not least, Herman 
provided 16 typewriter carry cases on top of his pool table so attendees could 
play game. Participants could get a printed form from Herman and then, 
without peeking inside could “guess” which typewriter would have been insid 

the case. Of course, to be the funny man he is, Herman picked mostly vic 
cases and rare obscurities so as to stump even most of the experienced 
Sunday morning some of 
the faithful returned to get in some last minute chat time and then the hugs and 
goodbyes soon followed, closing the chapter on what was an unforgettable and 
wonderfully special weekend. (Sorry for the smaller than usual type-size, but it 
was the only way to fit the story in this issue.) Robert Messenger who traveled 
all the way from Australia was certainly a crowd favorite as he has had a large 
online impact with his blog posting and research postings, and most were 
excited to have a chance to actually meet him in person for the first 
time.>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> >>> >>> >>> >>> >> >>>>>>>>> 


collectors. Nonetheless, it was a really fun game. 


TECHNOLOGY EXHIBIT...at the DAR Museum October 2013-August 2014 


“Creating the Ideal Home, 1800-1939: Comfort and Convenience in America” 
October 4, 2013 to August 30, 2014: This exhibition explores how we got from 
the fireplace and washing clothes by hand to the many conveniences we take 
for granted today like automated electric appliances, plumbing and central 
heating. The comforts and conveniences that define modern life did not come 
about overnight but evolved during the nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. Daily chores became easier especially for the housewife as American 
inventors patented all sorts of labor-saving devices from: the vacuum to the 
washing machine. Technology also brought about ready entertainment and 
instant communication through the radio and telephone. Lighting advanced 
from the flickering candle to a bright, gas powered flame. Expectations forever 
changed with the introduction of electricity into homes beginning in the 1880s. 
Electrically powered devices like the light bulb and toaster defined the modern 
house by the roaring 1920s. The 1939 World’s Fair in New York City celebrated a 
“Century of Progress” with the debut of the television, a wonder tha 
mesmerized visitors at the RCA building. Over sixty objects (including a sol 
Glidden type writer) dating from the late eighteenth to the early twentiet! 
centuries will be on exhibit showing the “latest” devices that no one could live 
without. In the final analysis, however, did these devices actually save time or 
did they create more work? The DAR Museum is opened M-F 9:00-4 and Sat. 9- 
5 and is located at 1776 D Street, NW. Website www.dar.org Patrick Sheary, 
Curator of Furnishings, DAR Museum, Wash. DC 202-879-3242 
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St b for Repairs 


TEN MINUTES today. Thirty minutes tomorrow. Wasted—weck after week! 
While the repair-man tinkers, and your secretary waits. This is a penalty you are 
paying for every obsolete typewriter in your office. « These old and inefficient 
machines are an actual liability. Not a saving in any sense of the word! They are 
a handicap to even the most experienced operator. They suppress her skill, make 
her seem slow and careless. Your correspondence is held up, and never as neat 
and accurate as it should be. ¢ Dispose of this time-wasting equipment. Replace 
with new Easy- Writing “Shift freedom’’ Royals. This advanced typewriter speeds 
and eases all typing. It minimizes fatigue, reduces conscious effort. When capital 
letters are written, the carriage remains stationary. Gone are the jar and bang of shift- 
key operation. @ Invite a demonstration. Learn about “Shift freedom,’ and many 
other exclusive advantages of the new Easy-Writing Royal. Compare the Work! 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 

Hi all, and welcome to Typex 2014. I’m very 
excited about the August 2014 Convention that will 
be here before we know it. PLEASE REGISTER 
NOW. Hope to see you all there! 

In this issue | am happy to be able to cover a 
subject that is near and dear to my heart. Namely 
the typewriter repairman, of which | have been a 
ranking member for all of my adult life (40 years). 

| am happy to be able to honor three typewriter 
repair legends; Barron (pg1113) Burgess (pg.1118) 
and Whitlock (pg.1122). Throw in some Type-In coverage (pg. 1111 thanks to Nick 
Fisher) and (pg. 1123 thanks to Richard Polt) a smattering of other typewriter repair 
items, a great Calling All Newbies piece by John Payton and of course Lynda 
Beckler’s OnLine/Baywatch and you have some fun, informative reading. E N J O Y! 


The INTERNATIONAL TYPEWRITER Collectors Convention 


is coming, ARE YOU??? Please register NOW before the rates go up! 

The meeting will be held on August 7-10, 2014, in Milwaukee, WI (As of this 

writing 30 folks have already signed up!) 

Information and registration can be found at: www.lITCC2014.com OR contact 

Gabe Burbano at: gburbano@optonline.net OR by phone at: (201) 394-1674 
Thanks for staying with The Typewriter Exchange! 
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News from Overseas: by Nick Fisher, England 

| used to find year end was a quiet time for collecting, but there is always 
something out there for the eBay browser, so despite my determination to rein in my 
collecting | saw the addition of an Oliver-Stolzenberg and Oliver No.20 in ‘War Finish’. 
| had to pick the Oliver up from Abingdon, near Oxford, where the M.G. automobile 
was manufactured at one time. The Oliver was a bargain for just £5 so | left the 
vendor with £10, particularly as they had just left the machine out in their porch for 
me to collect. People do this sort of things with eggs and fruit locally, just leaving an 
honesty box and the stock outside. This trust is rarely abused, as | guess, most people 
can be trusted, thankfully! 

A personal highlight of my year was the opportunity to meet fellow collectors at 
what | understand was the second Type-in in the U.K. which was pretty much 
organized by Richard Polt (as was the first a few days before!). A diverse group 
assembled at a pub not far from the Kensington museums in London. My lady friend 
joined us for a few minutes before departing for the Victoria and Albert Museum. The 
meeting was attended by Piotr Trumpiel from Poland, Richard Polt, Jim from the U.K,, 
myself and the mysterious and nattily dressed gentlemanly ‘Bikethru’; no real name 
ventured! Bikethru turned out to be a freelance journalist who was working at The 
Times newspaper and due into work that afternoon. 

Lunch comprised a few piles of sausages with potato chips and tomato sauce, 
washed down with Fuller's Best bitter. Yes, good warm English beer, brewed just up 
the road. Conversation was animated and pretty much about typewriters. 
Typewriters present were Piotr’s Imperial Good Companion, Jim's Empire Corona, 
Richard's Kolibri, Bikethru’s Remington Noiseless and my Ideal Model M. Our 
clattering antics were viewed from and with a polite distance by other regulars at the 
pub, though one interested customer took the opportunity to take a virtual snap on 
his mobile! The time flew and chatter drifted into areas that were more philosophical, 
thanks to Richard, though the rest was mostly typewriter related! It was a real novelty 
to talk with people who had a common interest in typewriters. Bikethru completed a 
whole short story in the time we inhabited the pub. | managed a whole fourteen 
lines. Well, the typewriter had a German keyboard. 

Unfortunately | did not have a camera with me on the day, but it was warm with 
the sun shining, beer flowing and a group of likeminded people in company it was a 
Sunday to be cherished. At approximately five ‘o'clock | retrieved my lady friend from 
the steps of the Victoria and Albert and returned to the pub. We could have talked 
for many more hours, but naturally a break needed to be made and we made our 
respective ways home, Richard back to his lodgings, Piotr across London, Bikethru to 
The Times, (or somewhere mysterious afterwards, perhaps Baker Street?), Jim back to 
the suburbs and me back to Swindon, on my employer's train. There are perks of free 
travel if you work for a train company. | think my lady friend, Maureen, realized that 
we were inhabiting a different or parallel universe that day, and | was delighted to 
part of it! 

Best wishes for 2014 too! 1714, 7 January, to be precise, was the year that Henry 
Mill was granted his Royal Patent No.385, in the last year of Queen Anne's reign. You 
see, we thought of it and you rode the invention home! Perhaps there is a Mill out 


there somewhere? My contact email is: nickurania@aol.com----- Phone: 44 01793-823731-- 
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Tell your pals about TypEx! 
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Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet by Lynda Beckler 
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ee baywatch...recent eBay 
auction highlights. 


From the fourth quarter of 2013. 
All prices have been converted to 
US dollars and, in the case of live 
auctions, do NOT 

Include the auctioneer’s fees. 


Victor Index with Wood $3,917 
Case 
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| just hate it when an eBay seller aborts an 
auction before it’s run its course. But in this 


case, | really can’t blame the guy. This was 

listed with a starting bid of $50.00, no 

reserve, plenty of photos from all the right 
a angles, and a verified serial number, 284. 


Sure, it was a little rusty. What Oliver isn’t? 
And the draw band was broken, but that’s 
why we all buy extra shoe laces. 


Did you know eBay is now tracking the 
number of people who put an item on their 
Watch List? Over 800 of us were watching 
this one; 812 to be exact. . 


[AdlerModel7_— | 250 
Prolieindex.j: Moy Shot ys 240 
PBASnRE Eh RCS Tel 200 

PE a tetas cores iz 
The final eBay auction results indicate “No 


bids have been placed.” But thanks to our Here’s the list of no-bids: 
fearless editor, Mike Brown, | was prodded 
to look further. On the second page of 


results, there were bids, eleven of them, all Virotyp (misspelled as “Virytop”) 


the way up to $9,500 (which is just a few listed at $2,600 

dollars shy of my prediction) and all of them Remington Standard #2 in 

were retracted on December 19*", remarkable condition $865 
presumably by the seller. Rats! “Incredibly Rare Fox Sterling” (4 


appearances!) $1,000 buy-it-now 
Peoples Index $700 

Eureka Index $650 

Pittsburg #11 $400 

1112 ..and, of course, the Ollie#1 


& So I’ve captured the image and we can all 
continue to look at the one that got away ® 





Who Made the World’s 1° Typewriter Service Call? 


Well, according to Michael Adler’s typewriter collector's “bible” the answer is “probably” 
Walter Barron! As a life-long typewriter repairman it is really neat to think that we can trace 
the beginnings of our profession to single person, and even if this information is not correct it is 
still significant as it does appear to be documented in James Densmore’s ledger! Being an 
early “player” in the development of the typewriter it seems logical that Densmore’s step-son 
could be given the credit. | have cut & pasted the excerpt from Adler's book and page 144 
below. 


THE WRITING MACHINE 


«a2,looked like little more than a hopeless dream. Sholes himself begged Densmore 
to buy him out on more than one occasion, but this he refused to do because he 
could not have managed without him. The others were dispensable to Densmore, 
but not Sholes. 

All in all, some twenty-five or thirty models were produced over the years 

(upwards of forty, according to some!?), each one a slight improvement over its 
$ predecessor. Each one was pronounced perfect by its inventor—and each one was 
S mercilessly torn apart by big bad Densmore. And not only he himself did the 
tearing, for he shipped a few machines out to trusted and knowledgeable friends, 

asking them to perform destruction tests on them. Roby claimed®? that he was 

given a machine for testing, although the name most commonly quoted is that 

of James Ogilvie Clephane, a shorthand reporter, who ‘faithfully and gladly tried 

out one model after another’?! to which an old Remington publicity catalogue 

adds ‘.. . as fast as they could be made and sent him .. .’. The impression thus 

created is of an infinite number of sparkling machines dumped into Clephane’s 

office; in fact there were two, and even one of these is in doubt. Destruction testing 

has always made good copy—these days it is more often conducted by publicity 

than by engineering departments. According to Densmore’s ledger, Clephane 

; was later charged $100 for one machine, and $125 each for two others, but it is 
¢ hardly likely that a shorthand reporter would spend such large sums (in those 
days) for the sole altruistic purpose of performing destruction tests on another 
man’s equipment. However, whether it was the intention or not, Clephane’s 





133. Densmore continued to demand improve- 
ments and this 1871 patent covered perhaps the 
most important of them all: the substitution of 
a cylindrical platen for the flat paper-table. 
However, the machine printed around the 
cylinder, which moved in a linear direction for 
line spacing. (USP) 





machines clearl broke down and Densmore’ s entr in the ledger dated 4jJ 





$ a ephane’s machine . 

Meanwhile Sholes was hard at work trying to produce something that would 
please his insatiable partner and, late in 1869, he was able to report to Densmore 
that he had perfected the machine at last. And indeed, out rolled a radical departure 
from his original designs. It followed his investigation into previous inventions— 
in a letter he wrote to Densmore at the time, he analyzed the reasons for failure 
of early efforts ‘which I find, on research, have been many’. 
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FLOAT OF A. F. BEYER, DEALER, SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS.—His 
Exhibit in a Commercial Parade Showed a Typewriter Repair Shop in 
Action. Courtesy of ‘‘Demonstration,’’ Issued by the L. C. Smith & Bros. 
Typewriter Company. 


Above: A really cool picture of a unique Typewriter Repair Mobile-“Office” OFFICE APPLIANCES JULY 
1921 page 38 


FFEFELEFTATHETEET ETE EEE ESET HET ET TTT PTET ttt tt tt ttt ttt ttt ttt ttt ttt tt ttt ttt t ttt 


A BUT 
Oh, but that’s diff erent! ae ean to have it function perfectly when the repair man 


comes to fix it...! 





Embarrassing, isn’t it—to have sufficient trouble 
with a typewriter to report it out of order 
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George Sholes (The next three pages are believed to be memoir’s/letters from his [Geo. Sholes] 


collection.) Included are accounts of early (c.1877) typewriter repairing ‘nightmares.’ The next three pages 
(1115-17) contain fascinating reading about the struggles of the early inventors, mechanics, salesmen, and 
repairman of the very first group of typewriters. My favorite quote in this series is when on page 1116, J. T. 
Brown (the repairman) says he was “flying around like a surgeon on a battlefield all the time.” This is believed to 
be the same J.T. Brown who sold the first typewriter to the White House in Washington, DC. See Typex issue of 


August 2003 to read more about that story. Then on page 1117 C.L. Sholes is quoted as saying, “{now} it is no 
longer necessary to send a screwdriver to each customer.” 





7h YRVE the portners helteve? thet their machine wee at 
last ~erfectcs, and prt it Into the hands of the Ferington Arrs 
Company of Tiion, "ew York, to be ranufactured for sale. “ven 
then their trovbles vere not over, and meh water wes to flow 
under the bridge tefore their product became a reliable, usatle 
4mplerent. Even with the help of the expert workren at the 
Ferington factories, this end was only reached after years of 
further re of improverent, which grew eut of the lessons learned 
by practical experience, and the ectual use of the machine by the 
public. A letter from the selling agent at “ashington, written 
four years later, furnisnes a striking picture of the conditions 
the company was still up against efter exactly ten years of 


mremittin; effort to bring forth a workable typewriter. 


Q12 14th St. “ashington, "el. 
arch 26, 1877 

Tear Nr, Pensmere: 

ZT was unable +o accomplier anything Last week jn the 
way of getting off the old machines at Clephane's, Clephane 
was running a Paltimore case and his girls tore the machines 
to pieces every night. It seons that the very evil got into 
the machines in “ashingten last week, 

Yoleott's two machines, the one I exchanged for him 


leet summer, and the ore you sent from Tiion only a month ago, both 
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broke right square down within a few dave of eack cther, I have 
both at home working on them. This fs one of them 1 aw writing 
on. am patting ther in vretty good order again, 
Itwes about the tire that both the Woleott machines 

broke down, thet General “eigsa sent te him for his opinion of 
the new typewriter, His new machine broke down just before he got 
Gen, Yeigs' note, and I got there to fix it just eahout ea half an 
hour efterward. {co that was the reason I was sorry you wrote 
to Gen. Meigs. 

the Sightnovse Board machine broke down, and is not 
working for want of e bress rack, John's machine broke down. 
A machine in the Treasury Tepartment broke Sdwiss. Ry new machine 
breke right equere dewn in the midst of an important case, and 
all of Clephere's, I don't know What in the name of heaven got 
into the rachires last week. I was flying around like a surgeon 
on a battlefield all the time, | 

I hed a2 call from lir, Ordway for a new machine, but 

as you told me not to show him mins as a speciman, I conld do 
nothing for him, 

Have been skirmishing around for business, and have 
suceeedec in getting only a few vary srall orders, with no money 
in them, but am looking for better times, 

‘Yours respectfully, 
JeT, Brown 

AB these broken down typewriters continued to pour 
back into the shops for repairs, the mechanies would insist that the 
fault ley with the operatorsy that if they would only follow 
directions, and use the machine carefully, they would stand 

















. up all right. This meant, of course, that in their opinion 
the typewriter, at that etage of its evolution, wes a perfectly 
good and dependable writing machine, anc only a stupid and 
reprehensible buying public was to blame when it failec to do 
its work. These complaints of the workmen, coming to the ears 
of James, who was an impatient end ermphetic gentleman, finally 
brought forth the famovs pronoumeerent: "I tell you they will _ 
never be worth anfthing until the average derm fool cen run 'emg" 
In looking over the subsequent letters, one does 
not gather at just what date the machine first became a 
satisfactory working too, and later a necessary part of the 
ecuipment of 211 who ¥rvote, either in the transaction cf business, 
or for the press, or otherwise. Its growth and approach vere 
gradual. But it must heave veen after it was so improved and 
strengtheneée that “ordinary stupidity" to use the words of ir. 
Denshbre, "sould not spoil it so sasily," and to quote from one of 
lir., Sholes' later letters, it was “no longer necessary to send 
& screwdriver to each customer," 

Although from first te last he believed that the 
use of the typewriter would be of comparatively short duration, 
lr, Sholes lived to see it veed extensively, and said ina 
letter written when he was nearing the end of his life, "Fhetever 
I may have thought in the early years of the value of tre type~ 
writer, it ie obviously a bisssing to mankind, and especially to 
wowankind, I am glad I had something to do with it, I buitided 


wiser then I knew,” 
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Typewriter Repairman Still” 
On the Job after 61 Years 


hea ESS E 


Pe ee 6 
LANCASTER FA. 
NewS Pa PL 








By DOUG WENRICH 
New Era Stoff Writer 


At a ae ‘83. Frank Burgess could be called the 
lean of treat Paine s ST rca lpg having spent the 
Years fixi the precise, delicate instru- 


Rs But he ‘began his career as a_mechanic fixing ; 
wome -of : E-the Se and most powerful machines 
In 1925 Burgess ay Sie 1d, ki for th 
years o working for the 
ne in €anton, Ohio. He steam pee, te, and 
al parts, and the job was greasy and 
liking. 


firey and to his 

it po phe was dangerous - — he saw two of his co- 

roo killed on the job when engines under pres- 

ae That was it for Burgess; he decided 

‘o tolook or. other work. } 

* EP “I made: eat my mind, this was not the life for | 
.”” Burgess says. ‘‘So I left, and started to look for 

some other line of work.”" - 

After many months answering pewsnoper and 
magazine advertisements and pounding e streets 
searchi for something less dangerous — and less 
pane aga Burgess: landed a job as a typewriter repair- 


oo Phe was pa December of 1926, and he’s been at 
{t ever since. Toda ay he repairs manual and electric 
typewriters for Colony Products Inc. He still puts in 
an 18- to 20-hour week, and says he'll continue to fix 
typewriters as long as the company wants him and 


ha ean dothe iob._ 


“It was. ia tirst pion 4 saw in the magazines 
that didn't cost any mone 


“‘There were: plenty of sellin 
bacco, oe fen things like enne: ad they (Dalton < 
ing Machine. Co.): were the first outfit Ynat didn’t eee : 
me for money, gnd I liked that’’ he says. ‘‘Most of 
the others wanted $10 or $15, for a Sales kit or Some-. 
thi ng. understand. No way.’ 

t may not have been a glamorous or high-pay- 
- ga ‘but Burgess today . : glad he kept up his. 
rai 


om: thankful I mang; nsged.to find my wa ay'to this: 
line of work,’’ he says Ss Coton WOFK ‘Sta-* 
tion tucked urder a stai ait ‘olony’s. y's Office ‘at 799. 
Flory Mill Road: 

“I never got rich or an ything.. but me never was~* 
out a-job. during the. dark ys of the res- 
sion, with 1 2 peice. men tramping the streets look-: 
ing for eke I went to work like this,’” he 
says, gesturing to his outfit — blue plaid sport jack— 
et, blue button-down sweater with gray 2 silver tie 
and matching charcoal slacks.» 

With his conservative-but-coordinated direea and 
vaguely aristocratic manner, in. fact, Burgess 
wouldn't look out of place in most executive offices. 
He is_elegantly handsome, and with only a slight 
stretch of the imagination, it could be said he résem- 
bles British actor Laurence Olivier —- tall and slen- 
der, with thinning white hair brushed back, u neatly- 
trimmed mustache and kind, smiling eyes. 

Burgess did actually make it to the management 
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Frank Burgess, 83, Has No Plans ‘to Retire, 


Sobe to be. aur gess. selling t2-. a 


Frank Burgess works on a manual typewriter. ““""*"™">rMary Meley 


ton; pees branch manager jobs in” both 
retebn e PE upaoiohia® He er service 
er of coun Reavy o ucts, which was pur- 
by colons yy. of 1986. 3s af 
Pe me Nc first love really-is fixing the machines. 
" #L.could.get along. financially without the job. ee 
gostt, really have to be here,’’ he says.:<{‘But I enjoy. 
the challenge’ of seve 8 problems of each ma- 


Pit 
ane 


Se easy. fix, others not so easy... 
Sometimes {-can mut imachine-in 10 or 15 min- 
nce cttiel_£ imes it takes an hour. or two. You: 


Chine aenene forecast feed: ieee fenee 
Tt Phe challenge of diaghosing " Ghd then: ‘solving a. 
problem. is the reason Burgess prefers working on 
electric ne Pontes over manual ones. 

Mga ees eee ney have wore are more challeng- 

2 . e ave: more m™m 

pad can pein And they react differen thana 
hh .-... is. Simpler . oO. oper-, 





i car EE 

“J axe teatons — complexity_and numer-’ 
ous: parts the tectric writers tend to fail more 
ofte ye ox mnanial counterparts. “¥ 


: cane oTae 
ae cannot iiNeeies rn Bure BAYS. “People 
don't seep thei ines elean and they 
i 
uted We ri noxmal wear ond tear and opera- 


tox failure — particularl aati sophisticated el is 
and electronic machines —~ is iscte proble1 eters 










Burgess, a widower who 9 live on Ma: 
in Lititz, owns a manual ives of M Pl 
Smith-Corona. He usés them for bis: 
spondence, tax forms and person, ty 2 - 

- to write a sister in Florida::: ,. 


He says Remington, apd} 
writers, and ‘‘of course, I 


Basically, tho: h poe 
audeaoent oh aryie te one! 





— at least not enou: to eke him E 
Smith-Coronas, IB x 
sabes 8 ee. : . dete 2 %: een 
<¢ jong as Iam s: ‘able and lo 
can be p uctive, . att oy to % Pa aciats drt sen: 
says, glancing at his dozens oS “neatly ; 
ait S apart ent all by my eee 
it in m: men m: 
batty ie aid that. -. aeons 5 oe St a 


ae as kept to keep actin Shane % st! oe 
tats kept me in su ‘90d Bh 
iRat WOF Pia: wa een 
eae 


este babes Bare to oes typewr Malar in 
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Calling All Newbies 


By John Payton 


When you tell friends, family and 
acquaintances that you collect or spend hours of 
your free time on typewriters, are they surprised 
and amused? Have they ever had an 
opportunity to actually see one in detail? Do 
they understand the typewriter psyche? 


As the owner of a typewriter, have your ever found 
help and inspiration online? Have you looked at 
online collections and discovered machines you 
never knew existed? Have you built a typewriter 
library from links and recommendations online? 


As a blogger do you share your typewriter 
experiences and interests with your readers, 
many of whom may never have thought twice 
about them, or may surprise you with how 
much interest and experience they have in 
them? 


Do you just like to look at pictures of 
typewriters? 


fathor irre 












When I bought my first typewriter, it was 
because I had stumbled onto a picture of one 
like it online. In that instance, it was an online 
typewriter dealer, but from that first encounter I 
quickly expanded my newly discovered 
appreciation for these machines to as many 
sites as I could find. In the years since, with 
many more typewriters in my collection, I use 
online resources every day to learn more about 
what I have, and decide how to make decisions 
about the collection in the future. The two 
principal typewriter forums on Yahoo, the 
Davis pages, the European sites, the beautiful 
collections shared on line all have persuaded 
me of the value to collectors of typewriter 
websites. 


If you think that there is no reason for you to 
think you have any use for your own, I want to 
take a bit of time to persuade you otherwise. If 
you just have one typewriter and only want to 
write a novel or poetry or letters to family and 
friends, perhaps a blog will suffice. But if you 
get into building a collection, large or small, 
having a website is an invaluable way to learn 
more about and share your collection with 
others all around the world. 





Above photo: Jacques Perrier collection, via 
retrotechgeneva.net 


I'm a hermit, plain and simple, by circumstance 
and necessity. But like anybody else, I want to 
interact with others in the typewriter world. By 
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and large, I try to do that through my website, 
mellow60s.com. The many breathtaking, 
amazing websites out there put up by the big 
name collectors at first made me think it was 
foolish to consider one of my own. What could 
it accomplish? How could it not look shabby by 
comparison? How could I learn how to build 
one? 


A bit of thought made me realize that I was 
motivated by the same things as all the others — 
a desire to show my collection to others, 
especially friends and family; a hope that other 
collectors would respond to it with suggestions 
about the collection, and the simple challenge 
of just doing it. That was enough. I hit Barnes 
& Noble and Amazon to scope out Dummies 
books, staggered through sites’ source code, and 
looked for ideas for design everywhere I went 
online. 


jeter i felialeom-! 
VV a) o ty 5 


oF 


C2 


Se 


It was all a bit overwhelming at first. And I 
made mistakes — so many mistakes! — Not the 
least of which was by biting off way more than 
my needs required me to chew. Eventually, 
though, things began to take shape. A basic 
color scheme and layout (which years later I 
decided was blindingly gaudy) gave me a 
workspace. Practice with my digital camera 
gave me my content. I decided to give as 
many detailed photos of my machines as would 
perhaps be useful based on questions asked on 
the Yahoo forums. My HTML for Dummies 
book was invaluable in making it happen. 





That first design was built using HTML 4, 
which is out of date today but which I continue 
to use none the less because it's what I have 
learned and I'm too far behind (for a variety of 
reasons) to change horses just now. I'm not a 
programmer. I am OCD and prefer instant 





gratification to patience, however, which may 
be traits more helpful than programming 
experience or aptitude. Whatever your case 
may be, I promise you will find putting together 
the HTML for you site to be a rewarding 
challenge. 


Don't spend a lot of time trying to decide what 
will please others. Go with what moves you, 
what does for your collection what you want it 
to do for yourself. You can make changes at any 
time. 


In addition to a how-to book, you must register 
a domain name (mine is mellow60s.com, for 
example), which requires a fee as well and 
regular renewal. A simple guide for this is at 
thesitewizard.com/archive/registerdomain.shtml 


I think it is important to register your own 
domain name rather than rely on your hosting 
service. 


Speaking of which, you will need to have a host 
for your site. Your present internet service 
provider may offer that for a reasonable fee, but 
there are scads of hosting services. A bit of care 
and research will be a good idea. 


Next you need some basic tools. You can pay or 
you can use “free” tools. I am a big fan of 
open-source tools and office software, so I use 
PhotoPad for photo editing (GIMP is more 
powerful and also free, but I've not managed to 
sort it yet), Notepad++ as my text editor, and 
FileZilla as my FTP manager. Total price? Zero. 
If you feel you need a word processor for any 
of this (you don't), consider OpenOffice. It does 
all MS Office and it does it for most anything. 
Total price? Yep, zero. Do consider making 
donations to authors of open source software 
though. You can learn how to do this when you 
download the software. By the way, this article 
is being written in OpenOffice. Not all these are 
available for both Windows and MAC, but I use 
them with Windows 8 and have had no 
problems. 
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Don't want to mess with HTML? There is open 
source software that will do the job for you. I've 
never used this approach, largely because I just 
want to understand and manage what's under 
the hood. Quite a lot of info about WYSIWYG 
design software is available online. BlueGriffon 
looks to be a winner. 


All that said, the real pleasure from all this has 
been photographing my collection. It is 
amazing how much you will learn from taking 
photos of your collection, especially if you take 
close up pictures. One caveat: Be sure to clean 
‘em up before photographing them, if only 
dusting. 


The camera sees all. If you have taken dozens 
of photos only to discover that the typewriter is 
dusty and you have to re-shoot it can be a really 
painful experience. There are several on my site 
that make me shudder even now. 








There are more possible uses for a typewriter 
site than I can imagine. I want to add video and 
side-by-side comparison and contrast of similar 
machines. My video and sound skills are pretty 
much zilch, and I'm not much better with the 
mechanics. But I can learn, I bet. How fun is 
that? For me, very. 

Below: Two photo examples from my website 
mellow60s.com 
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Collector Herman Price organized a “pals” 
Meeting at the “Big Flea” in Chantilly, VA and 
Lunch at the Sweetwater Inn at Centerville, VA. 
The meeting took place on Saturday January 4", 
2012. 


& In attendance were: Herman & Connie Price, Steve 
& Karen Lehman, Jaden & Holly Quigley, Mark & 
Kim Frankena, and Gabe Burbano & Family. 


Two pics below by Mark Frankena 
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Pictured below is a photo of Ness Typewriter 
Repair Shop in Ames lowa c.1954 





Manson Whitlock, typewriter repairman, dies at 96 





Edited from an article written by Matt Schudel, 


Manson H. Whitlock, one of the country’s longest-serving 
repairmen of the clattering keyboard contraptions known as 
typewriters, died Aug. 28 at his home in Bethany, Conn. He was 
96. 


He had been on the job since 1930, when he began working 
at his father’s bookstore. Before long, he took charge of the 
typewriter department and sold thousands over the years. 
Customers returned to him for replacement parts and for repairs 
when the keys became stuck or the carriages wouldn’t return on 
their Royals, Remingtons, Smith Coronas and Underwoods. 


Mr. Whitlock was at his shop every day, seven days a week. 
In dress, manner and occupation, he was a link to a long-gone 
world of the Ivy League and to a time when machines were 
operated by hand and built with an intricate structure of fitted 
metal parts. 


The last two fingers of Mr. Whitlock’s right hand were 
permanently curled from the countless hours he had gripped a 
screwdriver, working on many of the 300,000 typewriters that 
passed through his shop. 


He drew the line at computers, which he never learned to 
use. As he told the Christian Science Monitor in 2007, “You 
work a typewriter, a computer works you.” 


Manson Hale Whitlock was born Feb. 21, 1917, one of six 
sons of Clifford Everett Hale Whitlock, who opened a bookstore 
in New Haven in 1899. He began working at the store in high 
school. 


“I just gravitated to the typewriter department,” Mr. 
Whitlock said in 2007, “because I’d always been interested in 
things mechanical.” 


“T decided that if I couldn’t go to Yale,” he told the New 
York Times in 2009, “I’d have Yale come to me.” 


Mr. Whitlock lived long enough to see a revival of interest in 
vintage typewriters, if only as a kind of retro trend among 
literary-minded young people. 


“They’re becoming curiosities,” he told the Register in 2010. 
“They’re not tools of necessity anymore. Kids are buying them 
on the Internet — is that what it’s called?” 








SF Bay Area type-in report 
\726: Dinhawd Dalia hing 
Via Richard Polt’s blog 

(Condensed & Edited) 


: +. fypewriter 
Report frou the SF Bay Area Type-in at Galifornta fypew 


Berkeley, December 27, 2015 


There was already a happy crowd typing away when I walked 
in the door, People brought typewriters and are admiring - 
all the beautiful achines for sale here, They're getting 
to know each other, trading anecdotes and questions, and 
generally geeking out, 






Ken, Carmen, and Herb introduced 
themselves and welcomed us all 
to California Typewriter; then 
we went around, much as in an 

AA meeting, and confessed our 
varied addictions to mechanical 
writing machines, A number of 
us have blogs, and I'll add the 
links here if I can remember 
them all. 


Mike Clemens (clickthing) brought a classy Underwood De 
Luxe Quiet Tab: 





Gigi Clark brought several of her wonderful portables. She's 
thinking of starting a blog -- let's hope she does! 





: ~ 
Tony (Tony's 











Poet Silvi Alcivar (The Poetry Store 
Doug Nichol: 








The 3.5 hours flew by, with no formal events -- we just went 
around saying a few words about ourselves, and did lots of 
chatting and typing. I think everyone who attended hopes that 
this won't be the last type-in at California Typewriter. 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 
Please Note: 


The August 2014 issue of Typex will be mailed a little late this year. This is so that we 
can cover the Milwaukee Convention and report back to all of those who were not 
able to be there in person. Thank you for your understanding. 


The INTERNATIONAL TYPEWRITER Collectors Convention 


is coming, ARE YOU??? Please register 
NOW before the rates go up! The meeting will 
be held on August 7-10, 2014, in Milwaukee, WI 
(As of this writing 52 folks have already signed 


up!) 
See page 1130 in this issue for details 


Information and registration can be found at: 
www.ITCC2014.com OR contact Gabe Burbano 


at: gburbano@optonline.net OR by phone at: 


(201) 394-1674 


Tell your pals about TypEx! 


Thanks for staying with The Typewriter Exchange! 
8 8 8 So SS SS SISOS 


News from Overseas: by Nick Fisher, England 


Another spring has come around with more promises to thin the collection. 
However, a brief trip into the Cotswolds brought in a Remington Home model (1939) 


in perfect condition, complete with a brush and eraser. 


| paid £30 for it which | would 


not have dreamt of a few years ago. What | tend to forget is that | have been 
collecting since the 1970s and | was paying £5 to £10 for similar machines then. That 
is the problem about getting old; a reality check is required periodically! 


The supply of machines in the UK available via eBay has diminished, but the 
filtering seems to be more effective. | have seen nothing of any great note for 
sale/auction and have had to rely on European sources for a nice Torpedo portable 
(Imperial Good Companion precursor) and Rex 4. The latter arrived in a rather 
battered box, with Styrofoam falling out. | opened the box with trepidation, expecting 
the sickening clanking of broken cast iron. Despite the machine having no padding 
under its feet the Rex was in decent condition, with no major damage. These Rex 
machines seem to be made very solidly, though | know some readers will doubt they 
are great machines; as it happens, | like them a great deal. When | had checked over 
the machine | left feedback with the chap who sold it and explained the shortcomings 
of the packaging. | thought this very pertinent as he is selling a number of machines 
from his collection, some of which are a great deal more delicate than a Rex. He did 
respond and said he would take my comments on board. My key recommendations 
were to use balled newspaper and double box evenly all round. 





My lady friend, Maureen, returned from London recently after a trip to the Cabinet 
War Rooms in Whitehall. These were subterranean offices used during World War 
Two, where Winston Churchill and his staff worked during the dark days from 1939 to 
the brighter days of 1945. Last time | visited there were a number of typewriters, 
mostly Imperial machines if memory serves me. Maureen informed me that there is 
now a Remington Noiseless on display which was specifically supplied to Churchill by 
Remington. It seems that Winston did not like the noise of the standard machines 
and welcomed a bit of peace and quiet to help his concentration which was easily 
broken. In this he was not alone; in Traudl Jung’s account of her period as Herr 
Hitler's secretary she states that his favorite machine was the Continental Silenta 


As I'm sure you know both leaders were artists too. The jury is out about who 
was the best painter, but from evidence it seems Churchill was probably the more 


inspired of the two, with more adventurous palette and freer composition. 
investigate the above mentioned typewriter in due course! 


| will 


I'm afraid that | will not be able to make the International Typewriter Collector's 
Convention to be held in Milwaukee. | would love to be there but my work schedule, 


among other things, is causing a problem. 


| will be there in spirit of course! In the 


meantime | wish you happy typewriter hunting and hope you fill that ‘gap’ which 
requires filling in your collection this year. | fancy a Ford myself, but then again | have 
been dreaming of one for over thirty years! | guess like many other readers that | will 
have to look after the more mundane. The Empire/thrust action group of machines is 
under-rated in my opinion and | hope to write a bit about these soon. 


My contact email is: nickurania@aol.com----- Phone: 44 01793-823731-- 
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Online 





Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet...... by Lynda Beckler 


Does this mean the “Great 
Recession” is over? 


This eBay seller, gypsiegirlz, knew exactly 
what she had but she took a big chance with a 
no-reserve auction and a starting bid of only 
$20. Two hours after it was listed, the price 
had jumped to $7,500 and over the next 
seven days, it slowly inched up to $17,778. 


| did not participate in the frenzy. | did not 
even drive up to Healdsburg, only about 100 
miles away, to see if | could at least touch it. 
(Believe me, | would NOT have left town 
without it ©) 


| just have to say, | am proud of the typewriter- 
collecting community for rising to the 

occasion, and congratulations to the winning 
bidder, whoever you are!! 


@e _ baywatch... 
recent eBay auction highlights. 


From the first quarter of 2014. 


All prices have been converted to US dollars 
and, in the case of live auctions, do NOT 
include the auctioneer’s fees. 









OlivettiRed Valentine | 440 | 
FEE an ET 
Royal Model “O” Touch-control 








Oliver 11 


Underwood Universal 
“War correspondent special” 
w/folding legs in carrying case 
Corona 4 


Smith Corona Comet Delux 
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Above: Your Moment of Zen........,Below: Your Moment of Zen Times Two. 











This is me, Octavio [Saura]. The crazy 
eccentric that no one, not even me myself, 
understands. My life has ridden between the 
introvert and the extrovert, between subtle 
beauty and the toughest roughness, valuing 
the joy of each moment of life. 


I’m from a country where sculpture is 
another way of experiencing art. Valencia, a 
land of master Falla builders. Beside my 
house there was a warehouse where these 
craftsmen created their works. Then, and 
like every year, they burn them in the 
squares to commemorate Saint Joseph’s 
day. When I was a boy, I lived unforgettable 
times surrounded by clay, cardboard and a 
lot, lots of art. Those fantastic moments that 
could have sown the seed of my artistic life. 


I began my art studies in a Carmelite 
convent and although my mentor was a great 
artist, he was unable to finish his work on 
me as my imagination was out of his 
universe. 


My adolescence was marked by a passion 
for flying, but that was beyond my means, 
so I spent some time learning to understand 
this natural phenomenon and I took up a 
wonderful hobby, building model 
airplanes. I built planes with and without 
plans and flew them. The creative feeling I 
felt of freedom and weightlessness was 
incredibly gratifying. 





We EL ie or a 


ART for 
ART’S SAKE 


In the 1970s, the family business meant I 
had to spend some time among the steel and 
mechanics of two wheels. Over the years, I 
enjoyed these machines so much, to the 
point of understanding them, and even 
competing on them in eight-hour urban 
racing championships. 


There came a moment when my competitive 
and transgressive soul broke that link, to 
dedicate myself to two of my great passions, 
art and the lovely Harley Davidson. I 
decorated and modelled these gorgeous 
machines with beautiful paintings and did 
conceptual designs for their accessories, 
reaching another level known at that time, 
which was to include sculptures fused with 
different parts of the machine. 


My head asked for more, the sponge inside 
was dry and needed wetting to avoid 
cracking up. For ten years, I worked in the 
research department of an industrial design 
company. It was an oasis in the desert of my 
knowledge around 1996. My findings were 
continuous and began to sate my curiosity. I 
was aware of my limits as I had never found 
the time to do my engineering homework, 
but was also aware of my possibilities, as I 
took out some patents of my own. My 
mistaken frustration led me to seek other 
paths. 


I developed my self-teaching skills studying 
the art of digital sculpture for illustrating 
and it gave me the chance to spend ten years 
working for a leading decoration company, 
doing thousands of three-dimensional works 
that were then fused inside optical 
crystals. That accelerated my other phase. 


The crisis took its toll on my relations with 
my new art toy and again, I had to seek new 
horizons. And nowadays, what is art for me? 
What is this wonderful feeling? It is a 
harmonic and metaphysical adventure that 
fills a vacuum in the eclectic space trying to 
light up the observer’s imagination. 
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e Immediately, my imagination related 
it to memories that made me feel good, a 
flower, a fountain with its jets of water, 
fireworks, a bird, the heart of a stem- 
punk style robot and _ more... 
It generated a series of sensations that 
led me to a climax. It was a love at first 
sight. I began to imagine it fully restored 
and exhibited in a strategic place in my 
house to have it nearby at times of 
relaxation. But my head wanted to go 
further and decided to draw it three- 
dimensionally and, once finished, I 
could see what color it would look best 
in. And so it was. My son and I 
dedicated many hours to taking it apart 
and understanding all the mechanisms, 
as well as doing a detailed photographic 
study of all the dismantling. My mind 
began to seek more possibilities for what 
we were doing. The idea arose of writing 
a book dedicated to the organization and 
methods for restoring small machines. 











Ed. Note: If | my understanding of all this is 
correct, this Spanish artist uses 3-D digital art to 
capture the essence of the Oliver Typewriter 
(among many other objects) and turn them into 
one-of-a-kind works of art. He seems to have 
mastered this art quite well and it is my belief 
that no actual typewriters were harmed in the 
process. However, the artist does mention that 
he has disassembled at least one machine in 
order to study its workings and makeup of the 
parts. 


| think the casual observer would probably 
agree that these are certainly eye-catching and 
thought —provoking all at the same time. 


Although, as a typewriter collector purist, | hope 

this doesn’t inspire folks to actually start 
converting all of the actual Oliver typewriters & 
into these statement pieces. Well at least not 

too many! You know, you have to draw the line 
somewhere, right? 
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This just in: From Robert Messenger 


World's First Typewriter Repairwoman? 


Was Nellie Myra Thatcher the world's first female typewriter repairwoman? 
In 1919, the Elmira Arms Company, New York, believed so. 

By that time, Nellie had been repairing typewriters of all makes for eight years. 
The company was the Elmira agent for L.C.Smith. 

Typewriter Topics announced in 1916 that Nellie had been appointed 
manager of the company's typewriter department. 


















Miss Nellie M. Thatcher, 
one of the very few women 
typewriter managers, is in 
charge of the typewriter de- 
partment of the Elmira 
Arms Co, Elmira, N. Y.,, 
agents in that territory of the 
L. C. Smith & Bros. Type- 
writer Co. 





In 1919, Typewriter Topics added this item to Nellie's already impressive 


CV: (Ed. Note: Curriculum vitae, a summary of academic and professional history and 
achievements) 
The Elmira Arms Co. of Elmira, N. Y., agents of 

the L. C. Smith & Bros. typewriter, claim to have 

the first woman typewriter “repairman.” She is in 

the person of Miss Nellie Thatcher, who has been 

repairing typewriters of all makes for the past eight 

years. 


Nellie Thatcher was born in Elmira, Chemung, New York, in July 1872, the 
daughter of newspaper compositor Charles Cady Thatcher (1847-1931) and his 
wife Almira Caroline Thatcher (1850-1904). After living in Elmira for many 
years, Nellie moved to Petersburgh, Rensselaer, New York, to be near her older 
sister, Caroline Thatcher Hubbard (1870-1960), and Caroline's family. She was 
particularly close to her niece, Myra Hubbard Church. Nellie became a 
@ bookkeeper at an orphanage in Troy. 
Nellie died, unmarried, at Cambridge, near Troy, on January 24, 1958, aged 
85, leaving the bulk of her estate to Myra. 
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International Typewriter Collectors Convention 


| ermanional Typewriter ¢ 


2014 August 7th - 10 





Including A Trip to the Milwaukee Public Museum , 


e  Aday at the Milwaukee Public Museum: Display of Historically 
Important Typewriters from the museum's unique collection, 
Lectures, Demonstrations... 
e Auction: Typewriters & Typewriter related items (Contact me if 
you would like to include something in our auction) 
@ Swap Meet with fellow Collectors & Enthusiasts.... 
e  Avisit to Christopher Latham Sholes Gravesite... 
e@ ADDITIONAL EVENTS...... 


Brookfield 





raacrrnee f¢ CONVENTION CHE NTER 


e 
@ 1200 South Moorland Road, Brookfield, Wisconsin 53005 
@ Phone: 262-782-2900 | Fax: 262-796-9159 


e Email: info@brookfieldsuiteshotel.com 
http://www.brookfieldsuiteshotel.com/ 





e To get the most out of your visit book your stay with The 
Brookfield Suites Hotel & Convention Center our host hotel. 
Your room stay includes a hot cooked breakfast every morning 
and a “managers” reception in the evening with food and 
beverages at the bar. The hotel will be the site for the 
Thursday night Swap & Shop in attendees rooms at the hotel. 
Saturdays events will be hosted in the hotel ballroom and our 
farewell dinner will be held in the hotel Atrium restaurant. 
There are several lounge areas within the hotel to catch up 
with old friends. More Details SOON! 
**** Mention The International Typewriter Collectors 
Convention for our special rate**** 


Registered Attendees... 
Uwe H. Breker Koeln, Germany 
Don & Britt Feldman Washington, USA 
Peter & Corny Weil Delaware, USA 
Martin Howard Ontario, Canada 


| am pleased to announce..... 








Herman Price West Virginia, USA 

Martin Rice Pennsylvania, USA 

Anne Mentkowski in, USA 

Tony Casillo New York, USA 

Eric Plattner Wisconsin, USA 

Kathleen Rooney Illinois, USA 

Dale & Fran Schellenger Colorado, USA 
Thomas Fehring Wisconsin, USA 

Marco & Heidi Frei Switzerland 

Michael Brown Pennsylvania, USA 

Mike Campbell Michigan, USA 

Berthold Kerschbaumer Austria 

Jeff Vanevenhoven Wisconsin, USA 
Gary Bothe Florida, USA 

Rob Blickensderfer Oregon, USA 

Susie Reid Oregon, USA 

Hermann & Helga Kerz Koeln, Germany 
Thomas & Patricia Burg Wisconsin, USA 
Jim Gehring Illinois, USA ; 
Lars Borrmann Spitalwaldstrasse, Germany 
Reinmar Wochinz Muenchen, Germany 
Peter Kirwan California, U 

Jaden & Holley Quigley Virginia, USA 
Jay Williams Georgia, USA 

Jim Rauen California, USA 

Dennis Clark Connecticut, USA 

Pat Sandberg Connecticut, USA 

Steve & Mary Kasper California, USA 
Jack Knarr Florida, USA 

Domenico Scarzello Cuneo, Italy 

Sonia Piumatti Cuneo, Italy 

Richard Willinger New Jersey, USA 
Donna & Louise Marler Missouri, USA 
Micah Bly Minnesota, USA 

Ed Neuert Vermont, USA 

GiGi & John Clark California, USA 

Greg Fudacz Connecticut, USA 
Margaret Lydecker California, USA 


Steve Van Duyn North Carolina, USA 
Katherine Combs Illinois, USA 

Dan Brockman Illinois, USA 

Flavio Mantelli Rome, Italy 


Fellow Enthusiasts, with the event edging closer | wanted to contact 
everyone with an Update. Auction items are being consigned with some 
really cool machines. | will be updating the website in a couple weeks 
with some photos. Also, the itinerary will include a typing contest and 
round table event. There will be a rep from a international insurance co 
with information on how to insure your collections. | am putting 
together a” goodie bag” for participants and | should have the T-Shirt 
design soon! Please take the time to register when you can at 
www.!ITCC2014.com. Also, if you intend to register, but are waiting to 
finalize plans. please shoot me a note at ITCC2014@gmail.com and | will 
pencil you in. Thank you all for helping me to create a great event 
Sincerely, your host, .Gabriel Burbano 


1130 











Typebar and keypad ART 


IN CONVERSATION: WITH ANDERSON HUNT ABOUT HIS 
NEW PUBLIC ARTWORK [2013] 





Viewers taking in the latest addition to the public art collection. 


Town Hall Gallery curator, Mardi Nowak, and her trusty new assistant, Marion Piper, are preparing to 
help launch a fantastic new Public Art Work outside of the City of Boroondara Council offices in 
Camberwell [AUSTRAILA] in March. The artist of this intriguing sculpture, North Balwyn resident 
Anderson Hunt, sat down with Mardi and Marion to have a conversation about Public Art, Language and 
the frustrations of predictive text. 


*The thing about the development is that it's really opened it up to people: that amphitheatre [on the 
corner of Reserve Rd and Camberwell Rd] started that 'typewriter' kind of thinking, where it looks a little 
bit like a typewriter. The actual structures within a typewriter pay homage to the design structures of this 
old building. 


But in the really crucial part about trying to tie the sculpture into current day life, text and language 
became really important. When we go back to original scribbling, we went from hieroglyphics to script...to 
words and books and stories, and now we've come full circle back to kids sending smiley faces, hash tag 
this, we're at somewhere, it's all that sort of contemporary thinking. 





(Above, artist Anderson Hunt showing off the blue stone keys 
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TWO AMAZING WORKS OF TYPEWRITER ART ON 


ate, Spe 
Hand-carved o 


by a Gecman collector 
_wee A A 





Above: An amazing styrofoam replica of a Mercedes Typewriter. Photo was given to me by the 
Late Ed Peters. The back of the photo has a date of 19 MAY 1985. 
Below: Equally stunning is a postcard of a wooden Woodstock Typewriter and is dated 1972. 


It was given to me by Tom FitzGerald and shows the artist as Fumio Yoshimura 
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TYPEWRITERS AND AUTHORS _ by Nick Fisher 


Over the years | have collected cuttings from 
papers and looked out for articles and books 
recounting authors and their attachment or 
nature of acquisition of their machines. Here 
is a digest of a few of these. 


Molly Hughes was one of the first women in 
Britain to enter academia, and did so at a 
time when it was impossible to graduate with 
a degree from British universities unless you 
were male. If you want a fascinating insight 
into a life time of this author, whose books 
span the whole period from the 1870s to the 
1930s then this author is the finest (see 
bibliography). Molly ended her career as an 
inspector of schools and examiner. Her final 
autobiographical book was A London Family 
between the Wars. \n one chapter Molly 
noted advances at the time, including the 





telephone, the gramophone and_ the 
typewriter. 

M.V: HUGHES 

“Yet another convenience reached 


Cuffley at this time (c2925). An old typewriter 
was passed on to me by a friend, and | fancy 
it was the first one to reach the 
neighbourhood. It was a Yost, large and 
loaded with strange devices, but Arthur 


(Molly's son) very quickly taught me how to 
use it. Where he had learned how himself | 
never inquired. It came in most opportunely, 
because the publishers of the Latin book had 
asked me to concoct a book about England 
for foreigners — just to give them some idea 
of what we were like as a nation’. 


This book which Molly typed was a success 
and was still in print in 1940, when A London 
Family between the Wars was published. 
Molly was a modest lady and adds: 


“Barnholdt said it was badly written, 
pointing out usefully where and how, and | 
could but agree with him. On the whole the 
family was a bit ashamed of me”. 


If you are able to find and read Molly's books 
you will find treasure in them. | would guess 
that the Yost she had was possibly a Model 
15 or 20, as she does not mention blind 
writing. 


At the opposite end of the excitement scale 
we find the author Nevil Shute, a writer of 
adventure stories. Shute was a polymath who 
started work with a salary of five pounds a 
week at De Havillands, the aircraft 
manufacturer, in 1923. He was taken on as 
junior stress and performance calculator after 
graduating from Oxford University in 1922. 


In the winter of 1922-23 Shute spent time 
with his parents on holiday in Bordighera, 
Italy. He recounts 


“First | wrote poetry, probably because 
it requires little experience of life. Moreover 
you don't have to have a typewriter to write a 
poem. What | didn’t realise, of course, is that 
a piece of writing is like a camera; the smaller 
it is the more carefully it has to be made. Ina 
novel a few awkward passages can get lost in 
the crowd, but in a short poem every word 
must play its part and be exactly right, and 
the temptation to use the wrong word for the 
sake of rhyme or rhythm is very great”. 
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“Probably the next stage in that the 
budding author acquires a typewriter. Those 
who are blessed with a flowing hand many be 
able to write short story in longhand though 
it has to be typed in the end, for no editor 
will read a manuscript in these days. For 
myself, | have so cramped and stilted a 
handwriting that my hand is aching with 
fatigue after a hundred words, so | wrote 
nothing longer than that until | got a 
typewriter and learned to use it, when | found 
that | could go on as long as my brain would 
function. | had an old Blick to start with, 
which was a very elementary form of 
portable, not easy to use but better than 
handwriting. | think a good typewriter is as 
important to an author as brushes and 
palette are to an artist, because when writing 
on a typewriter it is important to be able to 
forget the machine. It may not be a 
coincidence that my first publishable novel, 
Marazan, was the first that | wrote on a brand 
new typewriter bought out of earnings as an 
engineer”. 


MIARAZAN 





Many of us must relate to that fatigue that 
came from writing, particularly in exam 
conditions! Years later it was a different 





technology, the word processor which 
threatened to entirely displace the typewriter 
from its position as most author's choice. 
Some chose to stick with the ‘old faithful’. 
Woody Allen, interviewed in 1992, said he 
had looked at word processors. 


“But | don’t think I'll ever switch to 
one. | still work on the same little portable 
that | got when | was 16. | bought it for $40. 
lt was a German typewriter, an Olympia 
portable. And it looks the way that the 
Germans build these kinds of things. It looks 
like a tank. And | said to the man when | 
bought it that $40 was a lot of money for me, 
‘Will it last?’ And he said, ‘I promise you, this 
typewriter will be around long after you have 
gone.’ And he was right. I’ve used it since | 
was 16 and this is 45 years ago. And every 
single thing | type, | type on it. ‘“Its’ a 
wonderful piece of machinery.” 


To a collector or enthusiast today the fact 
that these machines will outlive the user is a 
fascination. Can you imagine the average 
word processor or computer outliving you? | 
guess not? The one thing that comes across 
from both Nevil Shute and Woody Allen is 
some sort of affection for the typewriter. It 
might be the same for a rider with a 
particular horse or a driver with fond 
memories of their first or favourite vehicle or 
specialist tool. The key is that the typewriter 
is a machine which becomes cherished and 
bound with the individual's creativity. To a 
clerk, secretary or PA it is unlikely that the 
same relationship could be forged as 
creativity is not part of the job. The 
typewriter is merely a transcribing machine 
with no emotional connection. 


In some case there is a direct and real 
emotional connection with the typewriter. So 
it was with Armando Robles Godoy, writer 
and film maker from Lima, Peru. The object 
of an exercise set by the Times newspaper in 
1999 was to find an object that someone 
prized above all else. In the case of Armando 
it was his father’s typewriter. 


1134 











“| learned to write with it, and now it is 
a museum piece. My father thought | would 
be a musician. He was Daniel Almoia Robles, 
a famous Peruvian composer and storyteller. 
He had created ‘El Condor Pas’. When he 
realized that | wasn’t going to follow him into 
music, he gave me my own typewriter. My 
relationship with him is the most meaningful 
and important that I've ever had in my whole 
life. | value greatly other means of 
expression, like sound technology and 
cinematography, but when | write, | don’t 
need anything else. It is almost a faculty in 
its own right. When | lived alone in the 
Peruvian jungle for 10 years, | took my 
typewriter and huge amounts of paper. | 
think that this was the period when | wrote 
more than any other time in my life.” 





Above: Armando Robles Godoy 


Armando’s_ typewriter was a Corona 3, 
probably a natural purchase for his father at 
the time he bought it. He, of course was 
given it. Ben Travers, writing for the Daily 
Telegraph in 2001, admitted that his was 
taken without authority! 





Above: Ben Travers 





“| met my typewriter in 1975. It was 
bequeathed to me unknowingly by my 
grandfather, after | stole it from my father’s 
poorly fortified bedroom. Not a jot of guilt: It 
seemed to be my duty and destiny. 
Battleship grey — quite possibly former part- 
battleship per se — it sang to me and | was 
sunk. We have been together ever since.” 


The personal relationship is underlined by the 
Travers’ further observation. 


“Indeed, weighing in at 24lb, the old 
faithful doesn’t care for travel of any kind. 
But the unspectacular years of servitude have 
suited me fine. True, the “g” once flew off 
mid-sentence, never to been seen again, and 
had to be replaced by the largely 


unemployed “7/8”, but we remain friends. 


I'm guessing that Ben's father’s machine was 
an early 1950s Remington, possibly Quiet- 
Riter, as | have one that belonged to a friend 
of my father who worked as a sub-editor and 
journalist on my local newspaper. Most of us 
probably have a_ relationship with a 
typewriter, on some level. Sadly, unlike Ben 
Travers | traded my father’s Brother De-Luxe 
for an antique typewriter. Though | never saw 
him use it maybe | should have held on to it? 


Sources: 


Hawtree, Christopher. Composers in a manual 
key. Daily Telegraph, Jan 18, 1997 


Hughes, M.V. (Molly), A London Family 
Between the Wars. ISBN 0-19-281277-7. 
OUP. 1940 (reprint 1979) 


Shute, Nevil. Slide Rule. 
Pan Books. c.1960 


ISBN 330-02251-2, 


Travers, Ben. That sweet heavy metal. The 
Times, London, December 8 2001 


Various. What's your most treasured 
possession? The Times, London, September 
1999 
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A PEEK INSIDE A TYPEWRITER 
SHOP VINTAGE WWII 


Typewriter Topics May 1919 


Below: (AP File photo 1942) é 


BOMBING AEROPLANES CONVERTED TO BUSINESS 
AEROPLANES 








The new type of business man's aeroplane is 

of the well-known "Airco" de Haviland type. The | 

passengers' cabin is enclosed and has sliding ~ 
windows. 


The modern business man, with his 
secretary, can now fly in comfort to various 
parts of the country and can conduct his 
ordinary business en route. 


The cabin has comfortable seats and a 
central table which is fitted with a typewriting 
machine and the usual office equipment. 





The photograph shows the aeroplane cabin 
with business in full swing just before the 
aeroplane leaves the ground. For the purpose 

of illustrating the subject the roof of the cabin _‘The trusty Underwoods 
has bean riged whose heyday included 
the war years are relics 
_ ow, casualties of the 
computer age. =~ 


AP FILE PHOTO 1942 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 


(Every year is...) THE YEAR OF THE TYPEWRITER 


Tell your pals about TypEx! 





Howdy fellow typewriter nuts. It seems obvious 
that the BIG news for this issue is the long 
awaited International Typewriter Collectors 
Convention to be held in a few short weeks. 

At the time | am writing this my little brain is 
filled with anticipation. | have tried to publish 
as much of this issue as | can in advance so that upon my return from 
Milwaukee, | can just add the coverage from the meeting there and get this to 
the presses and mail it off to all you good folks so if you were not able to 
attend in person hopefully, you will get some sense of what when on there. 
Thank you for your understanding of me mailing this issue a little late so that 
we can bring you this coverage. 


| expect that upon my return | will be able to tell you more...at least | hope to. 


BEST WISHES TO ALL------------ AND TAKE CARE! 
Thanks for staying with The Typewriter Exchange! 


<><><><><><><><>< ><> <>< ><>< ><> <>< >< ><><><><><><> 
News from Overseas: by Nick Fisher, England 


What do you do when someone phones you up early on a Saturday morning and 
tells you they are having some work done on their house, having a clear out and 
would you like to take some typewriters that will otherwise end up at a car-boot sale? 


As mentioned previously | have been trying to slim down my collection, disposing 
of those which are damaged or in poor condition. This has been quite successful to 
date with a number of machines given to and sold by the local hospice shop. Until 
this time! The gent who had offered them used to be employed by a couple of 
businesses in Swindon, passed his apprenticeship in the town and always states that 
he is in heaven when he visits me, or rather, my typewriters. Yep, the result is an 
influx of refugee typewriters. | should add that several of them have been supplied or | 
repaired by one of the firms he worked for — Dobell and Shearman. 


So | took custody of an Underwood 5, Remington Remette, Remington Portable 
(collapsible type bar), Corona Special and Empire Aristocrat. These are ordinary 
machines | suppose, but the fact is that they need preserving. Ordinary should not 
condemn any machine, and anyway their cleaning and re-starting gave me a great 
deal of pleasure. The Underwood 5 looked like a ‘junker when | first looked at it, but 
with a lot of elbow grease it came up as good as any | have had. The Remette and 
Remington Portable type very well. So, | have to go back and select a few machines 
to go to the hospice shop, but it will not be any of these. Machines may be made 
desirable by rarity, but there are some real beauties which were hugely popular. The 
Underwood § is iconic and plentiful. It is also compact, has a light touch and is a 
grand typewriter. 


Here in the UK and Europe the eBay market has been inflated at the moment. 
There are many machines which seem to be commanding prices which are a bit 
unreal. | recently bid on a Fay-Sho bronze machine which | could not possibly afford 
and which ended up being re-listed at £700 as the original purchaser failed to pay! 
I’m not going to start at that price I’m afraid. On the up-side and to show you that | 
appreciate modern machines too | did buy an Express. | had my eye on this 
typewriter for a few days. Produced in Western Germany after the Second World 
War this is a lovely machine (even my lady friend remarked that it was attractive!). 
Those of you who know the Express will know that the body is almost entirely made 
of a brown Bakelite type of plastic. It is compact and you can put it in its faux leather 
case and carry it like the thing of beauty that it really is. You would think you were 
carrying a piece of designer clothing or a fine hat. 


Also, | succumbed to a Fox 24. | love the decals on Foxes. It is the fourth Fox 
standard machine | have obtained and all of them have worked fully on receipt. | 
suppose one of the reasons | have always liked them is that little decal of a fox. If | 
had been a prospective buyer in 1908 | would have bought a Fox instead of a 
Remington. They are so finely engineered and good looking. 

Happy summer hunting! 


eS My contact email is: nickurania@aol.com----- Phone: 44 01793-823731----------- 
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Online 


Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet 





by Lynda Beckler 


What if both of these appeared on eBay 


at the same time? 





































But that’s not all. There was a National #2, an 
Edelman and a Visigraph. Why do | feel like there’s 
a Linotype sitting on my chest? Nothing to do but 
sit back and watch...but not much happened. The 
Visigraph was the only one sold, and for what 
seemed a very low figure. The Sholes was listed 
twice and did get a few offers (all rejected) but no 
bids. Several Odells, Merritts, a Virotyp and a couple 
of Yu Ess, listed with what | consider very reasonable 
starting prices just sat there, languishing, ignored, and 
quietly ended. 1139 


At one point, | was feeling so bad about not having 
exciting sales to report, | just had to let my 
“Buy-it-Now” finger spring into action and a 
Stoewer-Elite was delivered to my door a few days 
later. Nice little machine, I’m always amazed at the 
way a German typewriter will tip the scales at about 
half-again as much as a similar sized American TW. 


The number of “no sales” was really astonishing. | 
guess you all were saving up your money for the 
Milwaukee shindig in August © 

baywatch...recent eBay auction highlights. 


From the second quarter of 2014. 
All prices have been converted to US dollars and, 
in the case of live auctions, do NOT 
Include the auctioneer’s fees. 


Hammond 1B 2,780 
Blick Ninety 
Visigraph 


Hammond 1 ** 750 


Champion Index 


Remington Portable — 1939 World’s Fair | 631 
Model 

Oliver 2 — German keyboard 410 
Stoewer-Elite 
Blick 8 330 

Blick 5 


Smith Premier 10 170 





Underwood Champion 4-bank portable 112 


Remington Portable #3 — Two-tone Red 


Among the notable no-sales: 


Ww 
Ww 


The S&G, originally listed at $29,900 and then 
reduced to $26,900; 

An Underwood 5 owned by Marlene Dietrich listed at 
$9,000; 

Standard Folding listed at $6,200; 

An Oliver 3 for $3,000. 


It appears | may have to add a new table. Maybe /’ll 
call it “Wishful Thinking.” 














THIS IS HOW TO SELL nice “display piece” or possible restoration! | 
TYPEWRITERS ON THE have not attempted any cleaning because | did 
INTERNET (Tongue & Cheek) 


not want to mess anything up.. Open to offers. 


By Mike Brown 


Many of you have probably noticed this already. 
But selling typewriters on the Internet these days 
usually goes something like this: 


e@®@e eseeseee8a 

jjiceeaceseo 2ac 
» 2809 One: o 88 
2200..a,.29 





Excellent original patina! Great estate sale find. 
™ 





Probably will need a new ribbon as this one is a 


“Just needs cleaning and a new ribbon (easily little light . This model is untested but appears 
found online). But I'll leave the cleaning to the like it will work just fine. We saw one just like 
new owner as I’m no expert on typewriters.” this sell on eBay for $400. But we would take 


less! 





“Unique Antique, probably from the Civil War 
era. One-of-a-kind! Grow (Ha Ha) your collection 
with this one. Excellent condition for its age! 
Starting bid: $8,000. But am open to offers. 





“An American Classic, just needs some TLC and a 
bucket of oil.” Easy fix! Nice condition for its 
age. UN-TESTED but all the parts seem to be 
there. We will pack well to ensure safe shipment. 
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International Typewriter 
Collectors Convention 2014 


@ HIEIQUR HOST----GABE BURBANO FOR PRESIDENT!!!!! 


By Mike Brown 


As they say at the ball game, “It’s MILLER TIME!!!” | went 
to the convention and here’s what happened: By Thursday 
afternoon folks were streaming into the hotel, myself 
included. It was already fun just seeing old familiar faces like 
Tony Casillo, Herman Kerz, Gabe Burbano, Greg Fudacz, 
Dennis Clark and Chet Robinson. | soon met some new faces 
as well in Eric Plattner, Kathleen Rooney, Bert 
Kerschbaumer, Marcus Hinkle, Lars Borrmann, and Reinmar 
Wochinz. The fun started right away with catching up with 
old times and talking typewriters. Some of us hung out at 
the sports bar next to the hotel, and then a bunch were at 
the hotel bar for the nightly manager’s special happy-hour. 
The free house-beer was Fire-Ale and it went down smooth. 
Others had wine and cocktails. Most of the gang at hand 
laughed and swapped stories till near the midnight hour. 


Friday morning rolled around quickly as we saw our 
friends again at breakfast which started a 6:30am. The large 
tour bus that Gabe had contracted was out front of the hotel 
at 8:30 as we all (about 65 people) loaded up to be taken to 
the MPM which was about a 20 minute ride. Our beloved 
host Gabe Burbano addressed the faithful and explained 
how he became a typewriter collector, and explained that 
he later met a man who hosted a fan collector’s convention. 
And that gave Gabe the idea that maybe he could get all the 
typewriter collectors together after a 14 year hiatus. He 
explained how wonderful it made him feel that so many 
folks responded to his plea to gather up a few bucks and all 
meet in Milwaukee. And here we were 70 strong, all in the 
same room! 


The convention officially started about 9:15 as we 
entered the museum and Tony Casillo gave the keynote 
address and explained how he had attended the 1993 
convention in Kansas City hosted by Tom FitzGerald. Tom 
had passed the torch to Tony who hosted the 2000 
convention in Philadelphia, and now Tony was passing that 
torch to Gabe for this 2014 event in Milwaukee. 


At 10:00 Mike Brown kicked off the “round table” event 
that Gabe had asked him to organize. (See coverage 
elsewhere in this issue.) Concurrently with this event we 
were treated to view about one dozen of the ultra-rare 
machines that are housed at the museum. (See coverage 
elsewhere in this issue.) From 12:30 to 1:15 or so we were 
treated to a very tasty lunch which Gabe had arranged as 
part of our admission fee. The entire staff at the museum 
including Al Munchka, (the history section leader) and his 
assistants were wonderful. The food staff were all very 
accommodating and made our visit there one to have fond 
memories of, for many years to come. After the lunch and 
viewing of the museum gems, the first of three well- 
delivered presentations began. 


First up was Jeff Vanevenhoven a Milwaukee native and 
professor at the University of Wisconsin, Whitewater. With 
collaboration from his colleague Thomas Fehring presented 
“Milwaukee’s Heritage and the Typewriter.” This seemed 
apropos seeing how Chris Sholes and his associates made 
and assembled the very first commercially successful 
machine there. He told us of Milwaukee’s_ rich 
manufacturing history and how having skilled emigrants 
from Germany and other surrounding locales aided the 
development of precision machinery. In 1860 Milwaukee 
was considered a center for modern manufacturing. Of 
course the town has a special place in the hearts of 
typewriter collectors everywhere, and it doesn’t hurt that 
they have great beer too! 


Next up was our beloved Philosophy professor Richard 
Polt who was excited to update us on the progress and 
content of his soon to be released new book titled, 
“TYPEWRITER INSURGENCY.” The book seems to cover a 
wide range of various topics about things that people are 
NOW doing with typewriters. He calls it an insurgency 
because it appears that there is a ground-swell of folks who 
are bucking the digital realm of today and enjoy returning to 
the analog ways if only as a release from today’s fast pace 
world. Some topics include blogging, (this is where folks 
type short stories sometimes typewriter related and then 
scan the typewritten pages and upload them to a web- 
page), type-ins (where people just get together with their 
manual typewriters, usually at a bar, or a park, and type on 
their machines and exchange typewriter and typing stories), 
steampunk (where folks take various typewriter and parts of 
typewriters and turn them into an art-form), hipsters (which 
nobody is really certain what they are), used for social 
protest, for romantic exchanges for Valentine’s day and so 
on, also used as fashion statements, to record “what the hell 
is St. Louis thinking,” also used to write novels like 
NANOWRIMO, or just plain type old-fashioned letters. He 
went on to tell us that folks are also using the typewriter to 
type so-called “street poetry” on demand for money, and 
some even use machines to type “zines” and travel logs. 
Children have “re-discovered” typewriters and are intrigued 
at watching how the mechanics of them put words on 
paper, unlike a computer which reveals almost nothing. USB 
typewriters which merge manual typewriters with electronic 
components were discussed. Customizing typewriters and 
custom painting typewriters are growing in popularity. And 
also, silver and gold-plating and other artsy ways to make 
typewriters unique and colorful. Typewriter tattoos and 
typewriters used as sculpture and overall are finding their 
way into mainstream culture. Make sure to get your copy as 
you won't want to miss Richard’s wonderful take on one of 
our favorite subjects. 


The third presentation at the museum was delivered by 
our good friend Professor Peter Weil. Peter schooled us all 
about “Keys to the Office” which covered the history of the 
typist (which early on was all done by men) later to be 
infiltrated by women and girls who early on were called 
“typewriters” the same as the machine. It was only later 


that they were referred to as “typists.” Story continued on page 
1144 
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Round Table Event 


At the request of our host Gabe Burbano, Mike Brown 
organized a round table event. The goal was to get 
attendees from various “camps” such as antique collectors, 
portable collectors, type-in enthusiasts, street poetry writers, 
and folks involved with other typewriter art-forms to mix at 
the various tables and discuss various topics that were on 
their mind. It would also serve as an icebreaker to get these 
collectors to meet face to face and have social intercourse 
with one another. 


The following is an account of what items were 
discussed at the numerous tables. Each table had a note- 
taker to record the topics of discussion. Thank you to the 
numerous moderators and reporters who helped me to make 
this exercise a fun and informative time. 


Table #1 Seain Gutridge of Virginia recorded the following: 


Evolution of the telegraph and tape readers into typewriting 
witelegraph. Telex & teletype. Braillers were discussed. 
Pieritz Stationers in Oak Park, Chicago area still does 
typewriters, adding machines and stationery. Hint of the 
day: Carry your typewriter with the weight on your bicept to 
reduce the pressure on your forearms & _ shoulders. 
Mimeographs, dittos and jelly printing were mentioned. 
“Populare” a French movie about typing is recommended 
viewing. The Boston Typewriter Orchestra was talked about. 
Cleaning typewriters: Dawn dish detergent for grease. Good 
brushes for cleaning keys and car wax for shining and 
polishing. Typewriter ribbons; re-inking, and auto-reverse. 
The use of Tech Bond. 


Table #2 Caroline Vanevenhoven of Wisconsin recorded 
the following: At her table were Rich Willinger of NJ, Alan 
Chamberlain of CA, Jeff Vanevenhoven of WI, Ann 
Mentkowski of Milwaukee, and Kathy and Dave Hintz 
(Spectrum Repair Shop) of MN. The main topic was 
Typewriter Repair/ Typewriter Books. Alan enjoys making 
one restored machine out of several. He also hand crafts 
missing parts/pieces. Richard suggests a “parts wanted” list 
to pass around—Gabe will set this up. Alan shared beautiful 
pictures of his displayed collection including his musical 
TypeATune typewriter. Dave & Kathy's building was from a 
typewriter repair company dating to the 1920s and the 
basement was full of parts, ribbons, manuals, etc. They 
couldn’t get a typewriter desk (the kind that flips over like a 
sewing machine) out of the basement---Sadly! Alan owns a 
copy of “The Story Of The Typewriter 1873-23” very rare, 
that he happened to find at a bookstore. The Cover art is 
just beautiful—tt’s the first time Jeff was able to see it!! Dave 
& Kathy have a museum of sorts in their shop with things 
such as carbon paper in the packages, erasers and brushes 
for mistakes. There is a general wish for specialty tools. 
Dave & Kathy are getting a lot of teenagers who are picking 
up (buying) typewriters at tag sales and getting them fixed 
up. Jeff and Alan enjoyed a lively discussion about books 
and shared w/Ann what books are great for beginners. 
“Antique Typewriters & Office Collectibles” “Collectors Guide 
to Antique Typewriters” by Dan Post, and “The Writing 
Machine” by Adler were all mentioned. Richard found a 
bookcase at IKEA that is extra deep, and perfect for 
displaying typewriters. 


Table # 3 Bert Kerschbaumer of Austria reported: A 
discussion about a shortage of typewriters at Christmastime. 





Teenagers and young folks still want them and War-era 
Royal models seem to be in demand at prices in the range of 
$225. Another discussion revolved around problems of 
finding active repairmen (& women) and folks who can still 
fix typewriters. 


Table # 4 Herman Price of WV reported: Discussions 
revolved around which were our favorite typewriters, 
different keyboards in use over the years (QWERTY- 
DHIATENSOR-DVORAk), eBay bidding techniques, the 
most valuable typewriters ever sold and the different ways 
that we store and display the machines that we have 
accumulated. 


Table # 5 Mike Brown of PA reported: At our table was 
Dan Watts of IN, Steve Van Duyn of NC, Carol Thomas of 
IL, Micah Bly of MN, and Tony Casillo of NY. Tony held 
court by entertaining a table of mostly newbies who had 
many questions. Tony was able to explain many of the 
different levels of collecting by using his newly printed glossy 
hard-cover book which contains gorgeous pictures of 
machines from his stellar collection. He show and discussed 
such machines as the Sholes & Glidden, Automatic, Ford, 
Footed Odell, and Williams, among others. 


Table # 6 Jack Knarr of FL reported: It seems as though 
all of the 68 people attending the event had a delicious time 
chatting with each other. The Germans and English shared 
simple sentences in an effort to tell their fascinating stories. 
Herman (The German) needed two sit-downs with Jack 
Knarr to explain to him that the “2 Remington...2” line at the 
front bottom of a Remington 2 is sprayed on in gold paint 
through a stencil carefully made and_not by putting on a 
decal. Legendary Jim Rauen showed how he has quietly 
amassed a collection of four Sholes & Gliddens—or is that 
142??? No jumping around, he simply writes big checks. 
Money talks... Rob Blickensderfer of Albany, OR , and his 
significant other Susie Reid studied all of the machines at 
the show, looking to add to the 51 Blicks they already have 
at home. Why 51 Blicks??? “The different nameplates,” 
said Rob. And the mechanical features.” Rob added that he 
does not type on the oldies, he prefers a word processor. 
He wanted us to know that the inventor George 
Blickensderfer had no direct descendants, but Rob’s great- 
grandfather was his uncle. That makes Rob the nearest 
living relative. Jack also noted that one of the high topics of 
conversation at the tables had to do with how many 
collectors actually use their machines, or even know how to 
type! 


Table # 7 Richard Polt of OH (edited for page space). 
Reported: Noting restoration differences in USA vs. Europe. 
You can lose history if you change the details. Cars have a 
similar debate, preserve/restore? Domencio Scarzello of 
Italy restores all of the machines in his museum and likes 
them to look like new (except S & G). He dismantled an 
Olivetti M1 completely, and polished 6,023 pieces. How 
many do you have? Don Feldman: 500-600, Markus Hinkle: 
34 who says, “When you no longer can display them, you’re 
becoming a hoarder.” Mike Campbell told a story that the 
Moon-Hopkins he has was used by an auto dealer into the 
1980s and was serviced by the former Burroughs VP just for 
fun. Don Feldman told of Bob Montgomery a 93-year-old 
typewriter repairman who has been fixing typewriters since 
age 9 and is about to retire this year. Some favorite 
typewriters mentioned were Sholes Visible, Williams, Yost 
No.1, Crandall Visible No.4, and wood-grain Rheinmetall. 
Do you type with your machines? Yes Ill, No III, Sometimes 
lil. 
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Our visit to the Milwaukee 
Public Museum by Jack Knarr 


Back in the 1980s when New Jersey collector Bob Aubert 
literally scoured the country for the rarest machines he could 
find, he made a trip to Milwaukee, the birthplace of the 
typewriter, home of the Milwaukee Public Museum, and Carl P. 
Deitz’s legendary early historic collection. 


The story was that the MPM collection was _ virtually 
inaccessible; hundreds of truly rare models and prototypes had 
been secreted away in storage following the disappearance of a 
precious machine decades ago, and no manner of begging 
museum officials would allow access to the great unwashed 
ever again. Or so it seemed. 


Oh, so many attempts were made. In MPM storage was said 
to be one of the rarest machines of them all: The Blickensderfer 
Electric, the first electric in history, introduced in 1902 to great 
fanfare, then great failure. The embarrassed company gathered 
up each of the electric models it could find, and destroyed them 
as quickly as possible. Perhaps only four models exist to this 
day. Only one or two machines actually works—including one 
that Bob Aubert, and electrical engineer at U.S. Steel in the 
1980s, laid his hands on, at the Milwaukee Museum. 


“The curator in charge of typewriters at the time said he got it 
from AT&T, “Aubert said. “They tried to get it working, a couple 
engineers, but they figured broken coils had burned out. | went 
there to see the collection; they mentioned the problem, and | 
told them I was an engineer at U.S. Steel.” Aubert said the Blick 
Electric “had a shunt motor, and when you energized it with 
direct current, the two fields were out of phase. The armature 
hit the peak long before the other one reached the peak of the 
magnetic field. It didn’t develop enough torque to operate the 
mechanism. “...1 got the carriage going back and forth,” he 
said, “and the (ball) hit the paper pretty damned hard. | was 
afraid it was going to crack.” It did not, of course, and suddenly 
the collecting world had one sweet Blick Electric at the MPM 
that operated as intended. An article and photos detailing 
Aubert’s effort appeared in the Early Typewriter Collectors 
quarterly. 


But still, the years passed, and no effort was made by the 
MPM to welcome the public to come enjoy its rare typewriters. 
In fact, it was generally understood that there were few if any 
machines on display. Collectors begged for access, only to be 
turned down—until this summer, when an energetic collector 
from New Jersey, contractor Gabe Burbano, began knocking on 
the museum door, insisting on seeing those secret machines 
squirrelled away in the basement. Finally, the door opened a 
crack. And arrangements began for the Early Typewriter 
Collectors Association to gather at MPM for a convention this 
August. In this way he ultimately hoped to bring young and old 
collectors alike together around the world. The MPM has 
900 typewriters in its collection, Gabe said, and ETC received a 
list of the machines, which he then sent out to 30 ETC 
collectors. “We asked them to pick the top 25 machines that 
they would want to see,” he said. Then Gabe tabulated the top 
25 out of all the ETC lists. (SEE PHOTOS ELSEWHERE IN THIS 
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ISSUE.) 
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“| gave the list to Al Munchka, history curator at the museum, 
“Gabe said. “He picked the machines that would be displayed 
on availability and accessibility.” About a dozen rare prototypes 
and one-of-a-kinds greeted collectors in a row of machines at 
the MPM. Following a fine lunch, each collector was given 10 
minutes to stroll down the line inspecting the machines. Then 
that group, which had its own 10 minutes. | was in one of the 
last groups, and | was dying to see the Blick Electric. The 
machines were beautiful, you know; shining metal and polished 
wood, glass, plastic, rubber. The first in the row was a Hanson- 
Lee, a vertical platen typewriter, 1900. 


Then next was an odd-looking tall machine called the 
Nickerson Automatic Typewriter No. 3. Laying next, flat on the 
display table was a piano-kind of machine from 1868, an 
experimental Sholes. Aside it were letters written to a man 
named Charlie telling him a new machine would “be done 
before September. This is a specimen of the manner in which it 
will work... The machine is as perfect in its mechanism as | know 
how to have it made.” Then came a note stating that the 1200 
machines from the Carl P. Dietz collection—900 of them 
typewriters—detailed the diversity of manufacturers in the 
development of business machines from the 1870s to the late 
1900s. And with only about a dozen of them HERE, on display, 
you had to wonder where all the other typewriters are. “In 
storage,” said Al Munchka. Will they ever come out of storage? 
He was asked. “They will come out whenever | do a program, 
that’s about the only time,” he said. “ 


hee We recently completed a program of basic cleaning...and 
now they are all rehoused in the basement waiting for a new 
space in another section of the building. So until | get new 
space in the next section of the building, they’re pretty much tied 
up where they are, because all 110 carts are in one room. And 
to get to any one cart, | have to move at least half of the carts in 
the room. So right now, they're very difficult to access..."He 
said he didn’t have any electrics on display, and Al was asked, 
“You mean Bob Aubert came out here from New Jersey and 
fixed the Blick Electric, and you don’t display it?” “No, it’s not 
displayed,” he said. “Why not?” “Right now, because | can’t get 
to it, and there’s no exhibit for it right now,” Munchka said. 


“What's THIS!” your reporter asked, indicating the convention 
exhibit for collectors from around the world. We use the 
diorama system,” Al said. “The only reason the Blickensderfer 
(Electric) didn’t get chosen for this, is, | couldn't get to it. It was 
so deep in the collection | described, all of those carts that | 
couldn’t get to it.”. And so | looked along other offerings that 
HAD been accessible: A Harr machine, a Crary, a Jones 
mechanical from 1852, a Cooper, things you’ve never read 
about. But no Blick Electric. “The Blick Electric was on my list,” 
said Gabe Burbano, “and it wasn’t easily accessible, and that’s 
why it didn’t make the cut. | would have loved to have seen it.” 
Then he revealed he’s continuing conversations with the folks 
he’s met during this exciting convention adventure, with the 
hope that future programs might be possible sooner than we 
think: “Maybe another run to Milwaukee is in the cards,” Gabe 
said. 


(Ed. Note. Kudos to Al Munchka and all the wonderful folks 
at the MPM who did a stellar job to make our visit a first 
class experience. We thank them for all of their efforts. 
They truly made our visit one we will fondly remember.) 





ITCC2014 continued from page 1141. 


This became an advantage, for women to be able 
to get jobs in the office, as opposed to other less- 
attractive jobs in the factories and such. As cultures 
changed it became more accepted for women to be 
working as typists and in the office in general. The 
big change took place in 1890 when women typists 
began to outnumber the men typists. 


Women could not work in the office after they 
were married because the men still controlled the 
office. It was thought that women had more manual 
dexterity and could type better. 


Overall Peter's talk gave us a great insight into 
how the typewriter made its way through social 
norms and the happening in the workplace and just 
how they became woven into the very fabric of our 
lives. 


Before we knew it, it was 4:30 p.m. and the bus 
was waiting to take us the Forest Home Cemetery. 
Aside from seeing the rare museum machines, this 
was surely one of the highlights of the weekend. 
Watching sight-impaired Jay Williams “read” the 
plaque on Christopher Latham Sholes’ [February 14, 
1819 — February 17, 1890] tombstone was priceless. 
See page 1145 for the group photo at the gravesite. 


For anyone who may not know, Chris Sholes is 
credited with being the inventor of the first 
commercially successful typewriter which eventually 
became the Remington. After the “love-fest” at the 
gravesite we were transported back to the hotel for 
the nightly drinks and carousing to the mid-night 
hour. 


Sat morning came early again and we were all 
treated to the best breakfast in town from 7 to 8:30 
am. By 8:45 the long awaited swap meet event was 
underway. Business seem to be lively for the folks 
that had wares for sale, and it appeared quite a few 


machines and other goods changed hands. | saw, 


Franklins, Foxes, Olivers, Remington Electric No.1s, 
Molles, Noiseless portable, Standard Folding, plenty 
of portables (even a gold-plated Remington on 
display) and tee-shirts, plaques, and photo art, and 
typewriter 
machines. 


re-production parts for rare early 
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Before you knew it they were opening the room 
partitions and the “Fastest Typewriting Competition” 
was underway. There looked to be about eight 
entrants using all manner of machines, portables and 
standards alike. Philosophy Professor Richard Polt 
from OH rattled off 63 WPM on his royal KMM, in 
winning the speed typing contest ($100 gift card). 
Micah Bly, of Minnesota took second place (a one- 
year subscription to ETCetera). And Eric Plattner 
from IL a “street poet” took third place to win a 
“Jackalope” typewriter pad. 


Next up was GiGi Clark who educated us all about 
“Teaching Typewriters.” GiGi covered machines such 
as the Typeatune, Remington Bantam, Corona 
animal keyboard machines and the rare matching 
key-finger-rings. Her passion for collecting these 
types of machines and the in-depth research she has 
done on some in her 
She also discussed some other 
children’s toy typewriters and “dummy” keyboard 
learning aid machines as well. By then everyone had 
worked up an appetite and we enjoyed another 
splendid lunch provided by the Brookfield Suites. 


really comes through 
presentation. 


Mike Campbell presented us with what might 
have been the most useful lecture of the day when 
he told us information about how to make our own 
rubber typewriter parts such as typewriter feet and 
feed rollers. He also discussed how to care for and 
rejuvenate platens, and form and shape other rubber 
parts. Mike provided web addresses for buying 
rubber stock which collectors could search to find 
the correct rubber that is needed. He told us that 
Ames Supply the longtime platen recovering source 
for typewriter dealers had went out of business 
about two years ago. A company called J.J. Short 
was mentioned as a source for getting platens and 
feed rolls recovered. However some in the audience 
expressed reservations about this company and 
related their first-hand experience with this 
company. Additionally Robert DeBarth of Lansdale, 
Pa was suggested a s a source to get platens 
recovered but it was said that they are very 
expensive at about $110. per/ platen. 


Continued on page 1150 





GROUP PHOTO 


International Typewriter Collectors Convention 2014 





At Sholes’ gravesite in Forest Home Cemetery, Milwaukee, WI (From Left To Right) 


Herman Price 
Herman Kerz (back) 
Steve Van Duyn 
(front) 

Jaden Quigley 

Holly Quigley (back) 
Helga Kerz (front) 
Seain Guthridge 
(middle) 

Mike Campbell 
(back) 

Bert Kerschbaumer 
(back) 

Peter Weil (middle) 
Cornelia “Corny” 
Weil (front) 

Dennis Clark (back) 
Britt Feldman 
(middle) 


Micah Bly (back) 
Ed Neuert (front) 
Jacob Jencquel 
(middle) 

Jack Knarr (middle) 
Richard Polt (back) 
Mike Brown (front) 
Gigi Clark (middle) 


Lars Borrmann (back) 


Jim Rauen (middle) 
Don Feldman (back) 
Jeff Vanevenhoven 
(hiding) 

Caroline 
Vanevenhoven 
(middle) 


Martin Rice Jr. (front) 


Seated back 
row 

Sonia 
Piumatti 
Kathleen 
Rooney 

Eric Plattner 
Martin 
Howard 


Seated front 
row 

John Clark 
Karin Wochinz 
Berndt 
Wochinz 

Ingo Wochinz 
Mary Kasper 
Carol Thomas 


Susie Reid (back) 
Rob Blickensderfer 
(middle) 

Tony Casillo (front) 
Gary Bothe (back) 
Jay Williams 
(middle) 

Heidi Frei (front) 
Richard Willinger 
(back) 

Alan Chamberlain 
(middle) 

Marco Frei (middle) 
Alan Seaver (front) 
Reinmar Wochinz 
(back) 

Chester Robinson 
(middle) 

Kathy Hintze (front) 
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David Hintze 
(back) 

Fran Schellenger 
(middle) 

Marcus Hinkle 
(front) 

Steve Kasper 
(front) 

Dale Schellenger 
(back) 

Greg Fudacz 
(middle) 
Domenico 
Scarzello (front) 
Gabriel Burbano 
Georgina 
Chamberlain 


Not Pictured 


Anne Mentkowski 
Thomas Fehring 
Jim Gehring 

Louise Marler 
Donna Marler 
Margaret Lydecker 
Peter Kirwan 
Daniel Watts 
Richard Skibba 
Jeff Champeau 
Matthew Juranitch 


Photo: H. Price 


Attendee list: G. Burbano 


ITTC2014 Photo Gallery at the MPM photos by Herman Price 


Left to right top to bottom. Arriving at the MBM by tour bus. Sholes Experimental piano key typing machine ca. 1868. Harr T/W 
late 19" century USA. Oliver No.1 ca1895 USA. Jones Mechanical Topographer ca 1852 USA. Cooper “Hand Printing” machine 
ca. 1956. Saturn index keyboard machine ca. 1899 Switzerland. Maskelyne ca. 1893 “grasshopper movement”, England. 8 
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More Convention Photos by Herman Price 


Four photos below, left to right, top to bottom. Jeff Vanevenhoven talks about Milwaukee, Richard Polt speaks about his book The 
Typewriter Insurgency. Mrs. Wochinz and children enjoying lunch. Miller stadium, home of the Milwaukee Brewers Baseball team. 
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WELCOME NEW TYPEX MEMBERS 


Marcus Hinkle, Virginia 
Ann Mentkowski, Wisconsin 
Jacob Jencquel, Germany 


FFFHTHELEFTHP HHP ttt ttt tet tet tet ttt 


Missed at the Meeting 


It was reported to me that unable to attend 
were: Thomas & Patricia Burg of Wisconsin, Flavio 
Mantelli of Italy/ New York, and Uwe Breker of 
Germany. 


| was told that Uwe had a death in the family 
and we extend our condolences to him and Astrid 
and the entire Breker family. We all missed you 
and hope that we will meet up at the next 
gathering. 
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A Word about the Brookfield Suites Hotel 


Just a brief word about our wonderful venue; 
Brookfield Suites Hotel & Convention Center. 
Although | overheard a few minor complaints 
(which could be expected) overall | (and most 
others) found the hotel (and the MPM) to be very 
friendly and helpful folks. 


In particular, the food and drinks were top 
notch and all of the wait staff and employees were 
very attentive and helpful. | think Gabe found the 
perfect spot for our convention, and | would 
recommend this hotel to anyone. 


SO SELL a SS i SS aS nS a ie 
Annual Typewriter Collectors’ Meeting 
in Morgantown, West Virginia, 2014 
October 24, 25, 26, 2014 ph. (304) 599-8075 


Contact: Herman Price typewriter. museum@gqmail.com 
Over 700 typewriters, 100 adding machines, ETC. 





ITCC 2014 photos by Mike Brown 


Left to right, top to bottom. Helga Kerz and Mike Brown, The Hotel Atrium, Tony Casillo, Gabe Burbano + Rich 
Willinger at breakfast, Al Munchka (MPM History section), Dennis Clark & Friends, Peter Weil at his 
presentation about Women and typewriters, The Quiz results in the hotel dining room, Jim Rauen, Dennis Clark 
+friends at the table, Marty Rice delivers the invocation from the book of Owen. 





More great convention photos from Margaret Lydecker & Peter Kirwan via www.Collexion.com 


From left to right, top to bottom: The round table event with Chet Robinson, Corny& Peter Weil, Lars Borrmann, (name 
not known), Dennis Clark, and Jim Rauen.. Swap-meet in foreground, GiGi’s presentation in back. Portables for sale, 
Mike Campbell’s presentation on rubber parts. A nice color-keyed Remington 5. Peter Kirwan’s talk about 

3 COLLEXION. A nice Franklin typewriter for sale. Herman Price & Richard Polt manning the ETCetera newsletter table. 
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ITCC2014 continued from page 1144 


McMaster-Carr Co. was recommended as a good 
source for bulk rubber and some tools. An arch punch 
can be used for cutting out round chunks of rubber or a 
copper pipe can also be used. The leading edge of the 
pipe should be sharpened first though. Overall the 
crowd seemed delighted with the knowledge they took 
away from Mike’s presentation. 


The final presentation of the day fell to Peter Kirwan 
of CA. Peter has started an ambitious project by 
creating a website that hopes to bring together 
collectors of not only typewriters, but collectibles and 
collectors of all sorts. Peter figures that currently if a 
collector wants to search for information, or seek out 
items he is looking for he must search other sites like 
eBay, Etsy, Craigslist, and other collectors sites as well. 
He might also, look in books, flea markets, antique 
shops and so _ on. With Peters site called 
COLLEXION.COM a collector can just do one stop 
shopping by going to his site and this will prove fruit-full 
as more and more folks post and link to his site. He 
demonstrated using a computer how to navigate the 
site and how he hope it will serve collectors as he 
ratchets up its effectiveness. He asks for collectors to 
input their idea, wants and questions, so he can build a 
better website. 


| almost forgot that during the weekend Herman 
Price had distributed a Quiz” for 
participants to work on filling out and late in the day 
Herman collected the papers and they were graded. 


“Typewriter 


A young man who has been typewriter collecting for 
only one month, Matthew Juranitch won first prize by 
scoring 18 correct answers out of a possible 20. The 
first prize was awarded by Herman and it was a Price- 
built Lego replica of a Travis typewriter. Heidi Frei of 
Switzerland was also a close contender. ' 


At the last minute, a SCM electronic typewriter was 
offered at auction by Jeff Vaneverhoven with the 
proceed going to the convention costs. Bidding was 
lively and several hundred dollars was raised. 


We all met at the farewell dinner and everyone raved 
about the food and fun times that we all experienced. 
Again talking and laughing through the late evening, 
never wanting the party to stop, but before we knew it 
Sunday morning was upon us and most folks were 
packing up and hugging, exchanging 








Contact information etc. OH the long goodbyes! No one seemed in 
much of a hurry to leave except maybe those with early plane flights. 


The only thing left now is to rave about out dear host, my new 
hero, Gabe Burbano. Gabe di a really stellar job arranging the details 
for what has to be described as the most fun weekend you can have 
with your clothes on. He had the great tee-shirts designed, the name 
badges printed up, the good bag with ITCC emblazoned on it, the 
welcome signs, the bus arrangements, the museum and gravesite 
arrangements, the award certificates and the great Brookfield Suites 
site. From each and every person a heartfelt THANK YOU! 


Read between the lines, Dad! Your student wants 
to improve his standing at school this year... with 
both teachers and classmates! 


So before September rolls around, get him the 
“back-to-school” accessory he knows will help most 
to bring both better grades and the leisure time he 
needs to develop a well-rounded personality ... the 
new two-tone Remington Deluxe Portable! 


When it comes time for that first theme, bud- 
ding scholars find creative thoughts flowing 
more freely on their Remington Deluxe Porta- 
ble. What's more...nation-wide tests by eminent 
educators and psychologists proved that stu- 





CRISP, perfectly aligned home- 
work —thanks to ary Remington's 
exclusive Geared Typebar Action! 


BETTER Sporlipese 
Gone in 2 flash . elt tor 


1 to grow socially, toe! varina 


FINGER-FITTED all-plastic keys 
. BO fings 
snag and break fingernails! 





dents who use a typewriter earn substantially 
higher grades in subjects varying from Lan- 
guage Usage to Arithmetic Computation. 

Students save enough time to make the grade in 
important extra-curricular activities, too! For this 
sensational portable is fast and responsive . . . thanks 
to famed Remington exclusives combined with all 
the standard typing conveniences. 

So don’t delay—those school bells will soon be 
ringing! See your nearby Remington Rand Dealer 
today about a new Remington Deluxe Portable for 
your boy or girl! 


Sturdy carrying case—at no extra charge—protects 
your student's Remington Deluxe when not in use. 
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FIT FOR A SAUDI PRINCE 


A GOLD PLATED CUSTOM PAINTED REMINGTON QUIET-RITER WITH A CUSTOM 
PLUSH- LINED CARRY CASE... Show & Tell by Gabe Burbano 


_eeprerrernuy yy 
_ @@e8ceesea808 
®,g 0a 2080888 
#sacocoo0ese® 
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The Prince’s name is Talal bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, formerly also called The Red Prince. Prince Talal was born in 
1931. He was nicknamed "Red Prince" in his youth for defying the royal family. He was the twentieth son of King 
bdulaziz. 


Prince Talal was made minister of communications when the office was established in 1952. At age 83 The Red 
Prince still demands reform and is an advocate for women’s rights. 


I researched this information from Wikipedia and other sources. I have contacted the Saudi Embassy in Washington, 
DC to see if 1 can confirm beyond a shadow of a doubt, that this was his. But all things considered, to me it’s the real deal. 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 


(Every year is...) THE YEAR OF THE TYPEWRITER 
WOW! What can | say? Another year has sped by. And 
I'm still riding the “high” from Milwaukee, and then | get a 
phone call from my treasured friend, Professor Marty Rice 
who says, “Mike, this an official call from the Early 
Typewriter Collectors Association and you have been 
chosen (along with Robert Messenger of Australia) to 
receive the 2014 QWERY award.” Holy Cow, can it get any better? 





But | need to tell you that while awards and accolades are nice, it is always nicer to be a good 
person, and treat others the way you would care to be treated. Just keep your feet on the 
ground and keep moving forward and eventually rewards will come your way to! At least that is 
my wish for everyone out there. Also | would like to publically commend Robert Messenger on 
his great research and writing work, and his enthusiasm where typewriters are concerned. 


| trust everyone will be happy to renew their Typex subscription and look forward to an exciting 
2015. Early Holiday Wishes To All! 
BEST WISHES TO ALL AND TAKE CARE! 
Thanks for staying with The Typewriter Exchange! 


<>< ><> <> <>< ><><>< ><> <>< >< ><> <>< ><> <>< ><> <>< ><><> 
News from Overseas: by Nick Fisher, England 


The season of mellow fruitfulness is upon us! | hope that some of you have found 
machines that you have been looking for this summer? | have had a quite fulfilling 
harvest and some unexpected acquisitions. 

During the summer the BBC were in contact with me about the Hanxwriter news 
and the intention of the London Times newspaper to introduce the sound of typing 
into one of their offices to encourage productivity. | took part in a couple of 
discussions on both BBC Radio Ulster and BBC World Service. In the limited time | 
had with BBC Ulster with reference to the Hanxwriter | suggested that people might 
like to use the real thing as typewriters have such different feel, though | did point out 
the lack of auto-correction which we have got so used to not being an option with 
the typewriter! In the item with the BBC World Service which concentrated on the 
story about the London Times playing the sound of typewriters into the workplace, 
reputedly to stimulate employees, | said that | was skeptical about this as some 
employees would find it distracting, also that many people in the workplace today 
have never heard the sound of the typewriter! | am often reminded of the cacophony 
of a typing pool if full swing by my lady friend, Maureen! The sound of the typewriter 
is not soothing to all, though most likely to us, with an appreciation of the whooping 
of the Oliver and light tap of a Smith Premier 2! 

A lady called Ruth contacted me a couple of weeks ago about her late partner's 
collection of typewriters. Her husband, Martin, died about two years ago. Martin had 
given most of his collection to his son before his death but she felt | should have the 
remaining four machines which he had kept, particularly as he enjoyed my visits to his 
collection. We had chatted several times and shared information. Martin piloted De 
Havilland Vampires during the 1950s and helped establish the free range egg market 
in the UK. His reputation was esteemed throughout the world. One of his contracts 
was to supply British Airways with specially sized eggs for Concorde flights! The 
typewriters gifted to me are an Odell No2, Blick 90, Stainesby-Wayne braillewriter and 
a very nice Imperial D portable complete with perfect case and key. | promised Ruth 
that | would gift four of my machines to my local hospice which she also supports, 
particularly relevant as Martin succumbed to Pancreatic cancer. Ruth told me how 
they had a cottage in Cornwall which had been a shop, where they used to display a 
few typewriters in the window. Martin and Ruth would sit in their front room, behind 
a net curtain watching and listening as people reminisced and talked about their 
working days. If someone was particularly enthusiastic Martin would go around to 
the front door and invite them in! 

| have also been lucky to acquire a Neya, Empire Lightweight, Allen, Mercedes No3 
and ‘Erika’ folding. The Erika folding turned out to be an early Perkeo with aluminium 
key levers which had acquired an Erika decal at some point in its history. Guess the 
people who overhauled the machine at some time to do this, maybe because there 
were no Perkeo decals available, or perhaps because the Erika name was preferable 
and more likely to secure a sale? 

With you looking forward to Thanksgiving and we over here to Christmas, have a 
great time! 
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Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet 


For the collector who has everything.... 





This little after-market accessory is designed to 

clip onto the right-hand side of the Corona 3 frame. 
Why? 

According to the seller, the typist’s right little finger 
needs a proper job and the “rest” key will keep it 
occupied and out of trouble. Hmmm...| never 
learned typing by touch, but my right little finger 
gets plenty of action using the punctuation keys. 


Are you rushing out to get one? At a cost of 
$2,500.00, | think not. And note: It will not fit on 
the Corona 3 Special, just the older model with 
shift keys only on the left! 





by Lynda Beckler 


ebaywatch...recent eBay auction 
highlights. 


From the third quarter of 2014. 
All prices have been converted to US dollars and, 


in the case of live auctions, do NOT 
Include the auctioneer’s fees. 




















|Mignon, Cursive Script | 440 


Corona 3, Spanish Keyboard 


Remington 16, Hebrew 
Oliver 9 





Among the notable no-sales: 

New Model Crandall, first listed at $7,999.95 and 
then re-listed at $8,999.95. (This was 

NOT the one sold by Martin Howard) 

New American #5 Index listed at 2,850 
Excelsior, listed at $4,110 

Pullman Model A listed at $1,999.95 

Edelman listed at $1,300 

A Dutch keyboard Titania, listed 3 times, first at 
$1,299.99 and then dropping to $999.99. 

| don’t think we’ve seen the last of it. When it’s 
down to $99.00 | might bite © 
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Below is a letter Typex received from our host, Al Munchka, at the Milwaukee Public Museum during our 
convention there in August of this year. | thought the readers might be interested in Al’s stated 
dedication to improving access to their extremely wonderful and impressive collection. Kudo’s to Al. oe 







Long live the MPM. 








Mr. Mike Brown 

The Typewriter Exchange 

PO Box 52607 

Philadelphia, PA 19115 2 Sept. 2014 


Dear Mike, 


Upon my return from the holiday weekend I found your envelope with the latest 


copy of the Typewriter Exchange theréin. Thank you so much for sending the 
newsletter along. I much enjoyed the recap of the convention here in Milwaukee. 


I am very happy that Iwas able to get several rare and interesting typewriters 


out and available for inspection. I do apologize for not being able to access eS 
the Blick electric, nonetheless, I think, everyone was pleased with the 
general selection. 


Thank you, and all members ofthe ..., International Typewriter Collector's 
group for coming to Milwaukee and spending a day with the MUseum and some of the 
collection. I do hope to better improve access and increase availbility to 


interested researchers as time goes on and our collection storage space continues 
to improve. 


Best regards, 
Al oe 


Al Muchka 

Curator of Collections, History 
American & Local History 

414 278-2785 

muchka@mpm.edu 





ts 
ae 


. i MILWAUKEE 


PUBLIC MUSEUM 





a: 800 w. wells st., milwaukee, wi 53233-1478 
w: Www.mpm.edu 
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Type Writer Tales 


2 The Secret of Bobz Bay 


By Martin A. Rice, Jr. 


ON y MusiC.eee 
esi ’ ae 
1 





I was on eBay, and it was 
PuSt weak Siiersts saigh te. But Eor 
two considerations I would have 
been the lone bidder: The 
vendor wanted a cool grand for 
the item, and he wanted local 
pick up, 630 miles to the west 
of me in Bloomington, Illinois. 
As a person who works for a 
Living, }f-- couldn 6 . afttiord to 
take the time off that I would 
need to drive there and back, at 
least two days in each 
direction, unless I wanted to 
make a high stress cannon ball 
there and back. Neither would 
the vendor wait until I had some 
vacation at Thanksgiving or 
Christmas. So, 22" THOUGHE —-tO 
myself, “Too bad, just another 
missed typer-tunity of a sort 
rm. used -t0:.- by" nows” Then 
everything changed. 


An email landed from my 
Oliver-conscience, Peter Weil: 
“Marty, did you see this item?” 
An auction number followed. 
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It was the coveted item I 


had just given up. I sent Peter 
my reasons for recusing myself. 
As usual, he demurred and 
offered rebuttal: The item was 
probably unique, aLjes was 
Significant, we’ve never seen 
one before, and, best of all, as 
an Oliver aficionado, Te in 
didn” to bid) Td” “reanet” te 
(something my mother always said 
tO me; but ~ not. - about type 


writers). He was right. I had 
to have it. Obstacles could be 
overcome. A frenzy worse than 


Dutch Tulip-mania seized me. ue 
went back to eBay hoping beyond 
hope that the item was relisted. 
God was kinder to me than I 
deserve--it was relisted. 


This time the auction ended 
at 12:40 p.m. on a Thursday. ols 
aid a quick calculation. ae le 
left at noon on Friday, just as 
my last class ended, I could 
cannon ball to Bloomington by 
midnight, pick up the item the 
next morning and make Johnstown 
by LL700- p.me “Saturday “night, 
Yes, the logistics were do-able. 
What about the money? An 
assessment of cash on ‘hard 
showed the feasibility of the 
fungible. Le. Was? scrEMel! sco 
commit. 











It was Thursday. T was at 
the computer in my office 
counting down to the end of the 
auction. I had to teach a class 
at, 12:30' sso: DL woulld mass “the 
last ten minutes of the auction 
and risk being sniped, but there 
was no other choice. At 12:29 I 
placed my bid for a kilo-buck. 
Horrors. The vendor had blocked 
me as persona non grata. I 
couldn’t believe it. Here I 
was, the only bidder and they 
didn’t want me! I didn’t have 
time to be shocked. I Had “to 
teach. lije! was the most 
distracted lecture I had ever 
given. Ty could only “think, 
“Gone! Gone by a fluke! After 
Peter had done all that 
convincing!” 


I ended my 90 minute class 
fifteen minutes earlier than 
normal. Funny, mone Lor {my 
students complained. I raced 
back to my office and my portal 
of concupiscence. The auction 
had ended once again with no 
bidders. i thad) “to *Eamd omt “why 
they banned me from bidding, if 
I were to be successful in round 
three. I sent a desperate email 
to the vendor offering to buy 
the item outright for a grand. 
An answer came back within ten 
minutes. He had meant to ban a 
different bidder but banned me 
by mistake. As for my offer, he 
would have to contact the owner 
Since this was a consignment 
auction. He’d get back to me. 
I couldn’t believe my luck. I 
was still in the game. 


Another ten minutes and 


there was another answer. The 
owner wanted S71500. 
“Ridiculous,” I replied, wis LE 


willing to drive 630 miles to 
pick the machine up, pay cash, 
and your item has already gone 
through two auction cycles with 
no takers. Take my offer or you 


can try a third auction cycle 
which will probably be as 
successless (is that a word?) as 
the £irst .two.* He’d contact 
the owner with my ultimatum. 


Ten more minutes and my 
ultimatum was accepted. Friday 
would see me make the cannon 
ball to Illinois. 


The last weekend of 
September, MMXIII, was glorious 
with warm temps and _= golden 
sunshine from the Alleghenies to 
the prairie. I made a motel 
outside Bloomington about 10 
Wee. I also had avoided the 
gendarmes. I spent an hour on 
Google Maps learning the layout 
of down town Bloomington so I 
could make my way easily to the 
bookstore known as “Bobz Bay” 


where my treasure awaited me. I 
hadn’t felt this way since I was 
a kid at Christmas Eve. There 


was no need to set the alarm. 12 
was awake at six. 


Like Johnstown, Bloomington 
is a maze of one way streets all 
going in the wrong direction. 


But Bloomington is less 
depressing. Since oe was 
Saturday and =I ‘had my path 
clearly marked out, aN 
anticipated no problems in 
reaching my destination. But, 


I’m Irish, and so is Mr. Murphy- 
-damn him. I discovered that 
this Saturday Bloomington was 
playing host to an antique car 
drive-in, mostly all Ford Model 


A’s. Even the streets going in 
the wrong direction were 
blocked. My maps were useless. 


I was over two hours early for 
my 10 a.m. rendezvous, but I 
panicked nevertheless. For 
almost an hour I maneuvered 
around blocked streets trying to 
get close enough to Bobz Bay 
that I could at least park 
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within a line of sight of the 
store. At last I did. Relieved 
at finding a parking space 
reasonably close to my 
destination, «i put, Off thoughts 
of how to maneuver my treasure, 
ONCEI eh shade ie ane hand; to. the 
car. That problem was almost 
anti-climactic. 





I toured the drive-in on 
foot for “the-~ following hour, 
taking in the sights and sounds 
of antique Model A Fords, 
marveling at weather that came 
straight from Valhalla. ae 
turned out to be ae pleasant 


addition to the adventure. 
Finally, a0 “acm... azrived:.and I 
made my way to Bobz Bay. The 
store was open but the vendor 
with whom I had dealt by email 
was not yet there. But 
something else was--my treasure. 
I saw it near the back and knew 
it instantly. Zt. called out. to 
me. It drew me. I was there. 


Two and a half feet high, 
and approximately a foot anda 
half square all around, made of 
solid oak and containing an 
Oliver in its entrails was a 
type writer desk made for an 
Oliver no. 3, complete with all 
original paper work and an 
Oliver tool box with all 
original tools. Among the paper 
work was an original instruction 
manual for an Oliver No. 3. 
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It was obvious why the vendor 
had insisted on local pick up, 
desk and type writer weighed 
over 100 pounds together and 
could not be shipped in any 
practical way. I opened the top 
of the desk to reveal a nearly 
pristine, intact, Oliver no. 3. 


,2@e8eeecceco 
SSSsooece. 
eeeeosooose 


The date of sale from the 
Typewriter Distributing 
Syndicate (a seller of second 











hand type writers) was May, 

Olea The purchaser, Mr. John 
Kitch of *(Elisworth.. Dlianois, 
had paid the grand sum of $47.50 
for the machine. The paper work 
contained no mention of the oak 
desk. I didn’t care. I was in 
love. 


There were other people 
milling about the shop, people 
with children whose prying hands 
had to touch and to feel 
everything! I stood guard to 
keep their sticky chocolate 
covered dactyls off my beloved. 
“Away, away, you mongrel 
urchin!” I thought *o myself. 
Where’s the vendor, the owner of 
the shop? I want to take my 
beloved and flee to safety of 
the Johnstown Type Writer 
Conservatory where I can love 
and caress her. Where we can 
type together! “Hews ‘on. (his 
way,” his partner told me. 


Finally, he showed and 
oddly enough his name was ‘Bob’. 
Apparently this whole thing 
about type writer collecting 
affected him, amazed that 
someone would drive from 
Pennsylvania to acquire a type 
writer and desk. He couldn’t 
get enough of type writer 
history, Oliver history, and 
listened in rapture to my 
stories of the elusive Holy 
Grail, the seldom seen Oliver 
No. 1, and a machine so rare its 
existence is almost mythical. I 
could tell he wanted one, not to 
collect, but to make his fortune 
from some Oliver-crazed 
collector. In appreciation he 
gave me a “Bobs Bay” T-shirt. 
After traveling 630 miles and 
spending a thousand dollars it 
was the least he could do. Now, 
we had a= small engineering 
problem. 


I had come prepared with my 
case of type writer tools. al 
removed the carriage from the 
machine and the machine from the 
desk to which it was attached 
with a massive worm-screw. The 
drawers had to come out of the 
desk as well. I maneuvered my 
car into a no-parking zone next 
to the front door. Type writer 
and carriage sat safely on the 
front passenger seat, secured 
with the seat belt. With the 
help of Bob’s partner we lifted 
the desk through the rear hatch 
of my Saab 9-5 and laid it on 
its side in the back of the car. 
I secured the drawers around it. 
In my travelling home, it was as 
good as safe in the confines of 
the Johnstown Type Writer 
Conservatory. Disassembly and 
packing ‘took all of fifteen 
minutes. I said my good-byes, 
left a card with my particulars 
in case Bob came across’ the 
mythical “Oliver. na. 4. {Illinois 
aS, after all, the binth place 
of the Oliver), and was off 
before the constabulary could 
tag me with a parking offense. 
Eleven hours later my treasure 
was safe in the impregnable, 


steel-walled, bullet Proos, 
underground bunker of the 
Johnstown Type Writer 
Conservatory. 

Sunday was Christmas. aie 


broke the Sabbath and manhandled 
the oak desk into the house. 
Despite the fact that about 90% 
of the nickel plating on the 
machine was intact, it was still 
filthy and received a thorough 
dowsing with Cyclo Electric 
Motor Cleaner. The carriage was 
disassembled and the platen, 
whose rubber was_ shot, made 
ready for shipment to Robert 
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DeBarth in Lansdale EO be 
recovered. I had a spare platen 
whose rubber was recovered by 


Ames Co™ just before they 
vanished. That would serve for 
typing purposes (hal eabal the 
original returned. There was 


also a problem with the line 
spacing. The geared shaft that 
controlled how many lines the 
platen would turn was bent. At 
best the machine could do single 
spacing. Using the technique of 
“fomming” (that) 2S, 2 bent the 
hell out of it) I returned the 
shaft to near proper proportions 
only to. discover dit swas just 
slightly shorter than normal. 
The machine would single and 
double space but not triple 
space. That problem could be 
solved later with a part from a 
donor machine. Nay ‘the less, I 
was one happy typist. By five 
O’clock in the afternoon all was 
reassembled and I was doing a 
good 45 wps on my latest and 
best Oliver no. 3, until the 
ancient draw band snapped, that 
is. Ten pound test fishing line 
restored the carriage to 
operation. I had also replaced 
a missing pull-knob that had 
apparently been kicked off the 
bottom-most drawer by a hundred 
years of typists sitting at the 
desk. By the end -of | the 
following week DeBarth had 
returned the original platen 
nicely recovered. 


Oliver-3 95610 is now 
proudly on display as the center 
piece of the Johnstown Type 


Writer Conservatory. Thanks, 
Peter, for stimulating my 
conscience. ile would have 


“regretted” it! 
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COMMUNITY 


This summer's adventure included the International Typewriter 
Collectors Convention where | met Richard Polt the creator of his 
soon to be released book titled The Typewriter Insurgency. 





Above: Louise Marler shows her wares at the ITTC 2014. Photo by Brown 


| also enjoyed meeting so many others that have similar interests in 
typewriter collecting and typewriter art 


At the meeting | showed typewriter repairman/collector Tony 
[Casillo] an envelope of photos from the 1970s of my Dad's shop. 
There were rows of machines with repair tags lined up waiting for 
the customers to retrieve, the work benches, the retail showroom 
and some collected inventory photos. Tony browsed through them 
carefully. His attention to the details forced me to re-live the 
experience my aunt gave me, the stale taste in the water fountain 
there, the stinky cleaning booth, displays in front, and the letter 
shop hours, donuts and deli sandwiches... 


Below: Some of the Marler collection of machines. Photo by L. A. Marler 








Above: Noted collector Rob Blickensderfer (left) and L.A. 
Marler (right) share a moment discussing the artwork that 


was created using a photo of one of Rob’s Blickensderfer 
typewriter. Photo by L.A. Marler. 


At the convention, the way Professor Marty [Rice] fearlessly and so 
dramatically read his story about legendary speed typist Margaret 
Owen still makes me laugh. His warmth, personality, and creative 
process were endearing. 


| like the way Canadian collector Martin [Howard] commended me 
for sitting through the whole Rubber Platen repair seminar. It was 
quite technical and | sort of liked it, and did actually get it! 


And Typex Editor Mike [Brown], was so nice to my mother and me, 
that | was amazed by the sweetness of his character. 


The serious collectors tend to be history buffs, machinists and 
traditional businessmen. | noticed that several were professors; a 
few were couples with the shared interest. It was inspiring in 
different ways, learning history, and repair, with newer angles or 
comedy built in to the discussions and the typewriter culture itself. It 
almost felt like being amongst family since typewriters were central 
in our small business which included my dad, aunt and uncle plus 
sister, cousins and me. We could call it finding my Typewriter Tribe. 


Typewriters are in my blood and indicated by my name tag which 
included "40 year collector!" | still need to talk to convention 
organizer/collector Gabe [Burbano] about his creative 
interpretation! For the love of my Father and posterity, | have been 
going all out for him as part of the third generation of our typewriter 
family. 


CAREER PATH 


Memories of the Letter Shop we had in the back room with Auto- 
Typist, Auto-Pens and the early days of my working and direct mail 
were prompted. My career of printing and mass communicating 
commenced there around 1973. We had a circle of auto-typist’s that 
worked similarly as a piano with the perforated roll of paper. In a 
chair on wheels, | scooted to the next machine, inserted a fresh 
piece of letterhead and pressed the start button. Scooting to the 
next, | turned the knob to release the typed page (never pulling) and 
did the same. That was the first production process. Then it was 
time for fountain pen signatures. Aligning the typed page to the 
mark of the small light box and pressing the foot-pedal to initiate the 
penned executive signature. Folding, stuffing, sealing and 
stamping. Then off to the post office in bundles. 
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| wanted to be a writer but Dad wanted me to sell! So off to 
business school | went. But working at the daily newspaper 
captivated my interests in mass communication, and printing. It was 
much more interesting than the obsolesce of the newer word 
processors that the Big Box stores were now selling for less. The 
rest is, well, history but that is cliché. The résumé is on the internet 
where publishing has gone. The revelation was that the roots were 
strong and blossomed into my artistic passion of creating iconic 
typewriter images. This work has been my truest expression and 
how | dialog with the world. 


ORGANIZATION COLLECTION 


ITCC 2014 also prompted me to really look at what machines we 
have in the home, cellar and barn. It actually is more than | had 
thought. We accumulated approximately 300 typewriters by being 
tradesmen, not really connoisseurs. There are hunters and there 
are gathers. The Marlers have been practical typewriter gatherers. 
In the 1990s there were rows and stacks of IBM Selectrics in the 
garage. | wanted to weld sculptures but my sister, having no 
apparent use for them, refused. Now the motivation to identify the 
better ones and include information about them was spurred. The 
history and education is valuable. | dream of a typewriter museum 
where the significant history, hands-on learning plus all the creative 
expressions are present would be ideal... Must | become a non- 
profit? But then | went back to work. 


EXHIBITION 


It's a dream job, and | do really want to show actual machines with 
typewriter art more. Why not at the Smithsonian, including the 
rarest of each of my new top-tier collector network? So | ask a fancy 
friend, sister typist, and the timing was Great. She pitched it 
(including a good old-fashioned, after midnight type-in) through her 
husband, who is on the Smithsonian Board of Directors. The 
Director of American History Department loved it... So my fingers 
are crossed, but not while typing. 


EXPANDING COMMUNITY 


California filmmaker Doug Nichols and | must have discovered 
Richard Polt's The Typewriter Insurgency about the same time a 
few years back. Upon finding that anonymous declaration on the 
Internet, It struck a chord with me. Meanwhile, as a typewriter 
magnet, everyone sends me all sorts of information about typewriter 
related items, so | was informed that Nichols was working on a 
typewriter film with Tom Hanks. As a working artist, | am motivated 
to sell art. Hank's interests and income are perfect for my goal, 
although the barrier between us is like the Berlin wall. 


NEXT 


| am currently creating Famous TypOwriter art that will be debuting 
at Hale Arts on Main Street Santa Monica, CA on October 4th. 
Steve Soboroff (who specializes in collecting typewriters that were 
owned be famous of infamous people) let me photograph Orson 
Welles and Ray Bradbury's typewriters and make more 
sophisticated limited edition fine art prints. 
http://www.lamarler.com/famous-typowriter/ 
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Additionally | have blended the typewriter key art into truncated 
messages as a morphed statement of analog and our transforming 
use of the English language... http://www.lamarler.com/key-words/ 





| am inspired to share this joy, rooted in unplugged tradition, with as 
many people as possible. The first Type In, Writers Retreat event 
will be opening in Joshua Tree, California. The premise is Manual 
Typewriters to write with and inspiring TypOwriter Art for writers get 
focused and creative in the desert. 
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THE SEVENTH ANNUAL WEST VIRGINIA TYPEWRITER COLLECTORS MEETING 


Story and photos by Herman Price a.k.a FisHerman 


Approximately 25 attended this year. For those 
who want to see photos. | have created a drop box 
folder (dropbox.com) that | can share with you. Let me 
know if you want to see them. 





List of attendees follows: 


Herman and Connie Price (WV) 
Peter and Corny Weil (DE) 
Mark and Kim Frankena (VA) 
Steve and Karen Lehman (VA) 
Brian, lan and Connor Brumfield (OH) 
Joshua and Shannine DiMora NY) 
Marty Rice (PA) 

Jett Morton (WV) 

Will Davis (OH) 

Dave Davis (OH) 

Mark Petersen (VA) 

J P Huard (VA) 

Katie Kirkland (VA) 

Gabe and Ryan Burbano (NJ) 
Richard Mohlman (IL) 
Monica Schroeder (PA) 

Jack Knarr (FL) 


My dog, Gus, was in heaven as he moved from 
one person to another getting a pet or a scratch at 
each stop. 


If any of you took photos, | would really like to see 
them, too. 


We had a Friday dinner for 15 at Outback. We had 
a Saturday dinner for 17 at Muriales. (Photo next 
column.) 








Connie provided a homemade sloppy joe lunch on 
Saturday and took several of the ladies to a 
MOUNTAINEER WEEK craft show where lots of 
money was wasted. This money could have been 
better spent on smelly old typewriters. 


We had a great time. Lots of machines changed 
hands, which is always exciting. | sold a Shilling 
Brothers, Postal Telegraph, WU Underwood, Olympia 
SM-2 and a Caligraph cast iron stand. | bought a Fox 
4 with decimal tabulator. We had several interesting 
show and tell presentations, but not as many as usual 
due to the other events. 


We met some new friends from Illinois, PA, OH 
and were reacquainted with old friends. 


Prizes were awarded for longest distance traveled 
- Jack Knarr (Florida). Sleepiest participant (left at 
3:30 am to attend) - Monica Schroeder, Newest 
collector - Conner Brumfield. 


We discussed and examined a pool table full of 
typewriter reference books, from Adler to Dingwerth 
and back. 


We voted on about 20 lego models to determine a 
favorite. The winner was MOBY BLICK. The Sholes 
and Glidden was runner up. 


See photo top left on next page. 
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Gabe Burbano blew everybody doors off in the 
jigsaw puzzle challenge. His trainer, Ryan Burbano, 
encouraged him, "Daddy, go faster". lan Brumfield 
was a strong second and Joshua DiMora was third. 





Conner Brumfield won the typewriter beauty 
contest. lan Brumfield won the typing contest with his 
Royal P. Marty Rice was second on his Halda. Well, 
yes Mark Petersen won the 3 bank division with his 
Underwood portable 3 bank, but he was the only 
competitor. Did he finish first or last? See photo next 
column. 


The Davis Brothers held an incredible repair 
session on the back porch. Those guys are really 
good. They can attend all future meetings free of 
charge. See below. 











The Professors’ quiz was too hard and nobody 
had the time to work with it. Professors Weil, Polt and 
Rice are officially fired for being too erudite. You 
should never be so erudite in public. Professor 
Typewriter's questions on the other hand were the 
perfect blend of intrigue, complexity and good old 
hillbilly common sense. 


The QWERTY AWARD 2014 was awarded to 
TWO recipients, Mike Brown and Robert Messenger 
by the Early Typewriter Collectors Association 
(Quality Work of Excellence in Reporting on 
Typewriters Year 2014). Congratulations to these two 
deserving winners. 


Between the Bromfield’s and the VPI hokies, | was 
up till 2 am both nights. Such youthful energy is 
wasted in the young. | think lan typed on every 
machine in the joint. 





(Ed. Note: | see a lot of typing teachers cringing right about now.) 


Below: A Happy bunch of collectors having fun! 

















QWERTY AWARD 2014 


(Quality Work of Excellence in Reporting on 
Typewriters Year 2014). This award is presented by 
ETCetera, The Early Typewriter Collectors 
Association. 


Co-Award-Winning Recipients: 


Robert Messenger & Michael Brown 





Above: QWERTY AWARD CAKE 


Robert Messenger (see below) was unable to attend 
and accept his reward, Fortunately, a long time very 
close friend surprised us when he appeared out of 
nowhere. He claimed to know Bobby since he was a 
litle boy and expected to know him for an 
ETERNITY!! 


He name was BUB, short for Beelzebub. 
Presented by Professor Peter Weil. 





Video will be available. 
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(Ed. Note: Keep in mind this is the Halloween season and 
apparently everyone was in “dress-up” mode. Hopefully no one was 
frightened by these disturbing images.) 


Mike Brown was unable to attend. Fortunately, Mark 
Brown, Mike's twin brother (see below) showed up to 
claim the award on Mike's behalf. 


The family resemblance is uncanny. 
Plaque presented by Professor Marty Rice. 


QWERTY AWARD 2014 


Quastity 


lypewriters 
Year 2014 
Prevented to 


MICHAEL BROWN 
Editor of TYPEX 


EARLY TYPEWRITER COLLECTORS 


Presented to 
ROBERT MESSENGER 
Typewriter Researcher Extraordinaire 
EARLY TYPEWRITER COLLECTORS 
3a 




















